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Happy Holidays from all of us at the District 10 office!  
                        Councilwoman Jeanne Robb, 
         Aides Nora Kimball, Emily Liff, Kathi Anderson 
                        and volunteer Gail Duree
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Councilwoman Robb’s District Office Hours
Because our office has moved to the City and 
County
 
Building
, Councilwoman Robb will be hosting office hours in four areas of her district every Thursday from 10-12 am. Look for her sign and stop by!
**Note: District Office Hour Locations will change periodically to continue to support local businesses so please pay attention to reminder emails and E-Talk.
1
st
 Thursday: Caffe Sanora (
1245 E. Colfax Ave
)
2
nd
 Thursday:  Geez Louise Coffee Shop (
4924 E. Colfax Ave
) 
3
rd
 Thursday: Aviano Coffee (2
nd
 and 
St. Paul St
.)
4
th
 Thursday: Lamb Shoppe (
3512 E. 12
th
 Ave
)- **Note New Location
)





















[bookmark: happyholidays]HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND SHOP LOCALLY!

I’m writing this holiday message to you from my office hours at Caffe Sanora, 1245 E. Colfax, looking out at the snow and reminiscently at my former office on Colfax. We miss our old digs, but the silver lining is that I get to spend one morning a week in our great local coffee and retail shops. So let me remind you to enjoy the holidays by picking gifts from local merchants. For instance, let Caffe Sanora provide your holiday desserts or Christmas morning croissants. 

I see that a new consignment store, Act II, has opened near my old office at Colfax and Lafayette, and I’ve really enjoyed browsing at Koru, the new consignment store on Sixth Avenue. For the holidays, consider a Film Society membership or gift card, and I know you will buy at least one holiday book at Tattered Cover. This month I start office hours at the Lamb Shoppe on 12th Avenue, owned by a District 10 resident. In Cherry Creek, we finally have a great local company, the baby boutique Right Start, in the former Cook’s Mart space.

 I wish I could highlight every retailer. We are indeed blessed in Denver to not have to venture far from home to find great and unique gifts for friends and family!  


[bookmark: sembler]What’s Happening at 9th and Colorado?

Both the October and November issues of Life on Capitol Hill have chronicled the Sembler Company’s proposal to redevelop the former Health Sciences Center at 9th and Colorado, and I wrote about it in my column in June. As the prospect of near-term redevelopment of the site by Shea Companies slowed with uncertain phasing and no final sale arrangement, the University of Colorado entered into a contract with Sembler for sale of the site. Sembler is a retail development company based in Atlanta. 

Sembler first presented their initial concept for “large format” retail, a natural grocer, other small and medium sized retail shops, and a restaurant row along Eighth Avenue at the July meeting of the Colorado Boulevard Health Care District (CBHD). CBHD is a consortium or steering committee of neighborhood representatives from Bellevue-Hale, Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods, Congress Park, Hilltop, and Mayfair and institutional representatives from the hospitals in the area. Sembler is also proposing multi-unit residential on the east side of the property, as Shea Properties had. Also as Shea did, they have agreed to preserve the Nurse’s Dorm and the Quad. Representatives of the Community Planning and Development (CPD) office, neighborhood representatives, and Councilwoman Susman and I worked with Sembler to make modifications to the plan – such as more buildings along Colorado, more building frontage along 9th Avenue, more pedestrian connections, preservation of street trees, and on-street parking. 
 
Council has no official decision-making authority in this process. The zoning under the old code (Commercial Mixed Use (10) along Colorado and Residential Mixed Use to the east) is in place, and we cannot mandate uses or amount of office, residential, and retail use. CPD did determine that the General Development Plan which lays out the placement of buildings, open space, and street placement/connectivity needed to be amended as different streets are going through the site now and the open space is somewhat re-arranged. CBHD approved the amendment last month, and CPD is taking public comment.  The deadline for public comment is December 1 but if you send comments to me by Monday, I will be sure that the Development Review Council sees them.

The link to the plan presentation is http://denvergov.com/Portals/76/documents/9+CO%20CBHD%20site%20plan.pdf .

CBHD is meeting this afternoon – December 1 – at 4 pm at the Molly Blank Conference Center at National Jewish Hospital.  The agenda includes the current project timeline, discussion of design guidelines for the project, an update on the residential component, historic designation of the nurses’ dorm, and any available information on possible tenants.

[bookmark: paradeoflights][bookmark: parade]2011 Parade of Lights Street Closures

The parade of lights is THIS Friday (Dec 2) and Saturday (Dec 3) nights!   You won’t want to miss the sparkling lights, marching bands, giant balloons, dazzling floats and delightful characters as they take to the streets of Downtown Denver. Spectator viewing for the Parade is free all along the two-mile route, and grandstand seats are available for purchase in front of the City & County Building. To purchase grandstand tickets, go online to www.tickethorse.com or call 303.53HORSE.

The Parade of Lights means several street closures in downtown – and specifically in the Civic Center area.  Please be aware, that if you are coming down for the parade, you may not be able to park where you normally do.  

Public parking access to area garages is expected to be shut down 2 1/2 hours prior to the Parade start times.

Visit www.DenverParadeofLights.com for information on parking, bus/light rail access, and while you are there, don't miss all of the great ways to support the Parade this year.

[bookmark: holidaysafetytipis][bookmark: safetytips]Holiday Safety Tips
 
While I would rather start this holiday newsletter with more joyous articles (and we do have some), I first need to remind you to be vigilant during the holiday season. As a proactive measure, I would encourage you to be alert to strange cars and strangers in general in your neighborhood. If either concerns you, please call the non-emergency police number at 720-913-2900. While the police may not respond immediately, your call will guarantee a drive-by from DPD. In light of these break-ins, below is a list of extra precautions recommended by the Denver Police Department to help keep your home and neighborhood safe during the holidays and all-year round.

You:
1. Dress Down – Dress casually and comfortably.  Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.  
1. Shop Together - Shop with friends and family.  Try not to shop alone, especially at night. 
1. Shop in Small Doses - Make regular trips to the car.  Avoid carrying too many packages that put you off balance and make you a target. 
1. Act - Never go home if you think you are being followed or if you feel threatened. Go to a busy well-lit safe place. 
1. Don’t Play Hero - Comply with a thief’s demands.  Record an accurate description for law enforcement: height, weight, eye color, hair color, scars, tattoos, clothing, and license plate. 

Your Family:
1. Educate Your Kids - Show children what a security person and what a salesperson look like.  Should you get separated, they will know who to notify 
1. Communicate - Tell someone where you are going and how long you will be gone.  Let them know if you change your schedule. 

Your Car:
1. Park Smart – Look for well- lit areas close to the entrance of the store.  Remember where you parked by taking a picture with your cell phone or writing it down.  
1. Lock the Car - Keep doors locked and windows closed.  Remember your keys. 
1. Returning to the Parking Lot - Have your car keys out when returning to your car.  Check the back seat and under the car before getting in. 
1. Hide Packages - Store packages in the trunk of the car.  Put your packages in the trunk before you drive to your next location not when you arrive.  Never leave them visible inside the car. 

Your Money:
1. Watch Your Purse - Hold your purse close to your body and make sure it is closed so that your wallet is not accessible.  Use a front pocket if carrying a wallet. 
1. Avoid Cash - Never flash large amounts of money. Try to use checks or credit cards instead of cash. 
1. Use Credit Cards Safely - Beware of identity theft and keep receipts safe.  Record credit card numbers at home and guard PIN numbers. 

Your Home:
1. Lock-Up During the Day:  The majority of home and apartment burglaries occur during the daytime when most people are away at work or at school.  Burglars tend to choose unoccupied homes with the easiest access, the greatest amount of cover, and the best escape routes. 
1. Be a Hard Target:  Keep all your doors and windows closed and locked.  Keep garage doors closed even when you are home.  Lock any door connecting the garage to your house.  If you have an alarm system, put it on when you’re away -- even for short trips! 
1. Be a Good Neighbor:  Get to know your adjacent neighbors and agree to watch each other’s home.  Pick up newspapers and flyers for your neighbors, and ask them to do the same for you when out of town 
1. [bookmark: library][bookmark: pamschooley]Be Bright and Be Safe: Install bright exterior lighting to eliminate hiding places around the front of your home and use motion sensor lights on the rear of your home 

[bookmark: zoningcode][bookmark: delaware]One-Way Delaware and Cherokee Streets To Become Two-Way Streets

Starting November 28th, Public Works will begin converting Delaware Street between 13th Avenue and 11th Avenue from a one-way southbound street to a two-way roadway.  The conversion of Cherokee Street between Speer Boulevard and 13th Avenue will begin the week of December 5th.  

The conversions are expected to be complete by December 7; however the schedules are weather dependant and may change due to any adverse weather conditions. No work will be conducted from December 1st thru the 4th to ensure there are not conflicts with the Parade of Lights activities.

In order to install the new travel lanes on Delaware and Cherokee Streets, temporary parking restrictions will be in effect, beginning Monday, November 28th.  These restrictions will allow crews to turn all the parking signage to orient towards the new direction of traffic.  There will be a lane closure in place for a few days to allow the work to be completed.  No parking restrictions will be in place from December 1st thru the 4th.  

Public Works has been working with my office and the Golden Triangle Neighborhood Association over the past three years regarding the Denver Justice Center and related traffic impacts. The Golden Triangle Neighborhood Association, with support from my office, requested that Delaware Street from 11th Avenue to 13th Avenue, and Cherokee Street from 10th Avenue to 13th Avenue, be converted to two-way traffic to help mitigate anticipated traffic impacts from the new Denver Justice Center. The daily volume of traffic on both Cherokee and Delaware is below 5,000 vehicles per day, which can be accommodated with a two-way street design.


[bookmark: demolition]Demolition Begins on Gove Middle School Building

The demolition process of the Gove Middle School Building has begun. The demolition is a two step process. The first step is abatement of all hazardous materials (asbestos) from the building. The second step is actual demolition of the building.

Denver Public School is responsible for the abatement of the building’s hazardous materials, and that’s what’s going on now. DPS has contracted with Excel Environment to do this work. They will be supervised by Herron Enterprises, an environmental consulting firm. They will be working in the building from now through the end of December, 2011. 

The second phase will be the actual demolition of the building. This will commence in January, 2012 and the time could fluctuate depending on weather and other factors.  We will have another update in January.

If you have any questions or concerns about the work by Excel Environment or Herron Enterprises, please contact Moe Alarcon, Environmental Safety Specialist, DPS Office of Construction Services/Environmental services at 720.490.6944. And as always feel free to contact my office 720.337.7710.  


[bookmark: rnos][bookmark: rno]Annual Re-Registration for RNOs

All registered neighborhood organizations that wish to maintain their status with Denver must re-register by January 31, 2012.     

The City and County of Denver registers neighborhood organizations each year to enable them to receive notification of zoning map amendments, zoning variance applications, liquor and cabaret license applications and various other informational items.

Neighborhood organizations have the option of completing and returning a hard copy of this form which can be found on my website. Neighborhood organizations may also re-register electronically.  To do so, save this form on your desktop, complete the form, save changes and return it as an email attachment to Julius.zsako@denvergov.org.

You can view your group’s current information on the Denver Maps feature of DenverGov at the following link. CPD rely on you to notify them of changes in your contact information. Due to a high volume of traffic on Denver Maps, it may take up to 30 seconds for the page to appear.  
http://www.denvergov.org/denvermaps/report.asp?rpt=norg&cat=cprop&me=3106976,1644364,3255209,1761837
In order to be considered for registration, you must agree to the following: 
I fully understand and will comply with the regulations of the Neighborhood Registration Ordinance (Revised Municipal code, Section 12-91) that state: 
-Our organization will be open to any owner of any real property or resident located within the neighborhood boundaries of the proposed organization. 
-The organization will be a general purpose group formed for the purpose of collectively addressing issues and interests common to the area. 
-Our organization will assign a contact person who can be notified by phone, e-mail and mail of upcoming events affecting our neighborhood. 
-Our organization will hold a meeting at which all members may vote at least once in each calendar year and at least 12 members must be in attendance at the annual meeting. All meetings shall be open to the public. A list of those attending the annual meeting shall be kept.
Please mail or email the completed form by January 31, 2012 to: 
Julius Zsako
Community Planning and Development
Dept 205
201 W. Colfax Avenue    
Denver, Colorado 80202
Julius.zsako@denvergov.org


Questions?  Please call Julius Zsako at 720-865-2969


[bookmark: bcycle]New B-Cycle Locations in District 10 Opening in Spring 2012
 
Denver B-Cycle will close for winter on Friday, December 9. However when it reopens in spring 2012, there will be three new kiosk locations in District 10!

New B-Cycle Locations in District 10: 

1. 2502 E. 12th Ave. (South side of 12th, 35 ft. East of Columbine)
1. 1425 Ogden (North side of 14th 40 ft East of Ogden)
1. 1490 Pearl (East side of Pearl 45 ft South of Colfax)

Other B-Cycle Locations in District 10 include:
1. 14th & Elati St.
1. Denver Public Library (10 W. 14th Ave Pkwy)
1. 11th & Broadway
1. 12th & Sherman
1. 7th & Grant
1. 13th & Pearl
1. 11th & Emerson
1. 9th & Downing
1. Denver Botanic Gardens (1051 York St)
1. 3rd & Milwaukee
1. 250 Columbine.
1. 30 S. Madison (Ellsworth and Madison)
1. Cherry Creek Mall

[bookmark: petsurvey][bookmark: MBAC]Call for Applications- Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Committee
 
Want to help Denver become the most bicycle friendly city in the country?  

Denver is looking for committed individuals, who will represent our diverse community to serve on the Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Committee starting in February, 2012.  

A transformation in the way we move through our city is occurring – from almost exclusive reliance on single occupancy cars to an active, environmentally friendly multi-modal transportation culture combining walking, biking and/or transit! According to the recently released 2010 American Community Survey, 2.2% of Denver commuters bicycled to work, an increase from 1.8% in 2009. Since 2005, the percentage of bicycle commuting in Denver has increased by 57.1%, and since 2000 it has increased by 131.6%! Denver ranks 6th in bicycle commuting out of 43 cities with a 2010 U.S. Census population of more than 400,000. This change is having a positive impact on our community’s health, environment, quality of life and economy! Once relegated to the realm of recreation, bicycles are now regarded as a tool to achieve sustainability. Correspondingly, serious attention is being paid to bike policy, investments in bike infrastructure and public education. As advisor to the Mayor and City agencies and conduit back to the community, the MBAC is on the front line of this transformation.  

A cover letter, resume and a completely filled out application form are required.  

In your cover letter, please answer the following questions:
1. How often do you ride a bike (e.g. daily, weekly, monthly) and for what purpose (e.g. transportation, recreation, health)?
1. What if any bicycle organizations are you a member of?
1. Do you use public transportation? Combine it with bike trips? 
1. Will you be able to make the time commitment of at least 5 hours per month to 1) attend monthly evening MBAC meetings; 2) attend periodic working committee meetings in between full meetings; 3) volunteer for “homework” as needed?
1. Rank your interest in the following committees:  policy, infrastructure and education.  
In addition, please highlight the skills you will bring to the work of the MBAC and what you hope to accomplish during your term of service. 

Reply with your letter of interest, application and resume to Anthony Aragon at Anthony.Aragon@denvergov.org by December 15.  You will hear back by January 15.   

[bookmark: winterparktrips]Parks and Rec Dept. Offering $30 Winter Park Trips for Youth

Denver Parks and Recreation are again offering its $30 ski and snowboarding trips to Winter Park for youth ages 7-17 for the 2011/2012 ski season.  

Learn to Ski and Snowboard offers weekday ski and snowboard trips, where youth learn to ski or snowboard from professional instructors at the Winter Park Ski and Ride school staff. Participants receive lessons, lift tickets, equipment rental, ski attire and transportation for $30.  Groups are organized by age and ability to ski. 

Interested? Register at participating Rec Centers and view the upcoming schedule of trips on the Parks and Rec website. 

[bookmark: forestry]Denver Forestry Offers Tips for Homeowners
The Denver Forestry Division has seen significant damage to many of the trees around Denver due to the recent snow storms, and they would like to pass along the following tips to physically and financially protect property owners: 
1. Inspect the area around your tree to ensure there are no existing overhead power lines in or near the canopy of the tree in need of work.
1. Take the time to visually inspect the canopy of your trees for:
1. Broken / hanging branches suspended in the tree.
1. Cracks or fractures within major limbs created from the bending pressures of the snow.
1. Remember tree work is far more dangerous than perceived, and if your tree has a large broken limb that will require a ladder or climbing to remove it please strongly consider hiring a skilled licensed arborist to perform the work.
1.  If you need to hire someone to perform tree work, be sure to hire a legal contractor who holds a license through Denver Forestry to ensure competence, possession of proper insurance, and quality work.
3. Visit www.denvergov.org/forestry for a list of licensed contractors.
3. Be cautious of people who are going door to door trying to sell tree services.
3. If you have questions about the services being offered, please feel free to contact Denver Forestry for assistance forestry@denvergov.org or 720-913-0651.
1. Chainsaws are very dangerous; do not operate one without proper training and personal safety equipment.
1. There are right ways and wrong ways to remove limbs from trees, if you are making cuts on your tree make sure you understand proper pruning targeting the branch collar.
5. Visit http://www.treesaregood.com/treecare/pruning_mature.aspx for more details on pruning trees.
[bookmark: idling][bookmark: idiling]Denver’s Idling Restriction Ordinance
 
As temperatures get colder, more people will turn their cars on to warm them before driving. Just a reminder of Denver’s Idling restriction ordinance (Sec. 4-43) which states that no person shall allow a vehicle to idle for more than five (5) minutes in any one-hour period unless the outside air temperature has been less than twenty (20) degrees Fahrenheit for each hour of the previous twenty-four (24) hour period; or if the latest hourly ambient outside air temperature is less than ten (10) degrees Fahrenheit.


[bookmark: DURA]DURA Awarded $850,000 for Home-Repair Loans
Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) has awarded Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA) $850,000 in funding to support the city’s housing rehabilitation programs.

Through the Single Family Rehabilitation (SFR) and Emergency Home Repair (HER) programs, DURA helps low- and moderate –income homeowners in Denver address their housing rehabilitation needs through low- or zero-interest loans. 

The SFR program provides loans for essential home repairs such as roofing, kitchen and bathroom cabinets, furnace and water heater repair/replacement, electrical, plumbing, sidewalks, painting, flooring, windows and doors, insulation and handicap accessibility. The EHR program provides similar help but for emergency situations that require immediate attention, such as leaking roof, inoperable furnace or water heater, and plumbing or sewer system failure. 

[bookmark: openair]For more information about qualification criteria visit www.renewdenver.org/housing-rehabilitation or call DURA at 303.534.3872.

[bookmark: utilitybills]Reduce Your Utilities Bills by Joining the Denver Energy Challenge
What is the Denver Energy Challenge?
The Denver Energy Challenge is a city sponsored effort to connect the community to energy outreach, education, and assistance programs available in the City and County of Denver, in order to encourage and recognize energy saving actions. Participants in the challenge save energy and money, while also reducing greenhouse gas emissions in support of the Denver Climate Action plan.
An estimated $250,000+ in rebates already issued to businesses and more than two million kwh saved annually

How much can you save? Click here to learn more.
The inaugural Denver Energy Challenge goal focuses on energy efficiency and includes the following metrics:
1. Reduce energy use of participating homes and businesses by 15% or more by July 2013 
1. Reach 6,000 residential participants by July 2013 
1. Reach 1,200 business participants by July 2013
[bookmark: smartmeters][bookmark: eforclosure]New e-Foreclosure Lookup on Clerk and Recorder Website
 
For the first time, comprehensive foreclosure information in the City and County of Denver is now available for viewing online. The new Denver e-Foreclosure Search will allow the public to view all information and all associated documents in the Denver Clerk and Recorder’s Public Trustee database. 

Built in-house by the city’s Technology Services Department, the Denver e-Foreclosure Search is easy to use and allows users to look up foreclosures by owner name, address, street, neighborhood, date ranges, scheduled auction date, lender, amount owed, and a number other criteria. 

When a list of search results is returned, results can be sorted on any data column in the list. Clicking on a particular property will bring up all information about that property, including status, all details known about the foreclosure, all documents associated with it, and a map showing where the property is located.

The Denver e-Foreclosure Search contains information about pending foreclosures and also past foreclosures. The database holds complete data back to January 2007, and less complete information back to about 1986. The database is updated daily. 

The Denver e-Foreclosure Search is available on the Public Trustee section of the Clerk and Recorder website (www.DenverClerkandRecorder.org, and click on “Foreclosures”), or may be accessed directly through this link: www.DenverGov.org/eForeclosure.   

[bookmark: xmastreemulch][bookmark: treecycle]TreeCycle: Recycle by Turning Your Christmas Tree into Mulch
 
Denver Recycles' annual Treecycle program will be recycling thousands of Christmas trees into mulch again this holiday season. Your Christmas tree gave you so much joy during the holidays.  Now give it a second life and recycle it with Denver’s Treecycle program.  All trees collected through the program will be chipped into mulch and given away to Denver residents in the spring.  

Denver residents should set out their Christmas trees for recycling from January 3rd to January 13th.
1. Remove all decorations and tree stand. Sorry, no artificial or flocked trees. Real Christmas trees only. 
1. Set your tree out for collection during the first two weeks of January. 
· Dumpster service customers should place their Christmas tree out for recycling on either Monday, January 3rd or Monday, January 9th for collection during that week. Do not place trees in dumpsters.  Trees should be placed at least 4 feet away from dumpsters. 
· Barrel and Manual service customers should place their Christmas tree out for recycling on their normal trash day between January 3rd and 13th. 
Watch your tree get picked up for recycling. 
Reclaim free mulch made from your tree on Saturday, May 5, 2012 at Denver’s Mulch Giveaway and Compost Sale. 

Did you know? Treecycling is great way to return a renewable and natural resource back to the environment instead of disposing it in a landfill.  In landfills, organic material decomposes under anaerobic (without oxygen) conditions, producing methane gas, a greenhouse gas 21 times more potent than carbon dioxide.

For more information about Treecycle and other Denver Recycles programs visit Denver Recycles or call 720-865-6810.

[bookmark: southwest]Southwest Ice Skating Rink at Skyline Park-Now Open!
The Downtown Denver Partnership and Southwest Airlines celebrated the opening of the Southwest Rink at Skyline Park for the second season this past weekend. The rink was extremely successful last year, and they are anticipating greater attendance this year. 
 
The rink is open daily until February 14. Please see hours below:
 
November 25th  – January 8th  Hours of operation:
Monday – Thursday: 10:00 am – 10:00 pm
Friday and Saturday: 10:00 am – 11:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am – 10:00 pm
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day: 10:00 am – 7:00 pm
 
January 9th – February 14th Hours of operation:
Monday – Thursday:   11:00 am – 7:00 pm
Friday and Saturday: 10:00 am – 11:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am – 10:00 pm
Martin Luther King Day: 10:00 am – 10:00 pm
Valentine’s Day (Closing day) 11:00 am – 11:00 pm
 
Ice skating is free!  You may bring your own skates or rent a pair for just $2.  Every Sunday kids 12 and under get free skate rentals.  During the month of December, bring an unwrapped toy or a new pair of socks and get free skate rental.  Donations will benefit the Sun Valley Youth Center and Volunteers of America.
 
More than Just Ice Skating
The Southwest Rink at Skyline Park will have regular entertainment as well as a number of special events throughout the season, including Friday Night DJ’s, Saturday Live Music Night, and Sunday Family Fun.  In addition, come Learn to Skate on Saturdays from 8:00 am – 10:00 am or get your friends and colleagues together and sign up your team for the Southwest Rink at Skyline Park Broomball Challenge!
Don’t miss any of the programming happening at the Southwest Rink at Skyline Park this season. Visit www.SouthwestRink.com for more information.

[bookmark: twofor1tix]Get a Deal on Last Minute Tickets: 2 for the Price of 1!
 
The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with Visit Denver, recently announced a new, last-minute 2 for 1 Ticketing program.  The new DENVER 2 for 1 TIX program means great savings for you on last-minute tickets to music, theater, museums and much more.  You can visit the website or sign up for a free weekly Denver 2 for 1 TIX offer via email.  

[bookmark: volunteering]Holiday Volunteering and Community Support Ideas
 
During this time of joy and hope, my office gets calls from constituents wanting to give back to their community.  Here are some ideas that you might be interested in:
Denver Santa Claus Shop. The Denver Santa Claus Shop is believed to be the longest, continuously running charity of its kind in the U.S., and is Metro Denver’s largest annual toy drive for needy children during the Holiday Season. The Santa Claus Shop is a 79-year-old, volunteer-run 501-c (3) nonprofit organization. Last year, nearly 18,000 elementary school-aged children received toys from The Shop. The Santa Claus Shop expects to help even more youngsters this year.  Each year, the Santa Claus Shop sets up giant, temporary “toy stores” so parents can shop, choosing toys for their children.  Parents are “invited” to the Shop by referrals from social service groups (Department of Human Services, Salvation Army, Volunteers of America, and more).
1. CHUN will once again be collecting new and gently used toys for the Denver Santa Claus Shop (collecting now!).  Please help us help children in need this holiday season.  With our stagnant economy, many families are struggling now more than ever - your generosity can brighten a child's Christmas! Please bring new or gently-used toys, books, games, etc. to the CHUN office (1290 Williams St.) by Friday, December 9 at 5pm.  Questions? Please contact Andrea Furness, andreafurness@CHUNDenver.org
Volunteer at the Denver Rescue Mission Sign up to volunteer long-term, short-term or just one time depending on your schedule.  You can also set up a time for your office, church group, or group of friends to volunteer together.  Click here to learn more or to sign up to volunteer.

Mentor Opportunities at Goodwill Want to help improve academic performance and expand the career potential of students in the metro Denver area? Become a mentor/volunteer for the youth career development program with Goodwill Industries of Denver.  Many opportunities exist with flexible time commitments, some as little as once a semester.  To learn more or get involved, click here.

Buy Local Week—Now Through December 2nd  Buy Local Week is just one of the Mile High Business Alliance’s year-round activities to support area companies and to make buying local easy for shoppers.  Shifting just 10 percent of our region’s holiday spending to local companies could generate $3 billion for Colorado’s economy in just two months.  Shopping in locally owned stores keeps money circulating in our community instead of sending it to other states and reduces the environmental impact of shipping long distances.  There are more than 525,000 locally owned businesses fueling Colorado’s economy, employing more than 1.6 million Coloradans.  Visit www.ColoradoLocalFirst.com for a directory of local businesses, and help support Colorado’s economy!

KUDOS to Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Association for its seventh annual “Food for the Holidays” project in partnership with the Salvation Army.  CCNNA neighbors must register at http://www.ccnneighbors.com/RegForm.php  to participate this Saturday, December 3.


[bookmark: upcomingevents]Upcoming Events

1. 5th Annual Denver Plein Air Arts Festival Exhibition November 15 – December 31 at the Denver Public Library, 10 W. 14th Avenue Parkway, 7th Floor. Gallery open daily, Mon.–Tues., 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Wed – Fri. 10a.m.-6p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-5p.m., Sun. 1p.m.-5p.m.  Gallery admission is Free!  During the month of September, more than 100 artists painted in Denver’s beautiful Golden Triangle and Downtown areas.  Hundreds of pieces were submitted for a juried competition and 120 were selected by the judges for this Exhibition. While you are visiting the Festival Exhibition visit other Golden Triangle Museums as well. For more information, contact Christine Serr at info@gallery1261.com or Robin Riddel Lima at 303-534-0771, natcltd@aol.com.

1. 37th Anniversary 9 News Parade of Lights Friday, December 2 at 8 pm and Saturday, December 3 at 6 pm.  This Parade continues to reign as the signature event of the Downtown Denver holiday season attracting roughly 400,000 people over the two nights.  Join the crowds to see the sparking lights, marching bands and dazzling floats.  Spectator viewing for the Parade is free all along the two-mile route.  Grandstand tickets are available in front of the City and County Building.  Click here for ticket details or to see the route.

1. Blossoms of Light at Denver Botanic Gardens Friday, December 2 – Sunday, January 1, 2012 from 5:30 – 9:30 pm.  Embrace the holiday season with over one million colorful lights draped in elegant designs highlighting the Gardens winter beauty.  Romantic and popular kissing spots will return, as well as the always anticipated HoloSpex glasses. Warm drinks and tasty treats will also be available.  Seasonal entertainment will be available on select evenings, click here to learn more and view the entertainment schedule.

1. Great Holiday Gifts at Bargain Prices! Denver Public Library’s Holiday Used Book Sale Dec 8 through Dec 10, at the Central Library (10 W. 14th Ave, B2 Conference Room).  The sale will feature over 30,000 used books, CDs, and DVDs, including cookbooks, children's books, popular DVDs and more, all at bargain prices starting at just $1. Please be green and bring your own reusable bags. All proceeds benefit the Denver Public Library.
0. Sale Schedule
0. Thursday, December 8:  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
0. Friday, December 9:  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
0. Saturday, December 10:  10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
0. Prices 
1. Hardbacks:  $3 
1. Trade paperbacks:  $2 
1. DVDs:  $2 
1. CDs: $1

1. Denver Citizens Emergency Response Training: This disaster preparedness and response training (FEMA course IS317) will include how to plan for a disaster and teach basic response skills such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.  At the completion of this training, participants are encouraged to support emergency response agencies by taking a more active role in emergency preparedness projects in our community.
0. When December 7 and 8, 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Class exercise will be held on December 10, 2010, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
0. Where: Denver Human Service, 1200 Federal Blvd. Denver, CO 
0. How much: The training will be provided at NO COST to participants. 
For More Information and Registration: http://www.denvergov.org/oem; Carolyn H. Bluhm, OEM: 720.865.7600 or email DenverCERT@denvergov.org

1. New Year’s Eve Fireworks Downtown on December 31 at 9 pm and midnight.  To welcome the arrival of 2010, the free downtown Denver New Year’s Eve Fireworks will once again fill the skies twice during the evening. The two fireworks programs are identical, and both are launched simultaneously from dual sites along the 16th Street Mall.  For more information contact 303-534-6161, or click here. 

For some magical Winter in the City activities, check out the below links:
1. www.WinterInTheCity.com: 
1. City of Denver’s Events Calendar 
1. Seasonal Event Listings 
1. Downtown Holiday Light Guide 
1. 5280 MAGAZINE'S Photo Competition  
1. Downtown Denver Deal Card  
1. Horse Drawn Carriage Rides  
1. Cherry Creek North Pole Holiday Happenings 
1. Colorado Choir Christmas Concert 
1. Denver Post Holiday Lights Map 
1. 12 Eclectic Days of Christmas hosted by the Golden Triangle Neighborhood Association 

City Council Meetings and News

City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  City Council will not meet on Monday, December 26th.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  

Upcoming Events Calendar

A "Meetings of Neighborhood Interest" calendar has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs Dec 1
	CW Robb’s District Office Hours
	10 am – 12 pm
	Caffe Sanora
1245 E. Colfax

	Thurs Dec 1
	Colorado Blvd  Healthcare District Meeting
	4 pm – 6 pm
	National Jewish
Molly Blank Room

	Thurs Dec 1
	District  3 Police Mtg. for Neighborhood Groups- Citizen’s Advisory Board
	6 pm – 7:30 pm
	1625 S. University Blvd.

	Fri  Dec 2
	9 News Parade of Lights
	8 pm – 10 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Sat Dec 3
	9 News Parade of Lights
	6 pm – 8 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Mon Dec 5
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers
City and County building 
14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed Dec 7
	Planning Board: 
Proposed Rule Making for Design Standards & Guidelines  for  Cherry Creek North 
	3 pm  
	Webb Building
Room 4. F. 6

	Wed Dec 7
	FAX Holiday Mixer
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	The Elm
5001 E. Colfax

	Thurs Dec 10
	CW Robb’s District Office Hours
	10 am – 12 pm
	Geez Louise
4924 E. Colfax Ave

	Thurs Dec 10
	Parks and Rec Advisory Board Meeting
	5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
	Webb Building
4.G.2

	Mon Dec 12
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers
City and County building 
14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues Dec 13
	CBID Board Meeting
	10 am – 11 am
	Atla Court
1490 Lafayette, Room 108

	Tues Dec 13
	BOA Hearing: 740 Clarkson Appeal for Transitional Housing
	11 am- 12:30 pm
	Webb Building
2nd Floor

	Tues Dec 13
	CHUN Holiday Open House
	5 pm – 8 pm
	Tears-McFarlane

	Wed Dec 14
	Colfax on the Hill Holiday Party
	5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
	Charlie's Bar
900 E Colfax Ave

	Thurs 15
	CW Robb’s District Office Hours
	10 am – 12 pm
	Aviano
2nd and St. Paul

	Thurs Dec 15
	Golden Triangle 3rd Thursday
	5 pm – 7 pm
	Gallery 1261
1261 Delaware

	Mon Dec 19
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers
City and County building 
14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs Dec 22
	CW Robb’s District Office Hours
	10 am – 12 pm
	Lamb Shoppe
3512 E. 12th Ave

	Mon Dec 26
	City Holiday- City Offices Closed- No City Council Meeting

	Mon Jan 2
	City Holiday- City Offices Closed- City Council Meets on Tuesday

	Tues
Jan 3
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers
City and County building 
14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs Jan 5
	CW Robb’s District Office Hours
	10 am – 12 pm
	Caffe Sanora
1245 E. Colfax

	Tues
Jan 5
	District  3 Police Mtg. for Neighborhood Groups- Citizen’s Advisory Board
	6 pm – 7:30 pm
	1625 S. University Blvd

	
	
	
	
	


                  
                  
This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  
http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/tabid/427421/Default.aspx

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
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