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Zoning Code Update

The Zoning Code Task Force and Citizen Advisory Group gave a collective “head nod” to the staff and consultant to take its work product to date on the road.  The Zoning Code Task Force and Denver Community Planning and Development Department are hosting a series of community briefings in August to:

· Report on the Zoning Code Update progress to date 

· Present the proposed new zoning approach to protecting established neighborhood character in Denver’s areas of stability

· Present an overview of the revised Zoning Code’s structure and content, highlighting proposed major changes and revisions

For more information please visit http://www.denvergov.org/Default.aspx?alias=www.denvergov.org/ZoningSimplification.  I’ve highlighted the two forums closest to District 10, but please attend any of the public forums below:

	Date
	Time
	Place

	Wednesday, August 22

	4:30 – 6:00 pm
	Central Denver – Colorado Convention Center (3rd Floor), 700 14th Street, Denver

	Wednesday, August 22
	6:30 – 8:00 pm
	Southeast Denver – Kirk of Bonne Brae, 1201 S. Steele Street, Denver

	Thursday, August 23
	6:30 – 8:00 pm
	Southwest Denver – Barnum Recreation Center, 360 Hooker Street, Denver

	Wednesday, August 29
	6:30 – 8:00 pm
	Northwest Denver – Lake Middle School, 1820 Lowell Blvd., Denver.

	Thursday, August 30
	6:30 – 8:00 pm
	Northeast Denver – To Be Determined And Posted On 

http://www.DenverGov.Org/ZoningCodeUpdate


Civic Center Update
On July 11th at the Colorado History Museum, the Colorado Historical Society, the Mayor, Parks Manager Kim Bailey, and the Civic Center Conservancy presented the concept of moving the Colorado History Museum to the site across from the Carnegie Library.   The Carnegie Library would be restored to its former glory to include a restaurant, Denver’s Office of Cultural Affairs, and the Historical Museum’s Stephen Hart Library.  There are good reasons to consider doing this.  First, the Museum needs to move from its current site because the State Justice Center is expanding on the block where they both currently sit.  Secondly and coincidentally, a mirror-image building on the other side of the park was proposed in turn of the century plans for Civic Center and is an alternate plan in the 2005 Civic Center Plan.  It seems to be an economical plan for the state if an intergovernmental agreement with the City can be worked out.  While the idea is being seriously explored, no decision has yet been made.
At 9 am August 11 at the INC meeting held at Rocky Mountain SCR at 3550 North Pecos the Parks Department and the Colorado Historical Society will again present the concept and solicit public opinion.  In September, Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods will host a meeting on the proposal.  You may have seen some of the news and opinion pieces in the Rocky Mountain News and the Denver Post.  You can visit my website at www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10 to see my Life on Capitol Hill article on Civic Center under the Civic Center Park tab.  In the meantime, take a stroll through Civic Center and try to envision a mirror-image building across from the McNichol’s building (Carnegie Library).  And let me know what you think.  Try visiting on Wednesday lunchtimes when the Farmer’s Market is in the park.
Update:  July 4th Cheesman Park Kids’ Parade

The 1st annual July 4th Cheesman Park Kids Parade was a resounding success!  Kids of all ages joined me in Cheesman Park with decorated bicycles, tricycles, wagons, and strollers.  Decorations were also available at the parade, including American flags and crepe paper streamers provided by the Cheesman Park Advisory Group (CPAG).  We were delighted to have more than 130 kids come to the parade and hope for even more next year.  We were led by the Denver Fire Department’s fire truck and followed up by the police horse patrol.  Activities followed the parade until about noon.  There were various giveaways of bubbles, beads, balloons, frisbees, and bike helmets.  Every child received something to celebrate the holiday.

Thank you to Cheesman Park Advisory Group, various businesses in the area, and the many volunteers who made the parade such a success.  One of the most important ways that we, as a community, can continue to enhance Cheesman Park is by holding events such as this in the Park.  This parade was just one idea to encourage people to come together in Cheesman Park to enjoy the view, gardens, fountains, and open space.  
Summer Events in the Parks
· Cheesman Park Denver Municipal Band August 26th, 6:30pm.  Founded in Denver in the 1860s, the Denver Municipal Band is the oldest professional concern band in the continental United States.  The staple of Denver Municipal Band activity remains the “century plus” tradition of summer concerns.  These concerts are performed by the area’s leading professional players, including many principal players of the Colorado Symphony Orchestra.  In addition to the summer series, the Denver Municipal Band is re-establishing the year round activity it enjoyed earlier in the century. In addition to the full forty piece concert band, the DMB family of ensembles includes a 17-piece jazz band, jazz combo, brass band, plus woodwind and brass quintets. They regularly present concerts in schools and community centers. Check out the Denver Municipal Band website to learn more: http://www.dmamusic.org/dmb/index.html 

· 2007 Buds-to-Bloom Flower Tour.  Join Parks and Rec on their flower tours of over a dozen city gardens to explore the new flower bed designs, learn the history of our parks, and get to know the knowledgeable Parks and Rec staff.  On August 4 from 9 am - noon, tours will take place at Alamo Placita Park, Cheesman Park, Bluff Lake Nature Center, Stapleton Central Park, and Montebello Civic Center Park.  On August 11 from 9 am -noon, tours will take place at Sloan’s Lake Park, Inspiration Point Park, Ruby Hill Park, Harvey Park, and Camp Rollendet Natural Area.  On August 18 from 9 am - noon, tours will take place at Washington Park and Civic Center Park.  The tour fee is $15 for adults and $7 for youth or seniors and includes transportation, refreshments, and small gifts.  Please visit www.denvergov.org/parks+recreation or call 720-913-0700 for more information or to register.
Denver Parks and Recreation is seeking volunteers to evaluate the parks on a monthly basis.  All that volunteers have to do is send Parks and Rec a monthly “report card,” alerting them to problems in your park, and attend the one hour training session.  To sign up, please call Joan Wilson of Parks and Recreation at 720-913-0670. The next training session is Thursday August 16 Cook Recreation Center 7100 Cherry Creek S. Drive.  

The Denver Parks and Recreation Department is still seeking several qualified Park Rangers for the 2007 season.  Park Rangers patrol Denver's urban and mountain parks, trails, pools, and facilities to ensure safety and compliance with park rules. They interact with the public to increase awareness of park rules and regulations, and provide interpretive information about the Park system.  Please contact our office by email or phone for more information or applications.  Additionally, resumes may be filed online at:  http://www.denvergov.org/jobs
Infrastructure Task Force Update
Just this week a proposed infrastructure mill levy and bond issue passed out of Finance Committee.  The Mayor will present the package to City Council at our meeting next Monday, August 6.  I will be supporting putting the 9 issues on the November ballot for you to vote on.
The issues include:

· 2.5 mill levy increase for ongoing maintenance which will cost the average home ($255,000) $50 per year

· The bond package has eight issues and will be grouped on the ballot by category: 
· Public Office Facilities

· Denver Cultural Facilities - deferred maintenance

· Denver Health and Human Services Facilities

· Denver Park System Facilities

· Denver Public Safety System Facilities

· Denver Streets, Transportation, and Public Works System Facilities 
· Denver Library System Facilities

· Denver Cultural Facilities New Construction

The bond package totals $550 million, reduced $100 million from the Task Force recommendations, and it will cost the owner of a $255,000 home roughly $12.50 a year.  
As I’ve mentioned before, the package includes Colfax streetscape, Cheesman Park improvements, Botanic Gardens deferred maintenance, restoration of historic structures in Civic Center, and last but not least, dollars for the acquisition of land and planning of a central Denver recreation center. 

Hospital District:  Redevelopment Moves Ahead
The University of Colorado Health Sciences Center has moved to the Anschutz Medical Campus at the former Fitzsimons Army Hospital site in Aurora. Meanwhile, Shea Properties continues to plan the redevelopment of the 32-acre site at 9th & Colorado.  The development approval process at the City has only just begun. 

 
Shea Properties plans to create a remarkable neighborhood for all ages, while complementing and enhancing the existing areas surrounding it. The proposed plan endeavors to create 9th Avenue as Denver's next great neighborhood. The redeveloped site will offer streets, pedestrian walkways and open-space systems that link the site internally and connect the site externally to the surrounding neighborhoods and the City as a whole. Neighborhoods, both old and new, will share a connection to the character of the area.

  

Shea Properties has been meeting with neighborhood groups and business organizations in order to garner input to provide a comprehensive neighborhood development plan. Once technical review meetings have been held with the City of Denver, Shea will host a variety of public meetings to unveil the proposed new development plans for the site. 


Shea believes that neighborhood outreach provides the foundation for the success of this project. To that end, Shea has created a separate entity called Shea Neighbors. Shea Neighbors will be an outreach organization focusing on gathering input and dispensing information to area stakeholders. Stakeholders include neighbors, businesses, hospitals and transit organizations. 

 

The surrounding neighborhoods will be continually updated about the happenings at the site. Shea Neighbors has created an interactive Web site full of helpful information, please click here to visit their website http://www.sheaneighbors.com/shea_outreach.cfm.  The Web site contains up-to-date information on the 9th Avenue project, renderings, news releases, ideas on how to get involved as well as an area to share your opinions. 

7th Avenue Irrigation System Update
The irrigation system on 7th Avenue between Fillmore & Colorado Blvd. was scheduled to be updated this fall.  We received notice yesterday that the project is slightly behind schedule and by the time the design work is completed and the project is put out for bid; it will be too late to start the work in 2007.  It is now anticipated that the work will begin early in 2008 and be completed by May.  The good news is the money is “in the bank” as it was budgeted for 2007 so despite possible cutbacks in the city’s 2008 budget, this project is funded.  
National Night Out Community Events
Three different neighborhood organizations will be celebrating National Night Out, America’s night out against crime with evening events Tuesday, August 7.  The celebrations are intended to heighten awareness for crime and drug prevention, generate support for and participation in local anti-crime programs, strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships, and send a message to criminals that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.  Please join me at one of these events:

· Capitol Hill United Neighbors (CHUN) BBQ 5:30-7:30 at its Community Center, 1290 Williams.  For more information please call 303-830-1651.
· Congress Park Neighbors’ traditional free Ice Cream Social at Congress Park located at 9th and Josephine will be held from 6-8 pm at the pavilion near the pool.  Police and fire department representatives, along with a fire truck are expected to attend.  For more information email the association’s president, Brent Hdlaky at brent.hdlaky@congressparkneighbors.org.

· City Park West Neighborhood Association and the merchants at 22nd and Humboldt will be handing out free hot dogs and ice cream from 5:30-7:30 at the Cone Zone.  For more information call 303-894-8838.
Denver After-School Database
The Denver After-School Database (www.DenverGov.org/DenverMaps/Afterschool) is a new online searchable database that uses the City’s Geographical Information Systems (GIS) technology to access information about Denver’s after-school programs.

The result of an assessment of Denver’s after-school needs, capacity, and resources, the Denver-After School Database is a collaboration with Colorado AfterSchool Network and the Denver Quality Afterschool Connection (DQUAC) and is made possible by a City-led coalition’s participation in the National League of Cities City Leaders Engaged in Afterschool Reform (CLEAR) initiative. The database contains information on over 700 programs available for the 2007-2008 school year located in or hosted by schools, recreation centers, libraries and community-based organizations. Users can search the interactive mapping system by entering a street address or selecting a neighborhood, program, school, library or recreation center. 
After-school program providers can add to or update program information in the Denver After-School Database by contacting the Mayor’s Office for Education and Children at 720-913-0905 or QuintanaM@ci.denver.co.us.

More information about Denver’s after-school initiatives can be found online at www.denvergov.org/afterschoolinitiatives or by calling the Mayor’s Office for Education and Children at 720-913-0900.
Mayor’s Design Awards
The third annual Mayor’s Design Awards showcases well designed small projects throughout our neighborhoods.  This annual tradition of recognizing individuals and organizations that have made significant and lasting contributions to good design in the City and County of Denver was begun by Mayor Hickenlooper in 2005.  Previous recipients include Aperture Apartments located at 1777 Williams Street, Bang! on 3472 West 32nd Avenue, Merchant’s Row at 2555 Champa Street, Museo de las Americas on 861 Sante Fe Drive, Streamline Auto Repair on 800 Kalamath Street and Tommy’s Thai at 3410 E. Colfax Avenue among others.
 
Mayor’s Design Award categories include Reclaimed Splendor - projects that adaptively reuse space or materials, Buildings That Beckon - buildings with extraordinary curb appeal, Wicked Little Details - uncommon design details and the creative use of materials, and It Ain't Easy Being Green - buildings and/or sites that incorporate sustainable or green building principles.
Self-nominations are welcomed.  Nominations may be made at www.DenverGov.Org/MDA , or by calling 3-1-1 no later than 5 p.m. on August 31, 2007.  
Dogs on Restaurant and Coffee Shop Patios
The last few months we have received a number of phone calls from constituents concerned about the prohibition of animals from restaurant and coffee shop patios, specifically in the Cherry Creek area.  I want to remind constituents that these restaurants and coffee shops have not actually been cited by environmental health, they have only been warned.  My office has looked into this issue very seriously.  

Currently Environmental Health's Public Health Inspection division regulates the sale and service of food and beverage to assure compliance with Chapter 23 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code that states, "Live animals shall be excluded from within the retail food establishment."  The interpretation and application of this regulation is consistent with state and federal law, and applies to all outdoor patio areas provided specifically to patrons by the retail food establishment for the purpose of consuming food and beverage, regardless of any fence or barrier that may or may not delineate the area.  
My office has looked at various ordinances passed by other cities and states regarding this issue.  They include Florida, Missouri, and Dallas, TX.  While regulation of retail food establishments to protect public health and ensure safe food supply is an area of mixed state and local concern, the City’s rules and regulations cannot conflict with the State rules and regulations.  Thus, this issue will almost certainly have to be addressed at a state level as well.  An interesting alternative Dallas, TX adopted is a process where interested restaurants and coffee shops apply for a variance to allow dogs on their outdoor patios after meeting various health code requirements.
I would encourage interested constituents to speak with the restaurants and coffee shops that they frequent and encourage them to contact my office and their restaurant association to lobby for a change.  Unfortunately, I have not heard much from them.  Only through people coming together on the issue will change be possible.  

We have received calls and letters from pet owners that would like to have their dogs with them on the patio and from patrons who do not like having dogs on patios for safety and health reasons.  I hope that we can find a healthy balance between the two perspectives to allow everyone to enjoy their patio experience.
Let me know what you think:  Would you support a regulation or ordinance so that individual restaurants could apply for a variance that would allow dogs on patios where food is carried but not served?
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 (except for Monday, July 2, 2007 this month) at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· Public Hearing for C.B. 324 – Monday, August 6, 2007.  Language amendment 1156.  Changes the zoning code language to reduce parking requirements for historic structures (either contributing structures within an historic district or individually designated structures) and manufacturing and warehousing facilities.  
· Public Hearing for C.B. 325- Monday, August 6, 2007.  Language amendment 1160.  Changes the zoning code language to exempt specified, small, neighborhood-serving, retail uses from the B-8-G parking requirements.  The only current B-8-G district is the Golden Triangle neighborhood.  
· Courtesy Public Hearing for C.B. 370- Monday, August 18, 2007.  Adopts the Uptown Healthcare District Plan, including the area generally bounded by Park, E. 22nd and E. 17th avenues, High and Clarkson streets, as a supplement to Comprehensive Plan 2000.  
· Public Hearing for C.B. 373- Monday, August 20, 2007.  Language amendment 1161.  Adopts language creating a new B-5-T zone district and establishing zoning requirements, which are the same as for the current Downtown B-5 district except that B-5-T allows off-premise signs and banners and provides for a comprehensive sign program within the zone district.  It is anticipated that B-5-T zoning will be adopted for the “theatre district” around the Denver Performing Arts Center and Curtis and 14th streets, which is currently zoned the B-5.  This bill does not change the zoning of any property.    
· Final Consideration of C.B. 306 – Monday, September 10, 2007.  Amends the Ruby Hill Park view plane ordinance to exempt utility transmission lines and supporting towers in existence when the original ordinance as adopted on 12-12-69 and any upgrade, expansion, alteration, modification or replacement thereof.  The Public Hearing closed on 7-9-07.
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Aug 4
	Denver Art Museum 

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	100 West 14th Avenue

	Aug 6
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Aug 7
	CHUN National Night Out Neighborhood BBQ
	5:30-7:30pm
	CHUN Community Center 

Tears-McFarlane House

1290 Williams

	Aug 7
	Congress Park free Ice Cream Social
	6-8pm
	Congress Park Pavilion

9th and Josephine

	Aug 8
	State Liquor Laws and Licensing  Seminar Applicable to Arts Organizations 
Please RSVP to Jim Conder cola@lawyersforthearts.org 
	9:30-10:30am
	Holme, Roberts, and Owens LLP 
1700 Lincoln Street, suite 4400 

(Wells Fargo Tower)

	Aug 8
	Happy on the Hill
	5-7pm
	Steve’s Snappin’ Dogs

3525 E. Colfax

	Aug 8
	Neighbors on the Hill
	6-8 pm
	TBD

	Aug 8
	Alamo Placita Neighborhood Meeting
	7-8:30pm
	TBD

	Aug 9
	The Unsinkables
	7 pm
	PERA Building

1301 Pennsylvania

	Aug 13
	Denver Botanic Gardens 

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	1005 York Street

	Aug 13
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Aug 20
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Aug 21
	Wyman Historic District Neighborhood Association 
	7pm
	1471 High St.

	Aug 21
	Cherry Creek Neighborhood Association
	7-8:30pm
	Daniels Foundation

1st and Monroe

	Aug 22
	Zoning Code Update- Central Denver Public Meeting
	4-6:30
	Colorado Convention Center 

700 14th St., 3rd Floor

	Aug 22
	Neighbors on the Hill Strategic Planning Meeting
	6-8pm


	Tears-McFarlane House

1290 Williams

	Aug 22
	Zoning Code Update- Southeast Denver Public Meeting
	6:30 – 8:00 pm
	Kirk of Bonne Brae
1201 S. Steele Street, Denver

	Aug 26
	Denver Municipal Band Concert
	6:30pm
	Cheesman Park 

North Meadow

	Aug 27
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/Newsletter/tabid/383035/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
