I hear that all of you are frustrated with the situation in Cheesman Park regarding the dogs.  I spent about 1 hour in the North Meadow with the Rusts on March 19, 2009.  I observed the lawn and listened to their concerns.  I have since heard from several of you regarding the issue.  I would like to share the same information with you that I shared with the Rusts.  

The Denver Police Department has to prioritize all calls for service.  The highest priorities, of course, are calls involving injury to someone like a fight, robbery, injured person, narcotics, etc.  Lower priority calls involve a great variety of calls for service that do not have the threat of someone being injured.  These calls run the gamut from reports on a stolen car, to parking complaints, to dogs off leash and many other types of calls.  I have limited resources to deal with and must make sure that I am using those resources wisely for the service of everyone in my District.  I told the Rust's that I do not have the resources to commit to handling dogs off leash exclusively in this park.  To stop this issue you would need to have an officer in the park all day and night for a period of time.  I shared with the Rust’s that it is the primary mission of the Animal Control people  as opposed to the Police whom have very many other responsibilities. I encouraged them, and now you, to make outcry to Animal Control and try to get their interest in the Park and the enforcement. Maybe as a group you can implore them to help you curb the problem.  The City’s Parks and Rec also have civilian employees called Park Rangers that are assigned and can also enforce dogs off leash.  Between the two organizations you should get a response.

We are truly caught in the middle. We have written many citations for dogs off leash and get lots of complaints saying, “I don't want my tax money spent on you writing dog off leash when there are other more dangerous issues out there.” I do routinely send officers to the park in many forms and the dogs are put on leash while we are there then they are taken off leash as soon as we leave.

The Rusts have told me that Neighbors and Friends for Cheesman Park are going to hire off duty officers to provide enforcement there. This will be the only way to assure that an officer will be there with the sole purpose of enforcing this charge. I also talked with them about a possible negotiated/mediated agreement which would set aside an area in the park that could be fenced off and given to the dogs.  This will be for the City to decide through the Dog Park Master Plan being created by Parks and Recreation.

As I explained to the Rusts my answer may not be the one you want to hear, but I am always honest with you regarding the response you can expect from the Police Department and the reasons why.  


