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Pilot Recycling Drop-Off Site in Denver to Open on March 5

Saturday, March 5, 2011, multi-family residents in Capitol Hill and District 10 will have a new opportunity to recycle.  This site, located at Colfax and Josephine, is slated to be open from Saturday, March 5 through December 31, 2011.  This interim use is made possible by a Keep America Beautiful grant and funding from my office. Waste Management of Colorado will provide the container and the hauling and, with the Greenprint Denver Office and Denver’s Solid Waste Management, has provided insight, guidance, and support.  We’ve been working over a year to make this opportunity a real possibility, so now we’ll see how it benefits the community and learn more about our recycling needs.
Volunteers Needed!

The Green Club at East High School has stepped to the plate to help staff the site during hours of operations, but we need more volunteers!  Volunteers will serve to provide information about the benefits and importance of recycling, as well ensure the site is utilized properly for its intended purpose. It’s easy! If you can give an hour or two once a week or once a month, please call my office at 303-377-1807. (We’ll be sure you work with an experienced volunteer the first time.)

Hours of Operation

March 5, 2011 – December 31, 2011
Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Acceptable Items to Recycle at the Site

· Corrugated Cardboard

· Magazines and Catalogs

· Newspaper

· Steel and Tin Cans; Empty Aerosol Cans

· Paperboard

· Paper Bags

· Junk Mail

· Glass Bottles and Jars

· Office Paper; Shredded Paper in Sealed Paper Bags

· Phone Books

· Rigid Plastics (labeled #1 - #7)

· Aluminum Cans, Foil and Pie Plates

Non-Acceptable Items

· No Plastic Lids or Caps

· No Paper Milk or Juice Cartons

· No Ceramics, Drinking Glass or Vases, Light Bulbs, Mirrors or Window Glass

· No Plastic Bags Wrappers, Shrink Wrap, Toys, or Lawn Furniture

· No Tissue Paper, Napkins or Paper Towels

· No Styrofoam of Any Kind Including Cups, Plates, Trays, Packaging Peanuts and Blocks

· No Appliances or Electronics

· No Furniture or Household Goods

· No Hazardous Waste Such as Batteries, Automotive Fluids, Paint or Empty Containers that Held Hazardous Waste Materials

· No Medical Waste

· No Pressurized Containers Such as Propane Canisters

· No Wire Fencing or Scrap Metal

· No Yard Debris Such as Wood, Leaves or Grass Clippings

· No Hardcover or Paperback Books

· No Tires

Users are reminded to please not place items for recycling in plastic bags; and make sure all bottles, cans and containers are empty before recycling them.

Recycle Drop-Off Site users should not leave items outside the recycling bin or whiles the site is closed.  This is considered public dumping, and is against the law.  Please note that violation of these rules will result in the removal of the recycling bin.

And a Community Garden at 16th and Josephine

Here’s more good news about the interim use of our future Denver Recreation Center site.  Denver Urban Gardens, Denver Parks and Recreation, and East High are working together to be sure that we have gardening plots in place for this summer’s growing season!  The East High Rugby Club will be helping with the construction.  If you are interested in being one of the gardeners, please plan on attending the Community Garden Meeting this Thursday, March 3 at 4 pm in The Commons at East High School. This meeting will cover the topics of the site plan, partnerships, and allocating plots. For more information, please contact Shannon at Denver Urban Gardens at 303-292-9900 or Shannon@dug.org. 

Chickens and Ducks and Goats… oh my!

RNO Notification of Denver’s Zoning Code Text Amendment
. 
The Denver Planning Board will hear and make a recommendation on text amendments to the Denver Zoning Code, together with amendments to related provisions of the Denver Revised Municipal Code, on Wednesday, March 16 at 3pm in room 4.F.6. of the Webb Building.
Following the Planning Board’s action, the Land Use, Transportation, and Infrastructure Committee of the Denver City Council will consider the same proposed text amendments at their meeting on Tuesday, March 22 at 10:30 am in room 391 of the City and County Building.
The text amendments revise the current city review process and standards for keeping a limited number of food-producing animals (hens, ducks, and dwarf goats) as accessory to a primary residential, public/institutional, restaurant, or urban garden/greenhouse use.

A draft of the proposed ordinance, together with Community Planning and Development’s (CPD) staff report, will be available in electronic format one week before the scheduled Planning Board hearing date at http://denvergov.org/cpd/Zoning/Rezoning/PendingTextAmendments/tabid/437326/Default.aspx.

The “RNO Position Statement.pdf” located on the above web page should be e-mailed to CPD Planning Services at RNOresponses@denvergov.org so that your organization’s position regarding this application may be addressed at the Planning Board Hearing.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD EXPRESS THEIR CONCERNS OR SUPPORT AT THE PLANNING BOARD HEARING AND AT THE PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE CITY COUNCIL
“Live, Work, Play” Award- Vote for the Lowenstein!
The Denver Regional Council of Governments’ (DRCOG) brand-new and exciting awards program called “Live, Work, Play” celebrates great places and livable communities in the Denver region.

The Lowenstein CulturePlex is one of the 10 finalists for the awards – The finalist is chosen by most votes received online. As a neighbor to the district, the Lowenstein CulturePlex is situated across from East High School and the future site of the Central Denver recreation center immediately west of the school, and is in the heart of the Greater Capitol Hill neighborhoods, Denver’s highest-density community with a population of 54,000 and 35,000 households.

 

Show your support of the Greater Capitol Hill neighborhood and cast your vote HERE!
 

And you can vote as often as you like!

 

The winning project gets a spread in 5280 and coverage on 9News.

Congress Park Tennis Players Rejoice!
Denver Parks and Recreation has announced that along with other courts in Denver, the Congress Park Tennis courts will get a makeover this spring. This includes resurfacing courts 1-5 (including the basketball court between courts 2 and 3), converting court 5 to a Quickstart (read on for definition) teaching court and painting new lines that incorporate teaching for 10-12 year olds.  Court 5 is the only court that is oriented east/west.  On this court, the added lines will not interfere with adult play, but will enhance the teaching of 10-12 year olds.

 
Quickstart Tennis is a new approach the USTA is taking for teaching kids 10 and under to play (and love) tennis. It involves lower nets on smaller courts, shorter racquets hitting slower moving balls. It's a chance for kids to learn real tennis and have real fun doing it. Quickstart follows almost every other youth sport and uses racquets, balls and courts that are sized right for kids so that they enjoy the game right from the start.

There are many ways to get your kids involved in a 10 and Under Tennis program. By clicking on the Parents link at usta.com, you can find valuable tips and information in the USTA Parents' Guide, learn about Community Programs near you, find organizers and facilities teaching 10 and Under Tennis, find programs and leagues - even information on becoming a coach yourself.

The basic philosophy behind 10 and Under Tennis, using the QuickStart Tennis play format, is for kids to have fun learning and playing tennis. Besides being introduced to the sport through tennis programs, there are three ways for kids to get into and enjoy the game.

* The first is spontaneous play. This can be as simple as hitting off a wall outside, and practicing hand-eye coordination and getting a feel for the ball and racquet. Courts can be set up at home in driveways or backyards - no different than the way kids play catch or shoot baskets.

* Second is some kind of supervised play with parents or organizers getting a group of young players at local courts just as they would any other youth sport.

* Lastly is structured play within an organized 10 and Under Tennis program.

The common theme with each of these types of play? Play. Get kids playing with the right racquets and low compression balls, and let them have fun. Visit http://10andundertennis.com/parents.htm for more information.

I welcome questions and comments about this plan for our beloved Congress Park tennis courts. Please contact me at 303.377.1807, or emailing jeanne.robb@ci.denver.co.us.
Reminder: Street Sweeping Begins April 1st!

Citywide seasonal street sweeping begins on Thursday, April 1, 2010 - Denver’s residential streets are swept once a month between the hours of 8 am and 5 pm from April through November.  Street sweeping schedule signs are posted so you can tell at a glance which day is sweeping day on your block.  Please note, neighborhoods with little on-street parking demand do not have these signs.  
Denver’s Public Works makes remembering your sweeping day easy by allowing you to register to receive an email reminder the day before your street sweeping day.  
Better Denver Bond Program Update:

Bannock Street Rehabilitation Project
As part of the Better Denver Bond Program approved by voters in 2007, Denver Public Works will begin making improvements on Bannock Street from Colfax Avenue to 14th Avenue.

The Bannock Street make-over is part of the “Colfax Avenue and 14th Avenue” bond project that will install pedestrian improvements on Colfax Avenue and 14th Avenue between Speer and Broadway to strengthen the link between Civic Center and Speer.

Construction on Bannock Street begins today and features major improvements including a mid-block pedestrian crossing and a new paved, 25 ft. wide multimodal connection that will accommodate both pedestrians and bicyclists bordering Civic Center Park.

During construction, two lanes of traffic will be open on Bannock Street and access for pedestrians will be maintained. Construction on Bannock Street is scheduled for completion by May 2011.

For visuals and more information on the Colfax Avenue and 14th Avenue Better Denver Bond project visit: http://denvergov.org/Projects/ublicWorks/ColfaxAvenueand14thStreet
Planning Neighborhood, Block and Community Cleanups

As spring approaches and we start cleaning out our homes and teaming up with neighbors to clean up our neighborhoods, District 10 wants to support you and your volunteers’ efforts.  Please keep these tips in mind when scheduling cleanup projects in your districts.  

Get the Word Out Contact my office so that we can provide assistance.  I am happy to include information in my monthly newsletter, inform any constituents that call and communicate with neighborhood organizations.  Neighborhood cleanups can be a great way to get to know your neighbors – reach out and make a difference!

Cleanup Supplies Keep Denver Beautiful Program will provide loaner tools (rakes, brooms, shovels), loaner supplies (safety vests and gloves), trash bags and trash pickup after your cleanup.  Requests for supplies should be made 2 weeks in advance of your project date. 

large itemsLarge Item Pickup If the project includes cleaning alleys and yards,  will probably be set out for pick up along with other debris.  Notify Keep Denver Beautiful of your project boundaries at least 5 working days in advance of your cleanup date so operations staff is aware of and prepared for the possibility of excessive LIP in those areas.  To guarantee LIP support, cleanups must be held the weekend prior to your scheduled LIP week.  This allows all trash trucks to stay within their routes, and regular collection service is not disrupted.  

Graffiti Abatement Support Since permission is required to abate graffiti on private property, Denver Partners Against Graffiti (DPAG) only provides various colors of paint supplies for abatement on public property (poles, dumpsters, signs, etc.).  In order to have adequate supplies for your project, DPAG recommends you submit your project boundaries and request graffiti cleanup supplies 14 days in advance of the project date.    
Safety Alert: Rash of Theft from Motor Vehicles
We have seen a number of cases of theft from motor vehicles happening in Capitol Hill and the area that borders. Miscellaneous items including backpacks, gym bags, loose change, GPS devices, etc were taken.

Crime prevention begins at home. Neighbors partnering with local law enforcement serve as the best crime fighting team around. 

Just a reminder: 

· Please lock your vehicles. 
· Please remove all valuable personal property from sight. 
· Please place items of value in your locked trunk or please leave at home. 

· Please disable trunk release mechanisms when away from vehicles as car thieves use these buttons to access your vehicle trunk. 

· Please consider investing in an anti-theft device. Many of these devices earn significant insurance discounts. 

· Please call the nonemergency number (720-913-2000) to report suspicious persons or car prowlers or strange sounds (like breaking glass). 
· Please call 911 if you observe a crime in progress. 
Denver Composting Pilot Program Continues in 2011
Denver’s Composting Collection Pilot Program Accepts Food, Soiled Paper and Yard Debris! Denver residents have proven they are great recyclers. We are now taking recycling to the next level in Denver by testing composting collection through a new pilot program. Organic materials like food, soiled paper and yard debris are the largest items we throw away in our landfill, and it is 100% compostable.

Each participating household is assigned a maximum of one 65 gallon green composting cart. Only materials placed inside will be collected.

The composting collection program accepts organic material such as yard debris, food and soiled paper. The programs strictly prohibits any type of plastic, glass or metal as these are contaminants that prohibit the ability to compost the organic material. Unfortunately the program is not available to all areas at this time. For a complete listing of where composting is available and to sign up your household, visit www.denvergov.com/recoth/CompostPilotProgram/tabid/431111/Default.aspx 

City Helps Make Hiring Easier for Denver Businesses
When it comes to staff recruitment, making the right hiring decision can be challenging at best. And in today’s economy, effective hiring is all the more difficult given the financial strains faced by many businesses.

To make staff recruitment easier, the Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) is offering two programs that connect Denver businesses with trained, pre-screened workers. OED is seeking businesses to participate in its Wage Subsidy and Bridges to Work Youth Internship programs. 

Wage Subsidy Program

The Wage Subsidy program offers subsidies to qualified businesses to hire new employees. Funded by the federal Workforce Investment Act, the program offers a minimum of 50 percent of an employee’s wages to be subsidized for a period of up to six months. Subsidies for individual positions cannot exceed $8,000.

Last year OED established wage subsidy contracts for 303 job placements with businesses in several industries, including energy, construction/skilled trades, health care, retail and hospitality.

To be considered for the program, a business must be located in Colorado for at least 120 days, pay into workers’ compensation and unemployment insurance, and have not laid off employees within the past 90 days. Subsidies are only available for full-time positions that provide at least 32 hours of work per week. 

To apply for the program, businesses must submit an interest questionnaire online at www.milehigh.com.

Bridges to Work
OED is inviting businesses to participate as sponsorship mentors of the Bridges to Work summer youth internship program. The program provides skills training and career exploration for youth 16 to 21 years of age, while providing employers with staffing options for business success.

A $3,000 pledge will connect participating businesses with a trained and pre-screened youth intern. All wages, employer taxes/fees and workers’ compensation coverage for up to 160 hours of employment are paid and managed by OED. Prior to starting an internship, all youth complete three weeks of intensive soft skill training, financial literacy education and job readiness preparation. Employers make the final selection of interns. 

Bridges to Work debuted last summer with 40 youth interns, 100 percent of whom continued with their high school or college education following the program. The sponsored program was designed to complement OED’s Youth Employment Program.

For more information or to become a part of the Bridges to Work program, please contact OED’s division of Workforce Development, Youth Services at 720-865-5549
What’s Happening at Morey Neighborhood Center?
Fitness Center – no membership required! - only $3 per visit! 
Come enjoy the fitness facility for only $3 per visit!  The center has an indoor pool, a weight room, two gyms and a running track. Great place for pick-up basketball. Hours are Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  Personal Training also is available for a small fee.  Contact us: moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, 720-424-0791 or visit http://mnc.dpsk12.org.  Multi-pass and senior discounts are available.  No membership required! Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School). 
Morey Neighborhood Center Children’s Swim Lessons at National Jewish Health 
Morey Neighborhood Center also offers swimming lessons for kids of all ages at National Jewish Health, 1400 Jackson St. (Colfax and Colorado) on Saturdays.  Class sessions run throughout the year and include parent-child, preschool, beginner, intermediate, advanced, and masters.  All classes are on Saturdays between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm.  For class descriptions, times, and prices visit: http://mnc.dpskk12.org/swim.  Registration for all classes may be done by e-mail moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, by phone 720-424-0791, or by fax 720-424-0726.
Rocky Mountain Alley Cat Alliance
Founded. in 1991, Rocky Mountain Alley Cat Alliance (RMACA) is dedicated to humane population control for the Denver region’s cat population. The Feline Fix, RMACA’s spay/neuter clinic, is the only high quality, high volume clinic in the area devoted to providing affordable spay/neuter services for feral, stray and owned cats.

RMACA also offers a comprehensive trap-neuter-return (TNR) program for the public, so neighbors can work together to humanely control their free roaming cat populations. The community is encouraged to take advantage of RMACA’s TNR workshops and humane trap bank. Our workshops are held on the third Saturday of every month fro 12-3 p.m. at the RMACA facility at 2600 West 2nd Avenue, #8 in Denver. Please e-mail maya@rmaca.org if you are interested in attending. 

RMACA gives cat guardians the opportunity to stop cat overpopulation from happening in their own homes by offering affordable spay and neuter services every week.

Many of the 24,000 cats euthanized in 2009 were litters of  kittens. The only humane way to lower the numbers is through spaying and neutering. An unaltered female cat may become pregnant as early as five months of age, and bear 2-3 litters per year for her entire life. Every cat we spay will prevent as many as 200 more kittens from being born.

Please call 303-202-3516 or visit www.rmaca.org to schedule an appointment to have your cat spayed or neutered.
Upcoming Events
 
· Free Days in Denver
· Denver Art Museum: Saturday, March 5th 
· Denver Botanic Gardens At 1005 York Street location: Saturday March 20th 
· Denver Center for the Performing Arts: the program operates as a ticket drawing. Apply for free tickets at http://denvercenter.org/aboutdenvercenter/ContactUs.aspx
· “Business Watch” Meeting, March 2 from 2 pm- 3 pm at 1552 Pennsylvania St. This program is a safety program for upper Colfax Businesses and is presented by CBID and District 6 Police. This is the first in a series of 1 hour workshops providing information and tools for the safety of your employees, customers and you in an urban environment. Plus District 6 Police will customize additional training to meet your safety needs in Upper Colfax. Please RSVP to admin@colfaxave.com or call 303-832-2086 for more information.
· Community Garden at 16th and Josephine Meeting. Thursday, March 3 at 4pm in The Commons at East High School. This meeting will cover the topics of the site plan, partnerships, and allocating plots. For more information, please contact Shannon at Denver Urban Gardens at 303-292-9900 or Shannon@dug.org. 
· St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Saturday March 12, 10 am.  The Parade goes throughout the downtown beginning at 27th and Blake, going to 17th St, west for two blocks then up Wynkoop & Wewatta to 23rd.  The city’s largest annual parade features horses and stagecoaches, marching bands, floats and fun with a Western flair. Visit www.denverstpatricksdayparade.org for more information. 
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  However, City Council will meet on Tuesday February 22, 2011 instead of Monday February 21, 2011 because of President’s Day.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Tues Mar 1
	First Tuesday on the Fax
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Senor Pepes

1422 Poplar

	Tues Mar 1
	Comcast Franchise Public Meeting
	6:30 pm – 8 pm
	East High School

	Thurs Mar 3
	Denver Urban Gardens Meeting
	4 pm – 6 pm
	The Commons at East High School

	Thurs Mar 3 
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 pm – 7:30 pm 
	1625 S. University Blvd

	Sat Mar 5
	Recycling Site Opening
	9 am – 12 am
	16th and Josephine

	Mon Mar 7
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues Mar 8
	CBID Board Meeting
	10 am – 11 am
	Alta Court

1490 Lafayette St

	Wed Mar 9
	Cherry Creek Plan Coordination Team meeting
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Daniel’s Fund
101 Monroe

	Wed Mar 9
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Steve’s Snappin Dogs
3525 E. Colfax

	Thurs Mar 10
	Parks and Rec Advisory Board Meeting
	5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
	Webb Building
Room 4.G.2

	Mon Mar 14
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed Mar 16
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
	Daniel’s Fund
101 Monroe

	Thurs Mar 17
	Golden Triangle 3rd Thursday
	5 pm – 7 pm
	TBD

	Mon Mar 21
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs Mar 24
	CPAG
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Tears-MacFarlane

1290 Williams St.

	Mon Mar 28
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2008Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/428942/Default.aspx 
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line
