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Imagine…Investing in Justice

A Rare Investment Opportunity from the City and County of Denver
Individual Colorado residents can buy 2007 Denver Mini-Bonds for only $500 each. Each bond will grow to $1,000 at maturity in 2022, a competitive annual tax-free yield of 4.75 percent. For buyers in the 33 percent combined federal and Colorado tax bracket, that’s a taxable-equivalent yield of 7.09 percent. Denver’s general obligation bonds are rated Aa1/AA+/AA+ by Moody’s, Standard and Poor’s, and Fitch, respectively, the second-highest rating of investment-quality bonds.  There are no fees or commissions associated with the Denver Mini-Bonds. There is a limit of 40 bonds ($20,000 purchase price) per investor.

2007 Denver Mini-Bonds will be available for just one business week—from Monday, April 2 through Friday, April 6, 2007. All orders received during this period will be filled, but the City cannot fill orders either before or after the order period. Denver Mini-Bond orders must be paid for with an official bank check (cashier’s check). Bonds are available only to Colorado residents.

Citizens may also pick up a copy of the Official Statement at the City and County of Denver Department of Revenue, 144 West Colfax Avenue, in downtown Denver.  

The bonds are offered only pursuant to the Official Statement. Each prospective purchaser of the bonds should obtain and read carefully the entire Official Statement before deciding whether to purchase the bonds. This publication does not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy the bonds described above. 

Since they are long-term investments—approximately 15 years—Denver Mini-Bonds and may be suitable for long-term financial goals, such as saving for a child’s education or for retirement. In vestors may not be able to sell these bonds prior to maturity.
For more information about Denver Mini-Bonds and to request an order form, interested citizens can call 720-865-7154 or go online to www.denvergov.org/Treasury and click on the Denver Mini-Bonds link.  Click here to read the Rocky Mountain News Article on the Denver Mini-Bonds.
Spring Cleaning in District 10
The 2007 Great American Cleanup Campaign begins on April 21st and lasts through May 19th. Here’s what’s happening in District 10.
· April 21 through May 19 Neighborhood and community cleanups - Neighborhoods can plan cleanups on the Saturday prior to your LIP collection (see www.denvergov.org/LIP for your neighborhoods LIP scheduled pickup).  This ensures you of receiving priority pickup the following week, bags (and other cleanup supplies).  Clean your alleys, yards, and patios – even cover the graffiti on the dumpsters in your alley.
· Citywide seasonal street sweeping begins on April 3, 2007 and we need your help to keep your street and the Mile High City clean!  Denver’s Public Works makes remembering your sweeping day easy by offering to send out free “No Parking” calendar stickers to Denver residents.  To receive the stickers and a copy of the handy “How Not To Get A Parking Ticket” brochure, go to http://www.denvergov.org/StreetSweeping and follow the instructions, or just call 311.
· Additionally, for the twelfth year, the Unsinkables will continue their program to facilitate street sweeping by towing cars from Colfax to 11th avenues and Logan to Clarkson streets on April 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th.  Those will be a $60 tow ticket.  Don’t get caught!
· Neighbors in the 1000 Block of Cook and Adams will be doing an alley clean-up on Saturday, May 12.  They have garnered the support of local businesses to encourage volunteers and provide supplies.  Good work, neighbors!

· On Saturday, May 12 Neighbors on the Hill (NOTH) will be doing a neighborhood cleanup.  Watch for more information on this event.  On the second Saturday of each month, NOTH gathers for graffiti removal.  If you are interested in volunteering, meet at Panera Bread on April 14 at 9 am.

· Traffic Engineering Services is about to begin parking sign replacement on E. Colfax Ave.  Along with the new parking signs, here is a review of the parking restrictions for street sweeping for East Colfax Ave:  

E. Colfax Ave, Grant St to Columbine St:   2 hour metered parking (8 AM - 6 PM, Sundays and Holidays excepted) with 1st Monday (north side) and 3rd Monday (south side) overnight (2 AM to 6 AM) street sweeping restrictions.  

E. Colfax Ave, Columbine St to Colorado Blvd:   2 hour time limited parking (8 AM - 6 PM, Sundays and Holidays excepted) with 1st Monday (north side) and 3rd Monday (south side) overnight (2 AM to 6 AM) street sweeping restrictions. 
Graffiti Update
I received a variety of responses to my article last month asking for citizen help in removing graffiti.  One result was that you started reporting more incidents of graffiti.  So far this year Denver Partners Against graffiti have removed 16,911 square feet of graffiti in 302 incidents.  The Mayor’s Graffiti Task Force should have a preliminary report with enforcement, abatement, and prevention recommendations by the end of this month, but they need to hear from you. You are invited to attend the Graffiti Task Force Subcommittees’ Public Comment Meeting Thursday, April 5th from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at the District 1 Police Station located at 1311 W. 46th Ave.
The Duplex Next Door:  Multi-Unit Dwelling Units in R-1 and R-O

A new city-wide language amendment was discussed at the last Blueprint Denver Committee meeting.  This has been held in the Blueprint Denver for a month to ensure that neighborhoods understand the purpose of the amendment.  Community Planning and Development has also had a preliminary discussion with Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation.  

This language amendment applies to R-1 and R-0 zone districts.  When those districts were formed across the City, they included a small percentage of duplexes, triplexes and other multi-family buildings.  These uses were grand-fathered into the district and are known as non-conforming uses.  The proposed language amendment would make the existing multi-family uses conforming uses.  It would add this limitation to the R-0 and R-1 zone districts:

“L200  Multiple unit dwellings that were legally constructed and are legally maintained on a zone lot shall be considered conforming uses in these districts.  Such structures may be modified or demolished and rebuilt in conformity with the R-2 zone district standards in this code, provided, however, that the zone lot shall not be expanded.  Variances may be granted in conformity with section 59-54(2) provided, however, no variance may be granted to the requirement for three-thousand (3,000) square feet of zone lot area per dwelling unit.”

As the code stands now, in R-1 and R-0, no owner of a multi-family property can add on to the property.  Nor can he or she add a garage – in fact, an owner of a duplex in my district had to go through rezoning just to build a garage.  The amendment would allow an owner to add a garage, add on, or scrape and rebuild.  Please note that unless they have extra property (3,000 sq. feet per unit), they cannot increase the number of units.

I initially had some concerns about the extent to which the amendment would change the character of the R-1and R-0 districts so I want to be sure you have the information I received at committee.  In Council District 10, there are 111 non-conforming multi-unit dwellings in the R-1 and R-0 districts containing a total of 273 units; 86 of the structures are duplexes.  Only 5 properties could scrape and add a unit.  While the others could scrape and build larger units, they could not increase the number of units.  The five that could add a unit are located at 1201 Birch, 755 Clayton, 631 Columbine, 567 Williams and 1072 Saint Paul.   

I’d like to know what you think.  If you have further questions about this language amendment, please feel free to email or telephone my office.
The Tree Next Door

In February, we told you about, proposed changes to the tree ordinance, which included:

· requiring a permit for the removal of trees between the curb and the front of a house in all residential zones (currently, trees are protected only in R-0, R-1, R-2 and R-2B districts) 
· requiring a tree protection plan prior to any construction activity valued over 50% of the assessed value of the property as well as prior to demolition in any of the residential zones 
· providing protection for historic or landmark trees anywhere on the property 

· allowing healthy trees to be felled in the event that a disease or insect needs to be isolated to prevent the spread to a larger area 
On Tuesday, April 3, the Public Amenities Committee of Council will be discussing this ordinance again.  One of the more controversial issues the proposal contained was designation of heritage and landmark trees without the owner’s consent.  A heritage tree is a tree that has been designated by the city forester because it is an outstanding specimen of its species.  A landmark tree is a tree that has been designated by the city forester because it is an outstanding specimen of its species and has historical or social significance.  The revised proposal requires owner’s consent before designation.  If a heritage or landmark tree is damaged by pruning excessively, exposing the roots, or neglecting to water, the owner will be required to compensate the city.  
2007 Denver Radium Streets Project
 

A public meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 17 at 6 pm at the Corona Presbyterian Church (at the corner of 8th and Downing Street) to describe the 2007 Denver Radium Streets project.  This project will involve the removal and replacement of the last of the radium impacted asphalt streets in the Capital Hill district.  Streets involved include Corona from 7th to 10th, 9th from Ogden to Cheesman Park, and sections of York from 13th to 6th Avenue.  Work is planned to start in May and will continue through the summer.  Traffic delays and temporary street closures will be involved with this work.
 

Representatives from the City and the contractors performing the work will be present to answer questions at this meeting.
Doors Open Denver 2007
The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs (DOCA) is seeking volunteers for the third annual Doors Open Denver.  The 2007 event will take place on the weekend of April 14 & 15, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with event headquarters at Union Station, 1701 Wynkoop.

 

Doors Open Denver is a FREE event that offers residents and visitors the opportunity to tour the spectacular buildings they see every day but may never enter.  This year, attendees will have access to nearly 80 of Denver’s prominent architectural sites.  These include corporate offices, mansions, museums, architecture and design studios, hotels, commercial and retail buildings, sports venues, transportation hubs and more.  

Participants can experience Doors Open Denver through: 

· a self-guided tour 
· an Urban Adventure (self-guided tours tailored to a specific interest or theme) 
· an Expert Tour (led by architects and historians)   
Be a part of this exciting event as a Site Volunteer!  Site Volunteers serve as greeters and ambassadors for the event and for the City of Denver.  To register as a Site Volunteer, please visit the Doors Open Denver website at www.denvergov.org/doorsopendenver or call 303-282-5073.
17th Annual Box City
The 17th annual Box City will be constructed on April 14, 2007, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Webb Building.  This program of the Colorado chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) introduces children to city planning, urban design, architecture, and the construction industry.  Please become involved as a box builder volunteer or as a sponsor, like Councilwoman Robb.    

Box City is held each year during the AIA’s Architecture Week. This week is filled with educational events such as Doors Open Denver, lectures, symposia, building tours, and other programs that engage the general public in celebrating the built environment’s potential to enrich our lives.

On the day of the event, over 100 children and their families will descend on Box City to construct a miniaturecardboard city. Volunteers from the design and construction industry will assist in teaching participants all about what goes into making a city: the importance of well organized streets, necessity of public parks, and diversity of building types are all discussed. As children move from the “Permit Desk” to the “Construction Zone” they are told what zoning is and how City Council is able to shape our city through these guidelines for development. The “Construction Zone” is a flurry of activity. Discarded cardboard is torn and taped with vigor. Layer upon layer of construction paper is glued with the utmost care. Empty paper towel rolls are transformed into columns. To borrow a line from a noted architect, “Even a box wants to be something.” The completed structures are placed into the Box City landscape where the children are engaged with ideas of city-making and how individual buildings work together to create a rich urban landscape just as diverse people come together to create a strong community.

For more information on Box City and other Architecture Week events, please contact the AIA Colorado office at 303-446-2266.
Public Lectures at Clyfford Still Museum
Please join myself and others at the Clyfford Still Museum for a public lecture at 8 pm on May 2 on “Clyfford Still and Paul Cezanne” by Kent Minturn, a Visiting Professor at University of Denver.  The Clyfford Still Museum is at the Walnut Foundry at 3002 Walnut Street.  Lectures are free and open to the public.  For more information visit www.clyffordstillmuseum.org or call 720-865-4317.
City Council Seeks Applicants for Ethics Board
At-large City Councilwoman Carol Boigon announced today that Denver is seeking applicants for a position on the Denver Board of Ethics.  The Board of Ethics helps elected officials and employees comply with the City’s Code of Ethics that is designed to assure high standards of conduct among City officials. The position is one of two on the five-member board appointed by the Denver City Council.   Council is “Looking for candidates who are fair-minded, familiar with legal concepts, and willing to devote the time to monthly meetings and other board responsibilities,” Councilwoman Boigon explained.  Applications are due April 20, 2007.

A major goal of the Ethics ordinance and City Charter provisions creating the Board is to assure public confidence that persons in positions of public responsibility are acting for the benefit of the public.  The Board of Ethics normally meets monthly on the fourth Thursday of the month for two hours.  Board members spend 4-8 hours each month on their official duties, including meetings.  

The board also serves as a resource for City employees and elected officials who want guidance on particular ethical issues.  When an employee or official has questions about allowable activities under the City Ethics Code, he or she can seek an advisory opinion from the Board of Ethics.  The Board also reviews, investigates, and conducts hearings on complaints alleging violations of the City Code by city representatives and oversees training on ethical matters.  

To be considered for appointment, please send a cover letter and resume to Councilwoman At-large Carol Boigon, Chair, General Government Committee, Denver City Council through email to staff Shelley Smith at Shelley.Smith@ci.denver.co.us or fax the material to Ms. Smith at 720/865-9340 by April 20, 2007.  Please note, City employees are barred from applying for this position.  Further information on the Denver Board of Ethics and Code of Ethics is also available at www.denvergov.org/ethics or by calling Staff Director Michael Henry, 720/865-8412, or Shelley Smith, Denver City Council Legislative Services Staff, 720-865-9316. 
City Council Seeks Applicants for Police Department Monitoring Boards
District One Denver City Councilman Rick Garcia, Manager of Safety Al LaCabe, and Civil Service Commission Director Earl Peterson continue to seek citizen volunteers to participate on two Police Department monitoring boards: the Disciplinary Review Board (“DRB”) and the Use of Force Review Board (“UFRB”).  The City is looking for fair-minded citizens to provide citizen input into these review processes for both the officers’ and the community’s benefit.  Citizen input in these processes is important to police officers who seek a fair hearing and for the community to trust that the Department is open and accountable to its citizens.

The Disciplinary Review Board typically reviews discipline imposed when a Denver Police Officer is accused of breaching departmental policy.  The review may be at an officer’s request or required by departmental-usually when the discipline is more extensive.  The review board includes three police officers and three citizens, picked from a pool of volunteers.  After hearing from both sides, the review board makes its recommendation to the Police Chief.  

The Use of Force Review Board examines all deaths that occur while an individual is in police custody, all officer-involved shootings, as well as incidents involving serious injury or death when an officer uses force.  The board determines whether departmental policy has been followed, or if discipline is warranted for infractions.   Comprised of five police command staff and two volunteers, the Use of Force Review Board reports to the Police Chief regarding policy violations and recommended disciplinary sanctions, if any; and may also suggest changes in police department policy or training.  

Applicants for the citizen pool must meet certain minimum requirements (such as not having been convicted of certain crimes), commit to serving on at least three panels per year, and, if selected, will be trained by the City to serve on both boards.    For an application---that further details criteria for selection---contact the Civil Service Commission, by phone at 720-913-3370 or www.denvergov.org/civilservice.  Applications should be returned to the Civil Service Commission, Webb Municipal Building, 7th Floor, 201 W. Colfax Ave, Dept.1208, Denver CO 80202-5332 by April 3, 2007.  However, the Commission may be accepting late applicants so please contact them for further information.    
New First-Time Homebuyer Assistance Program

 
Becoming a homeowner in the greater Denver metro area is now easier thanks to a new mortgage assistance program offered by the City and County of Denver and the Metro Mayors Caucus. The Metro Mortgage Assistance program offers a 4% down payment assistance grant and 6.20% 30-year fixed-rate mortgage. The program is available to qualifying first-time homebuyers and individuals who haven’t owned a home in the past three years.

Metro Mortgage Assistance is offered to qualified homebuyers who purchase a home within the City and County of Denver or any of the following participating jurisdictions: Arvada, Aurora, Brighton, Broomfield, Castle Rock, Centennial, Commerce City, Edgewater, Englewood, Greenwood Village, Lafayette, Lakewood, Littleton, Lone Tree, Louisville, Northglenn, Parker, Sheridan, Superior, Thornton and Westminster.

Visit the Metro Mortgage Assistance Web page for more information and a list of participating lenders: 

http://www.milehigh.com/housing/homeownership-opportunities/metro-mortgage-assistance
If you have questions about whether or not you qualify, contact the Colorado Housing Assistance Corporation at (303) 572-9445.

Love Sports?  Become a Sports Official for Denver Parks and Recreation  
Denver Parks and Recreation, in partnerships with the Division of Workforce Development, is seeking motivated individuals who want to earn some extra cash while having FUN!  Become a sports official and get paid to officiate the sports that you love! All applicants must be at least 14 years of age and meet the eligibility guidelines. 
If you want to learn more, attend the information session Saturday April 14 from 10am to 12pm at Jackie Robinson Sports Complex 8250 E. Lowry Blvd. or call 720-865-5700.
Danger Under the Viaducts?  Maybe Not
The front page story in the March Glendale Cherry Creek Chronicle painted an alarming picture for users of the Cherry Creek Bike Path (CCBP).  The story cited found bodies, assaults and disturbances. I was alarmed when I read this, and immediately contacted Denver Police Districts 3 & 6.  

I have received a crime report for the last three years for all crime within 500 feet of Cherry Creek.  In reality, incidences of crime have decreased every year since 2004.  Crime along the path in 2006 is 22% less than in 2005.  

DPD District Three Lt. James Cosgrove wrote a letter to the Glendale Cherry Creek Chronicle responding to this article and I hope the Chronicle will publish it. Lt. Cosgrove offers some interesting facts, such as, both of the dead bodies found were the result of suicide and no violence was involved – and one of these incidents happened TEN years ago!

The CCBP is a beautiful urban trail offering our citizens the wonderful opportunity to enjoy an eight mile trail in a park setting in the center of the city.  But, as with any urban adventure, everyone needs to be aware of their surroundings and alert to the possible dangers that can be anywhere.  

The Denver Police Department works hard to keep the CCBP safe.  District 3 has instituted a Cherry Creek Bike Unit, which patrols the path – weather permitting – on bicycles three to four days a week.  District 6 often sends the Mounted Patrol in addition to their Bike Unit to the Bike Path.  Both Districts have Homeless Outreach workers available.

So, enjoy the Cherry Creek Bike Path.  Keep your ears and eyes open and if you see anything, call the police at 911 in an emergency situation and 720-913-2000 for non-emergency.
City Council Meetings and News
· City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.

· Last Monday, March 26, both the Justice Center PUD and a rezoning from R-3 to R-2 in the 1400 block of Milwaukee were approved.

· Blueprint Denver will be discussing Clayton and 3rd rezoning from a PUD to Cherry Creek North business zoning on April 11 and the PUD for Oliver’s on April 25.

· On Wednesday April 4 the Planning Board will have public hearing regarding zoning map application No. 4923, East Colfax Ave. from Colorado to Yosemite, from R-1, R-2, P-1, B-2, B-4, and B-4A2 to Main Street-1 and Main Street-2.  The Planning Bd. meeting is scheduled from 3 - 5pm and this item is scheduled last on the agenda. 

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

Graffiti Task Force Subcommittees’ Public Comment Meeting Thursday, April 5th from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at the District 1 Police Station located at 1311 W. 46th Ave.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Mon

2
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451)

	Tues

3
	Children’s Museum of Denver Free Admission 
	4-8 pm
	Children’s Museum of Denver

2121 Children's Museum Drive

	Wed

4
	Police District 3 
community meeting
	6-7:30 pm
	District 3 Police Station
1625 S. University

	Thurs

5
	Graffiti Task Force Subcommittee’s Public Comment Meeting
	5:00-6:30 pm
	District 1 Police Station

1311 W. 46th Ave.

	Mon

9
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451)

	Tues

10
	Mayfair Neighbors General Meeting
	7-8 pm
	Palmer Elementary School 

995 Grape Street

	Tues

10
	Capitol Hill Task Force
	2:30-4 pm
	Webb Municipal Building,
201 West Colfax Room 4.G.2

	Wed

11
	Happy on the Hill
	5-7 pm
	Irish Snug
1201 E Colfax Ave # 100

	Wed

11
	Neighbors on the Hill
	6-8 pm
	The Network
1402 Pearl St.

	Thurs 12
	Strategic Transportation Plan Advisory Committee Meeting
	4-6 pm
	Webb Municipal Building,
201 West Colfax 4th Floor Large Conference Room

	Thurs

12
	Graffiti Task Force- General Meeting
	5-7 pm
	District 3 Police Station,

1625 S. University

	Thurs

12
	Denver Public School Committee Meeting
	6-8 pm
	East High School

1545 Detroit St

	Sat

14
	Walk for Council District 10 Schools
	9 am
	Bromwell Elementary
4th and Columbine

	Sat

14
	NOTH Graffiti Cleanup
	9 am
	 Meet at Panera Bread 

1350 Grant St.

	Mon

16
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451)

	Tues

17
	Radium Public Meeting
	6-7:30 pm
	Corona Presbyterian Church

1205 East 8th Ave

	Thurs

19
	Bellevue Hale General Meeting
	7-9 pm
	Rose Medical Center, Goodstein Conference Room

	Sat

21
	Walk for Council District 10 Schools
	9 am
	Molly Brown House Museum,
1340 Pennsylvania St.

	Sat

21
	RMC-North American Rock Garden Plant Sale
	9am-2pm
	Denver Botanic Gardens, Mitchell Hall

2005 York Street

	Mon

23
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451)

	Sun
22
	Denver Botanic Gardens 
Free Admission for Earth Day
	Denver Botanic Gardens

2005 York Street

	Sun

28
	Walk for Council District 10 Schools
	9 am
	Josephine Parking Lot at Congress Park

	Mon

30
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451)


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/Newsletter/tabid/383035/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.






