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Cheesman – Going to the Dogs?
That was the line on one of the many e-mails I’ve been getting about dogs off-leash in Cheesman.  They seem to be pretty evenly divided, but I’m not counting because the issue won’t be resolved by e-mail contests.  I do read them, think about them, and try to respond.   Here are my responses to the basic questions:

Should people be ticketed for off-leash dogs? And alternatively, is there enough enforcement?

Many of you want more tickets and higher fines. Others argue that off-leash tickets should be a much lower priority than tickets for not picking up after dogs and for barking dogs.  I don’t support prioritizing our laws - enforcing some and not others.  Environmental Health is considering increasing fines, particularly for second and third off-leash offenses. To learn more about these proposed changes, please click here.

Animal Control and the Park Rangers are stepping up enforcement and giving more tickets.   They have issued 139 citations this year and will be continuing to enforce as much as possible.  With all the calls for service in Capitol Hill, the police cannot devote enough resources to off-leash dogs to solve the problems, although they do ticket when they can and also do drug stings in the park.

What’s the problem with off-leash dogs in the park?  What can we do about the deterioration of the turf?

While many of you object to behavior that is not in keeping with responsible dog ownership and that threatens the safety, health, and enjoyment of other park users as well as the destruction of turf, many dog owners say they are responsible and are equally put out with irresponsible dog owners.   Some people say they have been chased, barked at or felt threatened; others say the dogs don’t hurt anyone.   

What I do know is that there is a large bare spot in the north meadow of Cheesman Park.  Our Parks District Superintendent Juan Marsh has informed me that his staff will be seeding parts of Cheesman the first week in April.  More than likely they will fence off the area in the north meadow and they will place signs in many of the newly seeded areas requesting park users to recreate in other areas of the park.    Obviously, there’s a cost to the intense wear and tear on the Park.  To make matters worse, the park is nearly three times dryer than in previous springs.

Will Cheesman be a Dog Park?  Can there be off-leash hours for dogs in Cheesman?

About six years ago the Parks and Recreation Department conducted a dog off-leash pilot program.  The Manager at that time decided Cheesman would not have off-leash dog hours or an off-leash dog area.  The Department is now embarking on a Dog Park Master Plan.  If you have not yet taken their survey or read about their plan, please click here.  I will not preclude the outcome of that public process by taking a position at this time.  I have been looking for a good, alternative off-leash area in District 10 for six years to no avail, but I’m not giving up hope on that front.  In the meantime, I remain an advocate for Cheesman Park as a well-maintained, clean, safe and beautiful park.    

Here’s what we’ve accomplished together so far:

· The Cheesman Park Master Plan was approved in 2008.

· As a result of the plan, we had two auto-free Sundays last year. 

· This summer the first Sunday of each month from May to September the park will be closed to cars.

· The Denver Children’s Museum and the Cheesman Park Advocacy Group (CPAG) are co-sponsoring “One Book, One Sunday” - a children’s reading and activity session -on the first Sunday of each month

· This summer CPAG will host the 3rd Annual Children’s Fourth of July parade.

· We will also host the third annual Movie in the Park night and the fourth annual Symphony in the Park night this summer and the annual Municipal Band concert

· CPAG created an Adopt-a-Sprinkler program to give the park district plenty of replacements for broken sprinkler heads

· The City through the 2007 bond issue is investing nearly $2 million in a new irrigation system to be installed this fall and nearly $1 million dollars in upgraded trails and raised pedestrian crossings.

· Parks and Recreation has submitted a grant request to the Colorado Historical Fund to match city bond dollars for renovation and repair of the Cheesman Pavilion

Parks and Recreation, Environmental Health, the Mayor’s Office, and Commander Dilley of the District 6 Police Department all have released statements regarding this process.  I have posted these statements on my website and they can be viewed by clicking here.  

Cheesman “First Sunday in the Park” Auto-Free Days and “One Book, One Sunday” Children’s Literacy Program
In partnership with Cheesman Park Advocacy Group (CPAG) and Denver Parks and Recreation, I am pleased to announce the five selected Cheesman auto-free dates for summer 2009.  To provide greater predictability and increase public use, Cheesman Park roads will be closed to automobile traffic the first Sunday of each month May through September.  On May 3, June 7, July 5, August 2, and September 6, Cheesman Park roads will be closed from 5:00 am to 6:00 pm to enhance the pedestrian and biking experience in the park.  I encourage you, your family, and friends to come and enjoy a safe, peaceful day in the park.
During the “First Sunday in the Park” auto-free days, children ages 2- 8 are invited to attend “One Book, One Sunday” at 11:30 at the Pavilion.  Come and join educators as they explore nature through stories and a children’s activity based on the book.  This event is sponsored by Councilwoman Jeanne Robb, Cheesman Park Advocacy Group, Tattered Cover Book Store and Children’s Museum of Denver.  The first book is Planting a Rainbow and the children will be planting their own “rainbow” as an activity at 11:30 am Sunday, May 3 at the Pavilion.  “One Book, One Sunday” will not take place on Sunday, July 5 because of the 3rd Annual Independence Day Cheesman Park Kids Parade taking place on Saturday, July 4.
Other summer activities include:

· Denver Parks and Recreation “Movie in the Park” Friday, June 19
· 3rd Annual Independence Day Cheesman Park Kids Parade, Saturday, July 4
· Colorado Symphony Orchestra Thursday, July 23
· Denver Municipal Band Thursday, August 13
Fourth Annual Denver Post Colorado Colfax Marathon to be Held May 17
You’ve provided great support for the Colfax Marathon the past three years.  Some of you have run, some of you walked the half marathon with me last year, and some of you have cheered the wheelchair athletes and runners on or volunteered.  Please keep it up!

Come celebrate with Denver, Aurora and Lakewood on Sunday, May 17, 2009 for the fourth annual Denver Post Colorado Colfax Marathon. This is an important event that celebrates the revitalization of America’s longest continuous street — Colfax Avenue.  

The route in 2009 will follow the redesigned route that received rave reviews last year with both the full and half-marathons beginning and ending in Denver’s beautiful City Park.  The course highlights interesting historic sites along Colfax and, of course, views of the majestic Rocky Mountains.  

A one-mile fun run/walk event will be held in conjunction with the marathon on Saturday, May 16, 2009 for children in kindergarten through eighth grade. Training programs are available for different age groups that include nutrition and training tips.  
In January 2009, the 2nd Annual Charity Partners Program was launched.  Charity partners are nonprofit organizations that use the visibility and event management platform of the Denver Post Colorado Colfax Marathon as a tool to fundraise for their own purposes.  
For those who want to participate but aren’t up to running, there are plenty of volunteer opportunities. More than 2,000 people are needed to bring this event together from start to finish.  Volunteer on your own or gather a group and work together.

The Denver Post Colorado Colfax Marathon is a wonderful way to celebrate one of our city’s unique assets. To sign up as a marathon participant, register a relay team, volunteer, or to learn more about the race, visit www.coloradocolfaxmarathon.org. 

New Zoning Code Public Presentations
As I mentioned in last month’s E-talk, a new Zoning Code is on its way and will be delivered to the public in five meetings this May.  It is intended as a working version and your input is vital.  The meetings will introduce the context and form-based approach.  There will be some new terms like Urban Neighborhood, Urban Edge, and Urban General that you will need to understand.  Within those contexts will be new zoning districts that match lot size and street layout to building form.  The meetings will also detail how the new code will be easier to use.  Please mark your calendar and plan on attending the New Zoning Code presentation most convenient for you.  

The forums that will be held in, and closest to, central Denver are:

· Tuesday, May 12 at the Colorado Convention Center, 14th Street and Stout at 5:30 pm 
· Tuesday, May 19 at the Denver School of the Arts, 7111 Montview Blvd, concert hall, 6:30 pm
· Other scheduled meetings include (SE Denver) Wednesday, May 13 at Place Middle School Auditorium, 7125 Cherry Creek North Drive at 6:30 pm, (NW Denver) Thursday, May 14 at Lake Middle School Auditorium, 1820 Lowell Blvd. at 6:30 pm, and (SW Denver) Thursday May 21 at Abe Lincoln High Auditorium, 2285 S. Federal Blvd at 6:30 pm.  
In the meantime, I highly recommend you take a look at new and improved website about the new code by visiting www.newcodedenver.org to learn more.  I will have a hard copy of the code in my office and my assistants are pretty up-to-date.  Please feel free to stop by and chat.  Additionally I’ve asked each neighborhood organization in District 10 to provide a liaison to work with me on understanding neighborhood concerns, but of course I’m happy to hear from any or all of you.
Public Information Session on Denver Strategic Parking Plan April 14
 
You can’t talk much about zoning and land use without talking about parking!  The City and County of Denver invites the public to attend the second public meeting on the citywide Strategic Parking Plan (SPP) Tuesday, April 14, 2009 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  The information session will take place at the Webb Municipal Building (201 West Colfax) in meeting room 4.F.6/4.G.2 (4th Floor) and is free and open to the public. I’ve seen some of the initial findings and if parking plays any part in your daily life, I suggest you attend.
The final SPP will guide parking policies for: 

· Off-Street Parking 

· On-Street Parking (including parking districts)  

· Zoning & Regulatory Practices 

· New Parking Technologies 

· Parking Enforcement Practices 

· Residential Parking 

The SPP team is also evaluating the applicability of similar programs in other cities, recommending best practices and suggesting implementation approaches for partnerships, financing, and organizational structure. The plan’s objectives are consistent with the City of Denver’s overall goals for sustainable growth and development as outlined by Blueprint Denver.
More Opportunities to Participate:  The project team will host a series of public workshops to introduce the project, provide an overview of the process, and solicit your input on Denver’s parking issues and concerns. Information, updates and periodic surveys will be available on the project website to allow for convenient communication with the community. The project team will use the surveys to help prioritize important topics and obtain feedback.  Please get involved by telling Public Works what you think about Parking in Denver.  To learn more about the Strategic Parking Plan click here.  Use this link to take the Strategic Parking Plan Questionnaire.  To learn about dates and times for other public meetings and watch recordings of past presentations please click here.  
Arbor Day, Earth Day and the Great American Cleanup: Get Involved!
 
Arbor Day Saturday, April 25

Arbor Day is a nationally-celebrated observance that encourages tree planting and care.  It was founded by J. Sterling Morton in Nebraska in 1872.  This year, Arbor Day will be held at City Park on Saturday, April 25 from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm.  All tools will be provided for the project.  It is suggested that you bring your own gloves and water bottle.  Meeting location will be south of the museum on Harrison.  Dress for any weather. Please do not bring pets.  If you would like to register, please call the volunteer hotline at 720.913.0330 or email dprvolunteers@ci.denver.co.us.  Keep an eye on Greenprint Denver’s website and the Mile High Million website to learn more about tree planting events in the community.  
Earth Day Wednesday, April 22

Denver Golf, in partnership with The Mile High Million and The First Tee of Denver, is planning a landscape improvement project at City Park Golf Course in celebration of Earth Day.  The April 22 event will involve the planting and mulching over 100 new trees and 200 shrubs along 26 Avenue between Colorado Boulevard and York Street. The project builds upon Denver Golf’s efforts to convert unused out-of-play areas into naturalized landscapes, which offers numerous benefits.  The project also enhances one of the City’s designated green streets, which are intended to be shaded respites that connect people to parks, schools, transit stops, and other neighborhood destinations.  If you would like to volunteer, call 720-913-0330 or email dprvolunteers@denvergov.org.  

Great American Cleanup April 18th – May 16th 
Get involved as the weather warms up in various activities.  Here are some ideas:

· Campus & community cleanups – Students, teachers, parents & neighbors – demonstrate environmental stewardship on school campuses and in communities around town
· “Adopt-A-Spot” Cleanups – Adopt-A-Spot volunteers –This is the time to make your “spot” shine! 
· Neighborhood and community cleanups – Rally your neighbors for an afternoon “Spring Cleanup.”  Schedule it for the Saturday prior to your LIP collection and receive priority trash pickup the following week.  The City will even provide the trash bags.  Clean your alleys, yards, and patios – even cover the graffiti on the alley dumpsters (dumpster paint provided).  The LIP schedule is available at www.DenverGov.org/LIP  or by calling Solid Waste Management, 720-865-6800.  Congress Park Neighborhood has organized a 2009 alley clean up day on Saturday, May 16 beginning at 9 am.  If you want to participate as a block captain or volunteer, contact Jacqueline at 303-249-0733 or connect2jac@comcast.net.  I hope that this group continues to inspire other neighborhood areas to organize similar spring cleanups.
For more information, call Keep Denver Beautiful at 720-865-6800, email neddra.niblet@denvergov.org, or visit the Keep Denver Beautiful website.
Metro Wastewater Cherry Creek Rehabilitation Project on University, Speer, and 1st
The Metro Wastewater Reclamation District (the wastewater treatment agency for metropolitan Denver) has a continuous program for the inspection and rehabilitation of its interceptor sewers.  This program is intended to identify and repair sewers before there is a catastrophic failure occurs.  The Metro District Board of Directors has contracted with Spiniello Companies for rehabilitation work on various sections of the interceptors in need of repair running along Cherry Creek starting near the Cherry Creek Mall & University and traveling west down 1st Avenue and Speer to Wewatta Street.  

Because of the close proximity of the interceptor to University Boulevard, First Avenue, and Speer Boulevard, traffic in the area will be affected.  I am sure that you have started seeing some traffic impacts from this project and some large pipes in the far right lane as you drive towards Cherry Creek on Speer Blvd. and the closure of the right turn lane on to University from 1st Avenue.  Metro Wastewater has worked very hard to make the impact on the Cherry Creek Bike Path as minimal as possible.  There is a detour at University where bikers normally go under the bridge, but currently must cross at the light because the bike path is closed.  Additionally, once the pipes along University are ready for the bypass, Spiniello will be creating a ramp over them so that bikers can continue to use the trail around the corner and down 1st Avenue.  At some point, the path will also be closed and detoured for 3-4 days between Corona and Clarkson while the pipe is buried under the path.  The construction has had a significant impact on the RTD bus stops along the route and 4 of the stops will be closed during the construction.  To learn more about the how RTD is handling the closures please contact RTD.    

This project started in late-March and will move down the route throughout the summer months.  The entire process takes approximately six to eight weeks for lengths of 10 to 15 blocks.  Then they move west to work on the next 10-15 blocks.  Flyers were distributed to neighboring properties in advance of work in an area with contact information for questions.  For further information about the project and how they do the repairs please click here. 
If you have any questions concerning the project, please contact the Metro District’s Project Manager, Kelsey Gedge, at (303) 286-3357 or Mary Dechant, Governmental Programs Administrator, at (303) 286 3467.
Plan the New Playground for Pulaski Park Funded by the Better Denver Bond
Denver Parks and Recreation needs your help to determine the future design of Pulaski Park’s playground, from benches to play structures.  The renovation of Pulaski Playground is part of the “Better Denver” bond program approved by residents in 2007.  There will be a Public Meeting on Thursday, April 16 at 6:00 pm at Young Americans Bank, 3550 East 1st Avenue where Parks and Recreation will present the conceptual playground design.  Bring your best ideas for renovating and creating a fun-filled playground at

Pulaski Park!  For more information about the meeting contact: nicole.hadley@denvergov.org. 
You can stay up to date about this and other Parks and Recreation planning and projects by visiting this link.  

New Crime Reports Available Online
In addition to the cumulative reports, the Denver Police Department has added 97 new tables with reported crime separated by month and geographic area.  Here is just a sampling of some of the information available:
Cumulative Tables and Maps                             Tables by Month

2009 Cumulative Citywide Table                           2009 Citywide Table By Month

2009 Statistical Neighborhoods                             2009 Statistical Neighborhoods by Month

2009 Police Districts                                              2009 Police Districts by Month

2009 City Council Districts                                    2009 City Council Districts by Month

Please visit the website by clicking here for more detail by type of crime, police district, council district and statistical neighborhood.
2009  Xcel Energy Gas Pipe Replacement Project and Lincoln/Speer Tunnel Closure
Over the next three to five years, Xcel Energy will be replacing 100 linear miles of gas pipeline, a $350 million project, throughout the city – most of the pipe was installed in the early 1900s.  A number of projects are scheduled for District 10 this spring and summer.  Work is planned to start soon on a project impacting the 14th and 10th avenues and nearby surrounding streets.
Prior to each project, residents and businesses will receive a flyer describing the work which will include contacts for the project.  Each segment of the project will have a different manager and number.  Trenching or boring will be necessary to install the new pipe.  Dirt piles from the work will be surrounded by “socks” to prevent run-off into the sewer system, and regular street-sweeping will occur.

Work is scheduled to begin on Wednesday, April 8 on 14th Avenue between Milwaukee and Harrison and is expected to take around 10 weeks, depending on weather.  General hours of construction are 7 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday.  On 14th Avenue, the south parking lane will be under construction from 7 am – 5 pm, while the south and north traffic lanes will be under construction from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm.  Construction will end at 3:30 each day to help ease traffic congestion on 14th Avenue for the commute home.  Parking on 13th and 14th Avenues will be limited during these times.  Traffic control devices and “No Parking” signs will be placed on the streets before work begins.  Permanent street and sidewalk repairs will be made after construction is completed.  Additional streets included as part of this project are: Madison between 14th & 17th; Harrison between 13th & 14th; 10th Avenue between Adams & Jackson; and Cook between 8th and 14th.  
The public can track the progress of Xcel Energy’s Denver Pipe Replacement project online by clicking here.  Residents can sign up to receive email alerts and updates, and ask questions about the project by sending an email to infocolorado@xcelenergy.com.  Questions also can be answered by calling Xcel Energy’s customer care line at 1-800-895-4999.  
As a reminder, because natural gas has no odor, Xcel Energy adds a harmless chemical called mercaptan that has been described as having a rotten egg or sulfur-like smell.  If you think there might be a gas leak in or near your home, immediately leave the area.  When you are a safe distance away, call Xcel Energy’s emergency gas line at 1-800-895-2999 or 911.  Never use a phone, cell phone, electrical switch, lights, garage door openers, matches or anything that may create static or a spark in an area where there might be a gas leak.

Overnight Closure on Lincoln/Speer Tunnel

On the evening of April 14th or 15th, the Lincoln/Speer tunnel will be closed from 11 pm to 5 am in order to relamp the tunnel.  Details are still being coordinated for rerouting traffic.  
Doors Open Denver 2009

The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs and the Denver Architectural Foundation invite the public to celebrate Doors Open Denver 2008 the weekend of April 18th and 19th. 

In 2009 Doors Open Denver will celebrate the local architects that have shaped Denver during a FREE two-day event that allows you to go behind the scenes of the city’s significant architectural gems and lesser-known treasures.  The event offers residents and visitors the opportunity to tour the spectacular buildings they see every day but that are not ordinarily open to the public.  Doors Open Denver hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday with event headquarters at Union Station, 1701 Wynkoop.  For complete information on Doors Open Denver 2009, please visit www.denvergov.org/doorsopendenver. 
Reminder: Street Sweeping Began April 1st!
Citywide seasonal street sweeping began on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 - Denver’s residential streets are swept once a month between the hours of 8 am and 5 pm from April through November.  Street sweeping schedule signs are posted so you can tell at a glance which day is sweeping day on your block.  Neighborhoods with little on-street parking demand do not have these signs.  Please remember that if there is a snow storm, the Public Works crews that normally are on street sweeping duty will be called up to do snow removal. 
Denver’s Public Works makes remembering your sweeping day easy by offering to send out free “No Parking” calendar stickers to Denver residents.  To receive the stickers and a copy of the handy “How Not to Get a Parking Ticket” brochure, please click here and follow the instructions, or just call 3-1-1. You can also register to receive a free text or email to remind you of your street sweeping day by visiting www.mymotormaid.com.  Citations for not following the posted parking restrictions on street sweeping days are $25.00.  

Public Works is currently working on a public appearance campaign that you will see rolling out in the next few months.  The goal is to inform Denver residents about the important role of street sweeping in keeping our air and water clean, and to remind people to move their cars on posted street sweeping days.  Last year, an estimated 41,895 cubic yards of debris was removed from Denver streets, covering a total of 92,225 miles of street. That's enough to fill up Coors Field with nine feet of debris.  As part of the program, they are planning on taking a “display” sweeper to various City events this summer to distribute information about Denver’s street sweeping plan and ways residents can avoid receiving parking citations.  If you are interested in having the Show Your Pride, Move Your Ride Street Sweeper come to a neighborhood event this summer, please contact Emily Williams, Public Works Event Coordinator, at Emily.Williams@denvergov.org or 720-913-8529. 

Creative Space Agent Website Launched
The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs (DOCA) recently announced the official launch of the Creative Space Agent Web site.  Creative Space Agent, www.creativespaceagent.org, is a FREE Web portal designed to advertise space – vacant storefronts, performance venues, recreation centers, big-box retailers, etc. – to Denver’s creative community.  Creative businesses, artists and arts organizations can use the site to search for available performance, rehearsal, studio, business and housing space that meets their unique needs.  During a time of surplus space in many of Denver’s commercial corridors and neighborhoods, the Creative Space Agent is a new resource that can help “match make” property owners with artists while maintaining healthy, safe communities. 

Morey Neighborhood Center: New Classes Based on Survey Results
New Class Session starting Monday, March 30/Wednesday, April 1.  New Additions to class schedule -- Adult Swimming Lessons, Water Aerobics, Digital Photography, and Jazz/Hip Hop Dance!  Plus, Pilates, yoga, Spanish, computers, and knitting – Monday & Wednesday evenings.  Register now!

Fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm, and includes an indoor pool, two gyms, weight room and indoor running track.  No membership required.   Adults $3 per visit, Seniors $2 per visit, Youth $1 per visit.  

Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School), phone (720) 424-0791, email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, website http://mnc.dpsk12.org.

Morey Neighborhood Center also offers swimming lessons at National Jewish Medical Center, 1400 Jackson St. (Colfax and Colorado).  Class sessions run throughout the year and include preschool, beginner, intermediate, parent-child, advanced, and masters classes.  Registration for all classes may be done by email (moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org), by phone (720-424-0791), by fax (720-424-0726), or in person Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:00 pm – 7:30 pm (14th and Emerson).  
Street Bond Projects in District 10 Construction Updates

As the weather gets warmer, I am hearing more and more about upcoming construction in District 10.  Between regular maintenance and rehabilitation and projects funded by the 2007 Denver bond we should stay busy this summer!  While I know construction can be a headache, please remember that each of these projects is creating more jobs for Denver citizens and improving our economy.  

13th Avenue from York to Colorado

Beginning in mid-October 2008, Denver and Premier Paving began asphalt and concrete improvements on 13th Avenue from York to Colorado.  These much needed improvements were made possible because of the November 2007 bond approved by Denver voters.  Concrete removal and curb and gutter replacement on both the north side and south sides of the streets is completed.  In April and May they will remove pavement and subgrade reconditioning between 2 and 6 blocks at a time starting at Harrison and working west.  In June, there will be 1 or 2 days where 13th Avenue will be fully closed as the contractors do the final layer of paving and it hardens.  To learn more about this project, please click here.
3rd Avenue from Steele to Colorado

This is one of the bond projects funded out of the $50 million dollars for street reconstruction.  The money allows for a full reconstruction of the street from the dirt up.  This includes the removal and replacement of curb and gutter, sidewalk, and the installation of handicap ramps and concrete overlays within the gutter pan of the curbing.  During concrete flatwork (curb and gutter, sidewalk, etc.)  East 3rd Avenue will be closed during the day and reopened for nighttime traffic.  The roadway will be closed day and night during removal and replacement of asphalt.  The roadway will be divided into 2 portions during the asphalt replacement operations.  The first portion is 3rd Avenue from Steele St. to Monroe Street.  The second portion is from Monroe Street to Colorado Blvd.  Each portion is expected to close for one week.  No traffic will be permitted in a portion of a roadway that is closed.  Construction just started and will take approximately six weeks, depending on weather conditions. 
Sign up for the Pesticide Registry

Denver residents who would like to be notified by Denver Parks and Recreation to before the department applies pesticides outdoors are encouraged to sign up for a pesticide notification registry by calling 720-865-5452 or 311 or sending at e-mail to Sharon.Armijo@ci.denver.co.us.   


The Environmental Quality Division of the Denver Department of Environmental Health maintains the registry to give people concerned about the possible health risks associated with pesticide exposure to take precautions such as closing windows and keeping children or pets away from sprayed areas.  The registry provides for prior notification to persons who are especially susceptible to pesticides, such as people with asthma, respiratory disease, multiple chemical sensitivities, or allergies.  


Residents on Denver’s pesticide registry will be contacted at least 24 hours before outdoor application of pesticides for up to three parks.   Denver Parks and Recreation will post warnings of outdoor pesticide applications for at least 24 hours after the application.  Warning signs will also be posted along the shoreline for pesticides applied around lakes.  Residents must register again this year even if they were on the list last year.  Because of the volume of calls received, the Environmental Quality Division cannot return individual phone calls to confirm registration.

When practical Denver Parks and Recreation utilizes non-chemical pest management practices such as manual and/or mechanical weeding, permitted controlled burns, and natural control strategies.  

One Year Until Census 2010, Canvassing Operations Already Beginning
On April 1, it was one year until Census 2010!  The City and County of Denver has been busy preparing and became the first community in the State to launch a Census 2010 Complete Count Committee on Jan. 29, 2009. 

The Complete Count Committee (CCC) is a group of community leaders appointed by Mayor John Hickenlooper for the purpose of developing and implementing a comprehensive 2010 Census awareness campaign in partnership with the U.S. Census Bureau aimed at ensuring every resident of Denver County is counted in the 2010 Census. 

What is the Census?
· The Census is a head count of everyone residing in the United States. 
· It has been mandated by the U.S. Constitution (Article 1, Section 2) since 1790 and it occurs every 10 years. The Census counts people of all ages, race, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. 
· Population totals from the decennial Census determine the number of seats each state has in the House of Representatives; the totals are also used to redraw legislative districts. 
· The Census is also used to help determine the appropriation of federally funded programs. 
· Census data is safe; the constitution protects Census information from being shared with the Department of Homeland Security or any other federal agency. 
            

Why is the Census Important?
· Census data is used to determine how the community is changing and what its needs are. 
· Approximately $300 billion in federal funding is distributed to communities each year. 
· If the population is not counted accurately then Denver may not receive funds that match its needs
· Some of the areas where Census data is used to allocate funds are: 
· Title 1 grants to educational agencies 
· Head Start programs 
· Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
· Public Transportation 
· Road rehabilitation and construction 
· Emergency food and shelter 
While it is still a year away, beginning in late March 2009 the Census Bureau will be sending out address canvassers as a part of early operations. This workforce will walk or drive through neighborhoods to check that all addresses are in their database when the questionnaire is delivered in March 2010.  This early operation is vital to ensuring a complete and accurate count.  Listers will use hand held computers with maps on them to verify and list structures, including the collection of GPS coordinates for each location.  All information collected by Address Canvassers and other Census employees is kept strictly confidential and cannot be shared with any other persons, institutions, or agencies.  Census workers wear an official identification badge and will be carrying a hand held computer.   
If you have questions or concerns please contact your local census office at 303-406-7000.  For more information about the 2010 Census visit www.census.gov.
Carshare Comes to Denver
A new travel option is now available in Denver.  Carsharing is currently available in more than 40 U.S. cities and now, Denver has joined that list with 2 available car sharing companies. This alternative to personal car ownership provides members hourly use of vehicles—without the costs of insurance, maintenance, or even gas.  Not a new concept, carsharing organizations (not carpooling) have operated for more than 20 years worldwide.  Carsharing provides a perfect supplement to transit, cycling, and walking for those times when you just need a car.  It is a good reason to downsize from two cars to one (or even none) if you want to save money, live or work in an area with parking shortages, or if you want to add a transportation option to living “greener.”     
eGo Care Share 

A local nonprofit with more than eight years experience as a successful carshare organization in Boulder, eGo CarShare, is expanding to provide service in the Metro Denver area.  Members pay a small fee to join (and must have good driving records) and then reserve cars online as needed for a low hourly rate, currently $4, to use any of their fleet of new, fuel-efficient vehicles parked in convenient, nearby locations and accessed with a special key “fob.”  Local nonprofit Transportation Solutions has been working with eGo Carshare to identify potential locations for cars in Denver; the first cars should be available in Denver in the next month.  To learn more, visit www.carshare.org.

Occasional Car

Last month, Occasional Car has placed 2 new Honda Civic Hybrids in thee Capitol Hill neighborhood. One car is located at the Whole Foods Market in Capitol Hill - near the corner of 11th Avenue and Ogden street.  The other car will be located at the Logan Parking lot at 19th Avenue and Pennsylvania.  They are planning on adding 1 to 2 new cars per month over the next several months in various Denver neighborhoods.  There is a one-time application fee and there are three different rate plans available (include gas and insurance).  There are also personal memberships for individuals or groups and business memberships where employers can have a corporate account and employees can join as “drivers” and benefit from consolidated billing.  To learn more, visit http://www.occasionalcar.com/rates.html.
 
Free Tax Preparation, Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit Information
The current economic downturn has affected everyone in some manner.  The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit are two federal tax credits that may provide relief as the tax season approaches.  In addition, free tax preparation is available to low income families to ensure as many Coloradans as possible claim the EITC and start on a path to economic self-sufficiency.
 

If your family’s income was less than about $42,000 in 2008, you could be eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit when you file your tax return. The EITC is a special tax benefit from the federal government for working people with children who earn lower or moderate incomes. It's designed to help reduce a family's tax burden and supplement wages. 

 

If you're eligible, the Earned Income Tax Credit could mean a refund of up to $4,800. You may also qualify for a Child Tax Credit of up to $1,000 for each of your children. There are also tax credits available for saving for retirement or for college expenses. 

According to The Piton Foundation, which sponsors a statewide public information campaign about tax credits for families, more than 265,000 Colorado families received $450 million in tax refunds last year because of the Earned Income Tax Credit.  But there are still some eligible families that did not receive these much-needed refunds because they were not aware of them, didn't know they were eligible, or didn't know how to apply. In fact, the Denver Asset Building Coalition says 20 to 25 percent of eligible recipients don’t claim the credit, foregoing about $38 million in Colorado alone each year. 
 

There is a free statewide hotline where you can learn about these tax benefits and how to keep more of your refund by saving on tax preparation fees – and even filing your taxes for free. For more information, dial 2-1-1 (it's a free call) or visit www.piton.org/eitc. Claim all the tax credits you earned!

The Denver Asset Building Coalition offers free tax preparation at the following SuperSites to taxpayers earning $45,000 or less. No appointment is necessary.
· King Trimble Center Free Tax SuperSite, 2980 Curtis St., Denver, CO 80205 Open from 6 to 8 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays through April 15
· Emily Griffith Free Tax SuperSite, 1250 Welton St., Denver , CO 80204 Open from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays through April 14 (Closed 3/24 and 3/26)
· Wells Fargo Free Tax SuperSite, 9000 E. Colfax Ave., Aurora, CO 80010 Open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays through April 11
 
The Denver Asset Building Coalition is an anti-poverty resource and advocacy organization.  For more information, visit http://www.denverabc.org/ or email Info@DenverABC.org.
16th Street Mall Plan:  Opportunities for Public Input
The Downtown Denver Partnership in cooperation with the Downtown Business Improvement District, the City and County of Denver and the Regional Transportation District are leading a long-term planning effort for the 16th Street Mall – The 16th Street Plan: A Vision for the Future.  Councilwoman Madison and Councilwoman Montero have been actively participating on the steering committee for the plan.  Thank you to both of you for your leadership on this project. 

As part of The 16th Street Plan, they have hired Matrix Design Group and EDAW to conduct a Technical Assessment and Rehabilitation Strategy to analyze the Mall’s existing conditions.  This strategy is focused on forensic research relating to the Mall’s infrastructure and building materials.  After three month’s of dedicated work, Matrix/EDAW has completed the majority of the data collection needed to formulate three rehabilitation alternatives.  
These alternatives will be presented at a Public Meeting on Wednesday, April 15 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Colorado History Museum.   If you cannot attend the meeting, please complete the online 16th Street Mall Public Survey by clicking here.   The survey will remain open until April 22.  The Technical Assessment and Rehabilitation Strategy will not succeed without public input.  After the April public meeting and after reviewing the survey data, the consultant team will refine the three alternatives and will present a single rehabilitation strategy in May.   

To check out the 16th Street Mall web page, please click here.   

The Meter Will Soon Expire on Denver’s “Smart Meter” Public Input Time Period – Share Your Thoughts with Us Today!
We often hear that the parking kiosks in Cherry Creek won’t take change.  Well, Denver Public Works Right Of Way Enforcement (ROWE) is willing to deal with change and piloted new “smart” parking meters for six months in the downtown and Cherry Creek North areas in an effort to explore ways to make parking more convenient.  The new meters are solar powered, wireless and accept Visa and MasterCard credit and debit cards, as well as nickels, dimes, quarters and dollar coins.  The smart meters also communicate with the Public Works ROWE meter technicians by sending alerts when a meter is jammed, near coin capacity or has a low battery, creating a more nimble and effective department.  

In November 2008, Denver Smart Meters went live across the Downtown area.  The meters were installed on ten blocks in the downtown area.  The meters were only installed on one side of the street to allow drivers to choose if they would like to pay at the smart meters or at the traditional coin only meter.  In mid-December the Smart Meters were installed in Cherry Creek North on Detroit Street between 2nd and 3rd.
Essential to the pilot is receiving feedback about the smart meters from the drivers using them.  After the pilot period is complete, the smart meters will be evaluated based on common-sense factors including ease of use, efficiency, durability and reliability.  To date, there has been only a minimal amount of citizen feedback regarding the Smart Meters. A large portion of comments received concern the current parking “cash key,” a popular prepaid key that provides drivers an alternative to carrying coins for meter payment.  The piloted Smart Meters do not currently accept the parking cash keys; however, if the Smart Meter initiative moves forward, there will be similar prepaid technology available to users that will be just as easy to use as the cash keys. 

Tell us about your smart meter experience by taking a quick survey online at www.DenverMeter.com or receive a hard-copy of the survey by calling 311.  Comments will be taken until the end of the work day on May 1, 2009.  This is your chance to be part of the future of parking in Denver!  Input received from the survey will provide clear information about the public’s real life experience with the smart meters, which is fundamental when considering implementing a new parking option on a City-wide basis.  A decision is planned to be announced end of May of 2009.

Upcoming Events
· Denver Events Celebrate April National Poetry Month.  The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs invites the public to participate in events throughout April in celebration of National Poetry Month.  Details and links many poetry events taking place in April are available by clicking here by obtaining a specially printed calendar being distributed at Borders and Tattered Cover Book Stores and poetry events. 
· Neighborhood Green Team Organizing Meeting Thursday, April 9 7 pm at Frank and Jill Locantore’s home, 1320 East 12th Ave.  The City of Denver, through the Greenprint Denver office, is encouraging people to form neighborhood Green Teams and work with their neighbors to reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.  Potential activities include programs such as what is described below for Bellevue-Hale on April 18.  Jill and Frank Locantore have arranged to host a meeting for residents of the Capitol Hill/Cheesman Park area who are interested in forming a neighborhood Green Team.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Jill Locantore at jlocantore@gmail.com or 303-895-6376.

· CHUN Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April 11.  This event is for children ages 0-8, and primarily targeted to kids at Teller, Dora Moore, and Warren Village.  Please contact the CHUN office (303-830-1651) if you would like to join in and help set up the event, or help run the games and festivities!   They are also collecting donations to help off-set the cost of the event.   Contact CHUN to learn how you can donate or volunteer.  
· Bellevue-Hale Neighborhood Greening Blitz Saturday, April 18.  The Bellevue-Hale registered neighborhood organization is teaming up with Greenprint Denver and their partners to bring energy efficiency and weatherization upgrades to our community.  Volunteers will be going door-to-door meeting their neighbors and offering a free CFL porch lightbulb, free curbside recycling signup, a free tree for their yard, junk mail reduction, wind source energy information, a free, reusable bag and information about reducing your carbon footprint.  Two other neighborhoods, Platte Park and Krisana Park, in the city are also participating on April 18.  If you are interested in participating as a door-to-door volunteer, contact Marvia Valdez at (303) 377-4437. 
· What is the Colfax Business Improvement District (CBID) Doing For You? On Tuesday, April 21 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Cheeky Monk, 534 East Colfax Ave.  Come and learn what CBID is up to, what Denver city projects are in progress and how they will affect you, join the CBID logo contest and what resources are available to promote and grow your business.  Talk about streetcars on Colfax – will history repeat itself?
· Project Homeless Connect Friday, April 24 8 am – 1:30 pm at University of Denver Campus, Ritchie Center, north entrance, 2240 East Buchtel Blvd.  Join the Denver community at this one day event that connects homeless families and people to services.  Some of the services available include IDs and birth certificates, resume coaches and employment resources, veterans programs, basic health screenings, public assistance, temporary shelter information, and legal assistance.  Free lunch and child care are provided.  If you have questions or would like to get involved, contact Katie Symons at 720-944-2983 or Kathleen.Symons@denvergov.org. 
· Colorado Arts Education Summit 2009 Saturday, April 25 9 am – 3:30 pm at the Auraria Campus.  The free summit is an opportunity to come and share ideas and resources, build skills and develop tangible action steps to improve arts education at your local school.  There is free childcare and a kids arts workshop during the summit.  Visit www.denvergov.org/artsedsummit to register and for complete information.
· Green Festival Monday and Tuesday, May 2nd to 3rd at the Colorado Convention Center.  Join others to celebrate what is working in Denver's community – for people, business, and the environment.  Volunteer to help put on an amazing two-day event that will educate and activate people to make choices for a just and sustainable world.  Volunteers receive free admission to the event all weekend, an exclusive organic and sweatshop-free Green Festival t-shirt, free one-year membership to Global Exchange and Green America, and discounts at the festival.  To sign up and for more information please visit www.greenfestivalvolunteers.org/denver.  Please email Nancy Schoemann at denver-volunteer@greenfestivals.org with questions.
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Sat

April 4
	Free Admission to the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W 14th Avenue Pkwy

	Mon

April 6
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

April 7
	First Tuesday on the Fax
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Mozart’s Lounge and Piano Bar

1417 Krameria

	Wed

April 8
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Twist and Shout
Colfax and Columbine

	Wed

April 8
	Representative Beth McCann Town Hall on Small Business Issues and Stimulus
	7 – 8:30 pm
	East High School

	Sat 

April 11
	Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation Meeting
	9 am - noon
	Church in the City

1580 Gaylord

	Mon

April 13
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

April 14
	Colfax Business Improvement District Meeting
	10- 11 am
	Alta Court Conference Room

1490 Lafayette #108

	Tues

April 14
	Strategic Parking Plan Public Meeting
	5:30- 7 pm
	Webb Building

Room 4.F.6

	Wed

April 15
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Daniels Fund Building

1st and Monroe

	Wed

April 15
	16th Street Mall Plan Public Meeting for Input
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Colorado History Museum

	Thurs

April 16
	Golden Triangle Neighborhood Third Thursday
	5 – 7 pm
	Pilates Aligned

	Thurs
April 16
	Pulaski Park Playground Public Meeting
	6 – 6:30 pm
	Young Americans Bank Bldg

1st and Monroe, parking lot

	Thurs

April 16
	Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Meeting
	6:30 pm 
	Young Americans Bank Bldg

1st and Monroe, pking lot door entrance

	Sat

April 18
	Doors Open Denver 2009 

Box City Event
	10 am – 3 pm
	Dora Moore Elementary School

846 Corona St.

	Sun

April 19
	Free Admission to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

20001 Colorado Blvd.

	Mon

April 20
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

April 21
	Waldorf Long-Range Plan Community Open House
	6 – 7:30 pm
	Denver Waldorf School

940 Fillmore Street

	Tues

April 21
	Mayfair Neighborhood Meeting
	7 pm
	Palmer Elementary

995 Grape St.

	Thurs

April 23
	Cheesman Park Advocacy Group
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Tears McFarland

1290 Williams St.

	Mon

April 27
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Sun

May 3
	“First Sunday in the Park” Cheesman Park Auto-Free Day
	5 am – 6 pm
	Cheesman Park

	Sun

May 3
	“One Book, One Sunday” Children’s Storyhour and Activity
	11:30 pm
	Cheesman Park

Cheesman Pavilion


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2008Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/428942/Default.aspx 
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line
