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What’s Happening in Cheesman Park?
Although we’ve had articles discussing the Cheesman Park Master Plan and Cheesman Park Bond Improvements in past e-Talk in 10 newsletters, actually seeing the construction begin in the park really brings it home.  Some of you have called with questions and/or consternation so I wanted to provide further information.  Bottomline, the sidewalk around the center meadow (which recreates the historic walk) will be 6’ wide, not the 12’ area that has been scraped for construction.  The wide dirt swath through the center of the Park pictured in the Denver Post was for the main waterline and it will be returned to grass once the sprinkler system is in.  

The Cheesman Park Master Plan grew out of a meeting that I held in June of 2004 where District 10 citizens discussed in both issues and visions for Cheemsan Park.  Also out of that meeting the Cheesman Park Advocacy Group (CPAG) was formed.  (CPAG has grown into a 501C3 and has sponsored the Fourth of July parade, a successful fundraiser, and even a “buy a sprinkler head” program for the park.)

During the year-long Master Plan process the consultants conducted interviews with 400 park users, held at least three public meetings, and did extensive viewing and review of the existing landscape, traffic patterns and architecture of the park.  They were in the park doing much of this work.  One of the goals of the Cheesman Park Master Plan was to re-emphasize pedestrian over auto use of the park.   While the park will not be closed to cars as some had desired, the plan strengthens pedestrian access and safety.  Where the central trail crosses the loop road raised pedestrian crossings will be installed, reminding auto traffic to watch for pedestrians.  Even after the public meetings had been concluded, Parks and Mundus/Bishop met with the Cheesman Park Advocacy Group (CPAG) to again discuss the park perimeter paths due to concerns that were voiced and changes were made based on our feedback.  

In 2007, voters approved the Better Denver Bond Project that included just over $2 million for replacing the irrigation system in Cheesman and $990,000 for other improvements.  These funds are not related to Denver’s general fund or yearly budget.  

Safer Pedestrian Experience
The first phase of this work started in October 2009 and will continue through the spring and summer 2010.  It includes the installation of 7 raised pedestrian crossing tables, 1 speed hump and additional stop signs and crosswalks to slow traffic and minimize conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles.  All park road entries will be posted with 3-way stops, and trail crossings at these points have been shifted closer to the stop signs for safer crossings.  To improve pedestrian safety, all park road entries will be restriped with crossings occurring at the 3-way stops instead of mid-block as they are now.  View an illustration and summary of the traffic changes.  This project was recently suspended due to frozen ground and has restarted, weather permitting.  (Although the Master Plan recommends closing several of the auto entrances, auto entrance to the park is happening in this bond project.).

 

Improved Trail System
In the second phase of the bond improvements to begin in late 2010 and continue through spring or early summer of 2011, the popular soft surface running trail on the park perimeter will remain with some improvements to its alignment.  Additionally, consistent with the adopted master plan, two parallel walks lined with mature Linden trees and benches will create a promenade or Unter Den Linden on the west side of the park.   View a summary and schematic design for the improved system of park trails that will be implemented.
 

New Irrigation System
The entire Irrigation system will be replaced.  The first phase of the work in the central meadows started in January and will continue through June 2010.  If the project is delayed because of weather, the contractor will schedule remaining work to accommodate summer activities in the park.  The improvements include the installation of a new irrigation tap, new irrigation mainline and renovation of the entire irrigation system throughout the meadow (middle) area of the park and perimeter irrigation.  Portions of the meadow will be closed to public use during this construction.  

The second phase of the irrigation system replacement is around the perimeter of the park and will be done in conjunction with the work of the perimeter trail, beginning in late 2010 and continuing though early summer 2010.  

 

There will also be repairs to the Cheesman Pavilion roof and Cheesman Fountain, two important historic park features.  For further information regarding this project please contact the project manager at Denver Parks and Recreation, Ruth Murayama.  She can be reach at 720-913-0613 or ruth.murayama@denvergov.org.   
What’s Happening at Congress Park?
Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) will begin upgrading and improving the irrigation system of Congress Park later this year.  This work includes replacing the irrigation system mainlines, pump, controllers, valves and heads throughout the athletic fields, as well as the surrounding turf and landscape areas. The work will be done by an in-house DPR irrigation construction crew.

 

Because of the extensive nature of the project, replacing almost the complete park irrigation supply and distribution system, construction is expected to last 7 to 8 months.  Work will start on May 3, 2010 and is expected to be complete on November 30. The upgrade will also provide for the future transfer of the irrigation water supply from a potable to a reuse water source. 

Although all athletic fields will be closed for the duration of construction, DPR worked with the permit office and staff to accommodate the spring soccer schedule so that the season would not be disrupted. Restoration of the athletic fields will start early in 2011, ensuring the turf will be in great shape for the entire 2011 spring, summer, and fall sports seasons.

Access to the Congress Park parking lot, outdoor pool, tennis courts and playground should remain throughout construction. 

This project is made possible through Better Denver, the City of Denver’s $550 million voter-approved bond program, works to improve, preserve, renovate and create amenities that touch citizen’s lives - including roads, libraries, parks, recreation centers, child care sites, hospitals, public safety, City buildings and cultural facilities.  Learn more about this and other Better Denver Bond projects. 
What’s Happening at Lindsley Park?
Parks and Recreation has been working with the Bellevue-Hale Neighborhood Association for the last year discussing park improvements made possible by Denver budget Capitol Improvement Projects, a large donation from the Rose Foundation, and neighborhood and business donations.
The improvements include, replacement of existing asphalt trails with concrete trails, providing an accessible picnic table pad, benches, bike racks and a concrete basketball court replacing the existing asphalt court.  Some of the donation money is being directed particularly to upgrade and add additional lighting and incorporate some new benches, picnic tables and waste baskets into the park.   Additional walkways are also planned to increase ADA accessibility to various park elements.  Construction will start no later than early May, concluding in August 2010.  

If you have further questions, please contact Jennifer Kovarik with Parks and Recreation at 720-913-0671 or Jennifer.Kovarik@denvergov.org.  

Aide Caitlin Quander Leaving District 10

District 10 has been lucky to have the service of Caitlin Quander as a council aide the past three years.  Caitlin joined the District 10 office early in 2007, working part-time while attending Las School at DU.  After graduation and passing the bar, she was able to work for us full-time.  She was instrumental in helping us gain grants for recycling from Waste Management.  She also fully absorbed the principles and details of the various drafts of Denver’s proposed new zoning code, so she was able to capably answer questions from constituents and property owners.  And if you had a question about a street repair or project in the district, Caitlin most likely knew the answer.   We will miss her energy, hard work and positive attitude, but more importantly, we wish her well as she starts her practice of law at Harris, Karstaedt, Jamison and Power, PC.  

Caitlin asked me to share the following with you:  
“Working with and learning from constituents in District 10 has been a wonderful experience and I have truly valued this opportunity.  I appreciate the chance to help Councilwoman Robb serve her community.  Thank you to Councilwoman Robb, Nora Kimball and Kathi Anderson for their friendships and support.  I’ll be around – I could never stop caring about District 10!”

Cherry Creek North BID Fillmore Design Concept

On January 13th, the Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District Board of Directors (CCNBID) approved a resolution that authorized the District to explore possible alternative design concepts for Fillmore resulting in a hybrid plan that allows for both events and two-way vehicular access.  

In March, the CCNBID held two open houses to gather additional input, one for merchants and one for the general public.  Representatives from the BID’s design team were on hand to discuss the current Fillmore design as well as a hybrid concept.  The BID is not yet at a point where it is recommending a particular policy or design direction. Members of the BID’s Board of Directors were available to answer questions.  

Following the open houses, the BID will vote at an upcoming Board meeting whether they want to move forward in the bond improvements, financed by their  property owners (not the public), with the original plaza design, a hybrid design, or further study.  If a vote for a proposed hybrid street or a vote for a further study does come forward, City Council would need to vote on either an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) negotiated between the BID and the city or a vacation of the city-owned plaza right-of-way.  My best guess when such a vote would occur is next August at the absolute earliest.  Consequently, the community should have time well before a Council vote to hear the BID’s proposal should they decide to move forward.

Put in meetings coming up with CCN, CCE?

Central Denver Rec Center Site Purchase at Colfax and Josephine Complete

The City of Denver finalized its purchase of the Church in the City site on March 9, 2010.  The land, located at 1530 Josephine Street, was acquired for $6 million and will be the future home of the central Denver recreation center.  Numerous centrally-located sites were considered for the central Denver recreation center, with the Church in the City eventually being identified as the most feasible after several public meetings.
The purchase includes approximately 2.56 acres, which will eventually be developed into a recreation center and may also allow for additional retail possibilities.  In the interim, Denver Parks and Recreation will fence off the site for safety during the assessment process, which will last a few months. 

Councilwoman Carla Madison and I, along with Denver Parks and Recreation, are meeting with area neighborhood organizations and East High school representatives to determine what temporary uses would be possible.

In 2006, Denver Parks and Recreation completed a Recreation Center Needs Assessment, which identified Capitol Hill and Stapleton as two areas not served by a recreation center.  In 2007, both locations were included in the Better Denver Bond package that was passed by Denver voters.  

Voters specifically approved $11 million in bond funding for land purchase, planning and design of a new recreation center in central Denver.  A portion of the bond funds remaining after acquisition will be used toward demolition of the current building and planning of the new center.  Separate funds must be raised for construction of the facility.

Learn more about the central Denver recreation center
Denver Justice Center Approaching Completion

After years of enduring overcrowded jails and courts which resulted in unsafe conditions for inmates, sheriffs and the public, Denver voters approved a bond issue for construction of a new Justice Center in 2005.  When completed, a new jail and courthouse will provide a more efficient criminal justice system for the city. 

Within the new Justice Center, the Van Cise-Simonet Detention Center is slated for opening some time in April/May of 2010, and will replace the Pre-Arraignment Detention Facility (City Jail) downtown as well as portions of the Denver County Jail on Smith Road.  The new Detention Center will have a capacity of 1,500 beds and will handle the intake, booking and release of all inmates prior to sentencing.  The Detention Center will also hold an arraignment courtroom as well as a preliminary hearings courtroom.  This state of the art facility will eliminate overcrowding and provide a safer environment for deputies, inmates and visitors alike. Inmates serving sentences will continue to be housed at the Denver County Jail which is already benefiting from a newly completed kitchen and bakery.  Construction of the new housing at the Denver County Jail on Smith Road is scheduled to begin this summer.

Currently, Denver’s City and County Building houses Criminal and Civil, County and District Courts, the Mayor’s Office and the City Council Office.  The courts have outgrown the building and six are currently housed across the street in the Adam’s Mark Hotel.  The Denver Justice Center will remove all criminal justice activity from the City and County Building.  In the summer of 2010, all other County and District courtrooms handling criminal matters will be moved from the City and County Building to the Lindsey-Flanigan Courthouse within the new Justice Center with its newly finished 29 courtrooms, situated across Tooley Plaza from the Detention Center.  An underground tunnel will allow inmates to be securely moved to and from the new Courthouse, eliminating the need to transport inmates by bus from the existing jails and limiting contact with the general public in the courthouse halls. 

The portion of the complex featuring a Post Office and parking garage on 14th Avenue between Delaware and Elati Streets has already been finished.

Additional information on the Denver Justice Center and project status updates. 

Cheesman “First Sunday in the Park” Auto-Free Days Begin May 2
In partnership with Cheesman Park Advocacy Group (CPAG) and Denver Parks and Recreation, I am pleased to announce the five selected Cheesman auto-free dates for summer 2010.  To provide greater predictability and increase public use, Cheesman Park roads will be closed to automobile traffic the first Sunday of each month May through September.  I encourage you, your family, and friends to come and enjoy a safe, peaceful day in the park.  On May 2, June 6, July 4, August 1, and September 5, Cheesman Park roads will be closed from 5:00 am to 6:00 pm to enhance the pedestrian and biking experience in the park.  On July 4, the Cheesman Park roads will be reopened at 3 pm to allow vehicular access to those that like to watch fireworks from the park.  
Other summer activities include:

· Denver Parks and Recreation “Movie in the Park” date to be determined 
· 4th Annual Independence Day Cheesman Park Kids Parade, Sunday, July 4 
· Colorado Symphony Orchestra date to be determined 
· Denver Municipal Band date to be determined 
Denver Zoning Code Update Public Hearing at Denver Planning Board

 

The Denver Planning Board began the adoption process for the City's new zoning code on schedule at its regular meeting at 3 pm on Wednesday, February 17.  The Planning Board will consider the new code and map over multiple meetings, beginning with information sessions from Community Planning and Development staff and culminating in a formal public hearing on Wednesday, April 21.  The Planning Board meets every other Wednesday from 3 – 5 pm in the Wellington Webb Building, Room 4.F.6.  To learn more visit the Planning Board website.  
The formal Planning Board Public Hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, April 21 at 1 pm at the Webb Building, 201 W. Colfax Ave. in the fourth floor conference room 4.F.6.  The Planning Board Public Hearing draft of the new code and map and a corresponding staff report will be available by the end of this week at www.newcodedenver.org.  The public is invited to attend and share comments.  Following its public hearing, the Planning Board will make a recommendation to City Council.  Those unable to attend will be able to view the hearing afterward on Denver 8 TV and online.  
Starting Wednesday, March 10th, City Council's Blueprint Denver Committee began briefings on the Zoning Code Update.  After Planning Board’s recommendation, City Council will begin formal consideration of the code at the Blueprint Denver Committee (currently scheduled for April 28, 2010 at 1:30 pm) before referring the measure to the full City Council.  As with any zoning matter, Council's process includes a required public hearing before adoption.  This is currently expected to occur on June 21, 2010.  

Still have a question on Denver’s proposed new Zoning Code? Staff from Denver Community Planning and Development continues to hold “New Code Office Hours” to offer the opportunity for one-on-one meetings tailored to specific questions from residents and property owners.  During Denver Planning Board meetings and the Planning Board public hearing, CPD staff will be available to talk and answer questions.  Please reserve a time by registering at the following link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MXCCQLN.  
Learn more about the Denver Zoning Code Update and District 10 including the Denver City Council and Planning Board Listening session summary, some helpful handouts that I put together for constituents, opportunities to learn more about the process, my proposal regarding structures in Denver parks, and the updates schedules for implementing the Zoning Code.  

Public Meeting on Denver Strategic Parking Plan April 28

 

You can’t talk much about zoning and land use without talking about parking!  The City and County of Denver invites the public to attend a public meeting on the citywide Strategic Parking Plan (SPP) Wednesday, April 28, 2010 from 6- 8 pm at the Webb Municipal Building (201 West Colfax) in meeting room 4.F.6/4.G.2 (4th Floor).

The Strategic Parking Plan is a comprehensive, city-wide framework for coordinating parking related issues.  I’ve seen some of the initial findings and if parking plays any part in your daily life, I suggest you attend.

The final SPP will guide parking policies for: 

        Off-Street Parking 

        On-Street Parking (including parking districts)  

        Zoning & Regulatory Practices 

        New Parking Technologies 

        Parking Enforcement Practices 

        Residential Parking 

The SPP team is also evaluating the applicability of similar programs in other cities, recommending best practices and suggesting implementation approaches for partnerships, financing, and organizational structure. The plan’s objectives are consistent with the City of Denver’s overall goals for sustainable growth and development as outlined by Blueprint Denver.

To learn more about the Strategic Parking Plan click here.  Use this link to take the Strategic Parking Plan Questionnaire. 

Denver B-Cycle Bike Sharing Program Launching in late April
What is Bike Sharing?  Bike sharing is a new way of getting around.  Pick up a bike at any of the conveniently located bike-sharing stations and drop it off when you’re done.  It’s affordable, clean and simple.  Good for your health, your pocketbook, our environment and our community.

Why Denver?  As one of the nation’s healthiest and most livable cities, bike sharing is the perfect way for people to get around.  The existing system of more than 358 miles of bike routes and trails and 300 days of sunshine make Denver the perfect city to launch a bike-sharing program.  The 2008 American Community Survey ranked Denver 11th in the country for bicycle commuting, with 1.6 percent of residents (almost 1 in 75) using their bicycle to get to work.  While this number is double the national average, Denver has set a goal of increasing the bicycle commuting population to 10 percent of all commuters to downtown Denver by 2018.  


When and Where Do We Get It?  Starting in late April 2010, there will be 40 to 50 bike-sharing stations with 500 shared bikes in Denver’s downtown and nearby neighborhoods (including Cherry Creek and the DU campus).  Depending on the success of the first year, Denver Bike Sharing plans to launch an additional 400 bikes with accompanying stations in 2011.  Click here to download the latest map of B-Cycle locations.  Here is a list of confirmed stations in District #10. 

· 13th & Pearl 
· 11th & Broadway 
· 9th & Downing 
· Denver Botanic Gardens 
· 3rd & Columbine 
· 3rd & Milwaukee 
· Cherry Creek Mall 
· Ellsworth & Madison 
· Denver Public Library (post-launch installation) 

How Easy Is it?  Just sign up online and you’ll get a B-card in the mail.  Then use your card to unlock a bike whenever and wherever you want.  

How Much Does it Cost?  Annual memberships are $65, but if you pre-register before March 31, you’ll only pay $55 for the year.  Then, the first half hour of every ride is always free and the number of rides is unlimited during the membership period.  Nominal charges apply for longer rides.  24 hour, 7 day or 30 day memberships will also be offered to residents and visitors.  If you are a student and have a .edu email address, you can save $15 off the registration price.  

How Can I Register?  Visit http://denver.bcycle.com for early registration.  The full website will launch mid-April.  For additional information, visit Denver Bike Sharing, the non-profit that owns and operates the program.

How Can I Get Involved?  If you own or work for a company that might be interested, sponsor a station.  Use the B-Cycle bikes to build and voice your brand.  A company can also buy discounted memberships for associates.  

Biking in Denver
Did You Know?  If you ride your bike to work, at least 5 miles, 1 day a week, you save an average of $450 dollars in fuel and parking.  The average person loses 13 pounds in their first year commuting by bicycle.  Each bicycle mile traveled saves one pound of carbon dioxide from being released into the atmosphere.

Public Works recently added 11 new miles of bike lanes (including E. 12th Avenue from Clayton to Madison and 5 new miles of sharrow lanes - so get out there and see the improvements!  Public Works continues to assess the need or bicycle improvements when doing street maintenance.  

 

On Monday, November 23, 2009, Denver City Council approved a bill to amend several sections of the Revised Municipal Code to support safe bicycling in Denver.  The amendments were made so that city traffic laws more accurately conform to new state laws.  Key Changes to Denver’s Bike Ordinances:

· Three Feet to Pass: Language was included to mirror State law requiring that drivers of vehicles 
provide at least a three-foot separation between the right side of the driver’s vehicle, including all mirrors and projections, and the left side of the bicycle at all times. 
· Right to Ride on Roadways: Language requiring bicyclists to ride on adjacent pathways if available was eliminated from the City code.  This makes it legal to ride a bike on any Denver roadway, including Speer Boulevard. 
· Riding to the Right & Bicyclist’s Judgment: Language was amended to allow bicyclists to use their best judgment on how near to the right side of the roadway they should ride.  This will encourage bicyclists with differing levels of ability in variable road conditions to ride their 
bike in the manner that is most safe for the bicyclist. 
· Riding on Sidewalks for the Purpose of Parking: Generally, it is against the law in Denver to ride a bike on sidewalks.  However, the Denver laws were amended to allow bicyclists to ride on the sidewalk not in excess of 6 miles per hour if they are within one block of the location where they plan to park their bike. 
· Lamps & Reflectors: Front and rear light requirements were amended to match state requirements.  Front (white) lights must be visible to 500 feet.  Rear (red) reflectors must be visible for 600 feet when illuminated by motor vehicle head lamps. 
New Denver Bike Maps Available for Free!

Public Works recently created a new and much improved bike map that they are giving out for free!  They are available at bike shops, recreation centers and at the Webb Building, so make sure to ask about it and pick one up.   
Google Maps Now Offers Bike Directions

Users can now choose biking when deciding how to get to their destination.  If you're one of the 57 million Americans who ride a bike, mapping your daily commute, and planning recreational or trail rides just became easier.  According to Google this has been the most requested addition to Google Maps.  The Google biking directions will make it that much easier for bicyclists to get to work, school or play. 

 

This new feature includes: step-by-step bicycling directions; bike trails outlined directly on the map; and a new "Bicycling" layer that indicates bike trails, bike lanes, and bike-friendly roads.  Simply enter a start point and destination and select "Bicycling" from the drop-down menu.  You will receive a route that is optimized for cycling, taking advantage of bike trails, bike lanes, and bike-friendly streets and avoiding hilly terrain whenever possible.  Visit http://maps.google.com/biking to try out this new feature.

Learn more about Biking in Denver and meet others that like to bike through Bike Denver.  

Doors Open Denver 2010 April 17 and 18

The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs and the Denver Architectural Foundation invite the public to celebrate 2010 Denver Redux/Redo:  Buildings with a Second Life with Doors Open Denver 2010 the weekend of April 17 and 18 from 10 am – 4 pm.  

Doors Open Denver is an annual celebration of Denver's built environment and design.  During the free two-day event, you can tour the spectacular buildings you see every day but may never have entered.  The theme for this year’s Doors Open Denver is adaptive reuse and will feature sites that represent outstanding examples of buildings with a second life.  Attendees will have access to more than 80 of Denver’s prominent architectural gems and lesser-known treasures.  Note that about half of the sites featured in 2010 are new to Doors Open Denver.  You will truly experience and develop a new appreciation for your home town and the sites that comprise Denver's rich architectural landscape.   

Participants can experience Doors Open Denver through: 

· Self-guided tour 

· Urban Adventure (self-guided tours tailored to a specific interest or theme) 

· Expert Tour (led by architects and historians) – more than 100 offered in 2010! 
· To reserve a spot on an Expert Tour, attendees must pre-register on the tour day at event headquarters, located at Union Station.  Tours have limited capacity.  Registration is available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Other activities include:

· Create Denver Week, April 10 – 17.  Visit www.denvergov.org/CreateDenver for event information. 
· Colorado Architecture Month, April 2010.  Visit www.ColoradoArchitectureMonth.org for more information.  
· Arts Education Summit, April 17.  Visit www.denvergov.org/ArtsEdSummit for event information. 
· Box City presented by AIA Denver, Saturday, April 17 
DOCA requests your help as a volunteer for the above events and programs taking place in April.  Visit the event websites or contact my office to learn how to volunteer.

Earth Day is Saturday, April 24th – Get Involved!

Denver Earth Day Fair Thursday, April 22, 2010.  In 1970, the first Earth Day celebrations were held, and the event was celebrated by more than 20 million people.  April 22, 2010 marks the 40th anniversary of the grassroots fair that inspired a nation to reflect on their effects upon the Earth. To celebrate this milestone the City of Denver will be holding an Earth Day Fair on Thursday, April 22, 2010 from 10 am – 2 pm on the west lawn of Civic Center Park and everyone is invited to participate.  Activities and displays at the event will provide information and inspiration that will encourage visitors to honor the Earth and make efforts toward conservation and preservation of our wondrous planet for current and future generations.  Learn more about the fair.  

Neighborhoods Uniting to Green Communities on Saturday, April 24 Join five Denver neighborhoods (City Park West, City Park South, Bellevue-Hale, Mayfair and Hilltop) starting at 8:30 as they partner with Greenprint Denver to bring energy efficiency services and weatherization upgrades to their community.  Volunteers will go door-to-door to offer residents a free CFL porch light bulb, free curbside recycling registration, junk mail reduction, income-qualifying weatherization services, and sign-up for Xcel's Windsource program or subsidized home energy audits.  If you’d like to volunteer, send your name and email address to greenprint@denvergov.org. 
  

Parks and Recreation Earth Day South Platte River Restoration Saturday, April 24th - Volunteers Needed!  Volunteers are needed for stewardship efforts along South Platte River and Cherry Creek confluence.  Some tasks will include willow thinning, transplanting, trail work and some planting.  Please help work in this area between 8 am and noon.  To register call Tina Romero at 303-698-4904 or email tina.romero@denvergov.org.  
Should Denver Conduct the August 10 Primary by Mail Ballot?


The Denver Elections Division will conduct a public hearing and seek public comment from Denver voters on whether it should conduct the August Primary Election by mail ballot on Wednesday, April 7, at 6 pm, at its new offices in the Permit Center at 200 W. 14th Ave., Suite 100.

The public comment period for written comments begins Wednesday, March 24 and will conclude at 5 pm, Thursday, April 8.  Voters may deliver written comments by mail or in person to the Denver Elections Division, 200 W. 14th Ave. Suite 100, Denver 80204; or fax them to 720-913-8600; or email them to electionscomm@denvergov.org. 

Elections Division Moves to 200 W. 14th Ave.

On Friday, March 19, the Denver Elections Division moved from its old location near Colorado and Mexico to a newly remodeled city-owned building at 200 West 14th Avenue.  The new facility is located directly south of the City and County Building.

By returning to the city-owned facility previously known as the Permit Center, the Elections Division will save more than $300,000 a year because it will no longer have to pay rent as it currently does at its Mexico Avenue offices.  Improvements to the 200 West 14th Avenue building were funded by a Public Office Facility Bond approved by Denver’s voters on November 6, 2007.  

The improved downtown facility will provide an ample customer service lobby for voters seeking assistance, and ballot processing will be conducted in full public view through large interior windows.  The Elections Division will be sharing the building with the Denver Department of Environmental Health. 

CDOT Construction Coming on Colorado Blvd between Alameda and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

In late April or early May, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) will begin a surface treatment project on Colorado Boulevard between Alameda Avenue and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  

The project will resurface approximately 3.5 miles of Colorado Boulevard in asphalt, reconstruct the medians and reconstruct the signals and turn lanes at the Colorado Boulevard/Colfax Avenue; Colorado Boulevard/17th Avenue and Colorado Boulevard/Montview Boulevard intersections.  In addition, curb and gutter, bus pads and curb ramps will be repaired or reconstructed, as necessary.  The project should be complete by the end of October 2010.

CDOT anticipates that the median work will take place Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm with single lane closures possible on northbound and southbound Colorado Boulevard.  The paving operations will likely take place Sunday through Thursday from 9 pm to 5 am with double lane closures possible on northbound and southbound Colorado Boulevard.  CDOT may adjust work hours to help minimize impacts to construction.  Once the project begins, motorists can visit www.coloradodot.info or weekly lane closure information.  Currently, CDOT does not have a contractor on board as the project has not gone to bid so the start and completion dates could shift slightly.

Clean with a Friend in 2010 in Congress Park

Congress Park Neighborhood is organizing various neighborhood cleanups. Get with your neighbors and make a difference on your street.  

If you live in Congress Park, here is how you can get involved:

· Maximize your government resources by coordinating the clean up with Denver’s 2010 Large Item Pickup (LIP) schedule, where large items will be collected by the city of Denver free of charge.  Notify Keep Denver Beautiful of your project boundaries at least 5 working days in advance of your cleanup date so operations staff is aware of and prepared for the possibility of excessive LIP in those areas.  To guarantee LIP support, cleanups must be held the weekend prior to your scheduled LIP week.  This allows all trash trucks to stay within their routes, and regular collection service is not disrupted.  Suggested Dates to Maximized Denver’s LIP Schedule: 
· LIP (Large Item Pick-up) for Zone 3 (Zone 3 is north of 8th Avenue) 
· April 2 to April 7, 2010 
· June 4 to June 9, 2010 
· August 6 to August 11, 2010 
· October 8 to October 13, 2010 
· LIP (Large Item Pick-up) for Zone 5 (Zone 5 is south of 8th Avenue) 
· April 16 to April 21, 2010 
· June 18 to June 23, 2010 
· August 20 to August 24, 2010 
· October 22 to October 27, 2010 
· Select a Location A Location can be several yards (front & back), a block, an alley or even a park.  Due to a generous grant from Wells Fargo Bank, complimentary trash bags are available to residents and businesses within Congress Park while supplies last.  The bags are available by contacting Ken Blair or Sandy Phelps at: Edward Jones 3925 East 8th Avenue (303) 322-4993 sandy.phelps@edwardjones.co. 

· Attendance In order to have good attendance, notify participants 3 times before your Clean Up with flyers.  
· Cleanup Supplies Keep Denver Beautiful Program will provide loaner tools (rakes, brooms, shovels), loaner supplies (safety vests and gloves), trash bags and trash pickup after your cleanup.  Requests for supplies should be made 2 weeks in advance of your project date. 
· Take Photos When you are done, send photos of your clean up to connect2jac@comcast.net by November 15, 2010 and see them posted on the Congress Park website.  At least one lucky photographer will receive a gift from a local business.  If you have questions, contact Jacqueline Kimble at connect2jac@comcast.net or 303-249-0733. 
If Congress inspires your neighborhood to organize a clean-up, use the tips above and below to make the best use of city services.  

Get the Word Out Contact my office so that we can provide assistance.  I am happy to include information in my monthly newsletter, inform any constituents that call and communicate with neighborhood organizations.  Neighborhood cleanups can be a great way to get to know your neighbors – reach out and make a difference!

large itemsLarge Item Pickup If the project includes cleaning alleys and yards,  will probably be set out for pick up along with other debris.  Notify Keep Denver Beautiful of your project boundaries at least 5 working days in advance of your cleanup date so operations staff is aware of and prepared for the possibility of excessive LIP in those areas.  To guarantee LIP support, cleanups must be held the weekend prior to your scheduled LIP week.  This allows all trash trucks to stay within their routes, and regular collection service is not disrupted.  

Graffiti Abatement Support Since permission is required to abate graffiti on private property, Denver Partners Against Graffiti (DPAG) only provides various colors of paint supplies for abatement on public property (poles, dumpsters, signs, etc.).  In order to have adequate supplies for your project, DPAG recommends you submit your project boundaries and request graffiti cleanup supplies 14 days in advance of the project date.    

Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District Construction

The first major streetscape improvements in 20 years started back up again in Cherry Creek North this month.  Construction started on the east side of Steele Street, between 1st and 3rd Avenues and will work west through the Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District ((16 block BID bordered by 1st, 3rd, University and Steele).

Here is a summary of the improvements:

· Improvements include adding new street and pedestrian lighting, replacing the 20 year old lighting poles.  The new lights will provide much more illumination and be more energy-efficient.  

· Major intersections and entrances in the district will have a little more landscaping than other cross streets and planters, benches and umbrellas will be used.  

· Improved irrigation and water conservation. 
· Color-coded, street-level store directories, banners and stone “monument” signs will make the district more pedestrian-friendly, and blue and white signs will direct visitors to off-street parking.  

Once the CCNBID is finished with their streetscape improvements, the city of Denver will be repaving all of the streets in the area to provide a final, polished finish.

The CCNBID is working closely with the city, tenants and merchants too minimize any disruptions to business.  Detailed schedule updates will be here as available.  Parking closures will be limited to just one side of the street at any time, and only Monday through Friday.  Construction is anticipated to last 14 months.  Door-to-door communications in the BID boundaries to share the construction activity timelines are ongoing but feel free to contact the BID if you have questions.  

Plans for the upgrades have been in the works since 2006 when the Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District (property owners, retail business owners, leaseholders and residents within the CCNBID border) voter approved an $18.5 million bond issue to pay for the improvements.  The bonds will be repaid with existing mill levies over the course of 30 years, at the longest.  The measure did not increase property owners’ BID taxes nor use any city funds.  CCNBID completed the sale of the first half of the bonds last December and the second half of the bonds in early August.  This was the first BID in Colorado to sell bonds and Fitch Ratings, a global ratings agency that provides independent credit opinions, gave the bonds that are coming up for sale an “A-“ rating with an outlook of “stable.”    

For more information about the pending improvements, visit www.ccncapimprovements.com or call 303-220-6460 or attend a monthly CCNBID board meeting held on the third Wednesday of the month from 7:30 – 9:30 am at 299 Milwaukee in the lower conference room.    

Live Theater in Cherry Creek:  How Do You Feel?

 

A group of interested Cherry Creek neighborhood and business leaders and theater executives have been discussing how live theater would bring economic and entertainment benefit to the entire Cherry Creek community.  In order to determine the degree of interest and support for live theater, a brief survey is being conducted.

 

This short survey will only take a few minutes, and the results will be shared with you.  To take the survey, please click on this link:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FZ6JH9V.

 

Your cooperation and assistance with this interest survey is greatly appreciated.  If you should have any questions, email Mark Rossman, Chairman of the Cherry Creek Theater Study Group, at markrossman99@hotmail.com.

Comcast Digital Transition Coming in June
While the cable industry was born in an analog era, the world is now digital so it’s critical for companies like Comcast to continue to help consumers move into today’s digital environment.  

Beginning in June, Comcast in Denver will move its Standard/Expanded Basic Cable customers to exclusive digital delivery with no additional service cost to them and will provide equipment for up to three televisions at no additional charge.  Customers who already have digital cable will receive two additional digital adapters as part of their package.  Customers who subscribe to the most basic tier of service will not be affected by the digital conversion.

Denver is expected to receive the technology enhancements in June (with customer notifications beginning in April), and the Colorado transition is slated for completion at the end of 2010.  The effort is expected to be fully implemented nationwide in 2011. 

When channel migrations begin, customers without existing digital equipment that tune to an upgraded channel will see a message notifying them that equipment is required to view this channel, and instructions on how to obtain equipment, either through self-install kits, or a technician will visit their the home for free. Once equipment is installed, customers will continue to see their channels on the same channel numbers that they are accustomed to using.  

For more information about Comcast’s digital transition or to order equipment, customers are encouraged to visit www.comcast.com/digitalnow or call 1-877-634-4434.

Comcast Performance Evaluation April 6th 

Comcast operates under a cable TV franchise agreement with Denver.  As the independent regulatory agency, the Office of Telecommunications holds yearly performance evaluations on Comcast.  The public Comcast Performance Evaluation will be held April 6th in the Gates Room of the Central Public Library, starting at 6:00 pm.  You can also submit comments to the Office of Telecommunications online. 

Reminder: Street Sweeping Begins April 1st!

Citywide seasonal street sweeping begins on Thursday, April 1, 2010 - Denver’s residential streets are swept once a month between the hours of 8 am and 5 pm from April through November.  Street sweeping schedule signs are posted so you can tell at a glance which day is sweeping day on your block.  Please note, neighborhoods with little on-street parking demand do not have these signs.  
Denver’s Public Works makes remembering your sweeping day easy by allowing you to register to receive an email reminder the day before your street sweeping day.  

With the opening of the city’s street-sweeping program for the season, people who live or park in The Unsinkables neighborhood (Logan to Clarkson, 11th to Colfax) are going to get a reminder with pamphlets being placed on vehicles in the area and the posting of additional, temporary “no parking” signs on some blocks.  The actual street-cleaning will be on Thursday and Friday, April 1 & 2 for the east-west avenues in the area (11th-14th) and continue with the streets on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 6 & 7 (Logan, Pennsylvania, Pearl, Washington & Clarkson), per the city’s pre-existing street-sweeping signs.  Vehicles which aren’t voluntarily moved on the appropriate days as indicated by the signs will be ticketed and/or towed out of the way for the duration of the cleaning.  They will be returned as close to their original locations as soon as possible.  Call 303-564-7759 for information about the neighborhood group or the special street-cleaning effort. 

Inaugural Colfax Clean-Up Event Saturday April 17

Join the Denver Children's Home on Saturday April 17 to help clean-up Colfax Ave. from Monaco to Lincoln, in their inaugural Cool-Fax &Kids Connect!  Come be a part of this great event and help make a positive different in our community.  

Here is the schedule:

· 9:00-9:30am: Welcome and Check-in East High School lunchroom, 1600 City Park Esplanade 
· 9:00-11:00am: Service project along Colfax Avenue Monaco – Lincoln 
· 11:00am-12:00pm: Post-Service Celebration and Luncheon East High School lunchroom, 1600 City Park Esplanade 
This is a B.Y.O.B event (Bring Your Own Broom…and dust pan!).  Water will be available at check-in and the post-service celebration, but volunteers are encouraged to bring their own water bottles to cut down on waste.  All participants will receive:

· An event promotion t-shirt 
· A light breakfast 
· A chance to win a 60 minute Mile High City Tour for three people courtesy of Colorado HeliOps! 
Learn more about the event 

Learn more about Denver Children’s Home celebrating its 134th birthday this year

Sign up for the event  

If you are busy on Saturday, April 17th, you can still make a difference by attending a Happy Hour event on April 6 from 5 – 7 pm at Encore Restaurant, 2550 E. Colfax Ave.  A $10 donation is good for a drink ticket, appetizers, and a chance to win a gift certificate from Encore!  You can even RSVP and make your donation in advance.

Upcoming Events
 

Create Denver Week Preview Party Saturday, April 10 from 7 – 11 pm at 1490 Delgany.  Come and view installations, experimental performance, live photo shoot, sounscapes, hoop dance, live painting, food, interactive media, fashion, and a treat to treasure contest hosted by IIDA.

Happy on the Hill Wednesday, April 14 at 5:30 pm at “R & R Modern Leisure,” 1238 Colfax Ave., Council District 10’s new storefront neighbor.  Come and visit with Capitol Hill neighbors and learn more about this new specialty retail store on Colfax that can help you do just that with innovative products for indoor and outdoor recreation.  Fly fishing, cooking, camping, cocktailing, skateboarding, gaming, snowshoeing…find your gear there!

Taste for Teller: Teller Elementary Wine Tasting Fundraiser Friday, April 16 from 6 – 8 pm at Tears McFarlane House (13th and Williams on Cheesman Park).  There will be a variety of wines offered and the event will be zero waste.  So you can feel good about supporting Teller, supporting the environment and just plain old feel good.  Purchase tickets online at http://teller.dpsk12.org/TasteForTeller
The 28th Annual Cherry Creek Sneak is Sunday, April 25th  Believe it or not, it's that time of year already!  The Sneak is taking place April 25th this year.  Click here for info on how to participate, and click here for street closure info.

City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Meetings of Neighborhood Interest" calendar has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs

April 1st 
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 – 7:30 pm
	District 3 Station

1625 S. University Blvd.

	   Thurs

April 1st
	Bellevue-Hale Neighborhood

Association General  Meeting
	7 pm 
	Rose Medical Center, Goodstein Room

9th Avenue 



	Fri

April 2nd 
	City Furlough Day

All offices closed 
	 Closed
	

	Mon

April 5th 
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm 
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

April 6th
	1st Avenue Focus Gp. Meeting

(Study area: Steele –C0)
	5:30 pm
	Bus Offices, 1st Ave & Steele

	Tues

April 6th
	First Tuesday on the FAX
	5:30 pm
	Phoenician Kabob

5709 E. Colfax

	Tues

April 6th
	Taste for Teller Wine Tasting
	6:00 pm
	Tears MacFarland House

1290 Williams St.

	Wed

April 7th
	Planning Board- New Zoning Code information session
	3 – 6 pm
	Webb Building, 4.F.6

201 W. Colfax

	Wed

April 7th
	FAX event to promote BID
	5:00 pm
	The Cork , 4900 E. Colfax

	Wed

April 7th
	Denver Elections Public

Hearing seeking input re

Mail ballot for August primary
	6:00 pm
	200 W. 14th Avenue

	Thurs

April 8th
	Parks & Rec Advisory Bd. meeting
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Webb Building, 1.B.6

	Thurs

April 8th
	Cherry Creek East Annual Meeting
	6:30  pm
	Young Americans Bank 

1st & Monroe

	Sat.

April 10 
	Meet @ CW Robb’s office to distribute Census posters 

to businesses 
	10 – 12pm
	Council Office, 1232 E. Colfax

Coffee & goodies provided!

	Mon

April 12th
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

April 13
	Colfax BID meeting 
	10 am
	1490 Lafayette

Room 108

	Tues

April 13th
	Mile High Scholars 
	5 – 6:30pm
	Buell Theatre. DCPA

	Tues

April 13th
	Cherry Creek North NA

meeting re Fillmore Plaza
	6 – 8 pm
	Daniels Foundation

1st & Monroe

	Wed

April 14th
	VanCise-Simonet Detention Center ribbon cutting  @ new Justice Center
	10 – 11 an
	Tooley Plaza 

New Justice Center

14th & Elati



	Wed

April 14th 
	Cherry Creek Plan  Coordination Meeting 
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe

	      Wed

April 14th
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7 pm
	R & R Modern Leisure

1238 E. Colfax

	Wed

April 14th
	Rep. Court & Sen. Romer Town Hall Meetiing
	6 – 7:30 pm
	Good Shepard Church

2626 E. 7th Ave

	Thurs

April 15th
	Golden Triangle 3rd Thursday
	5 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Thurs

April 15th 
	Cherry Creek North NA 

Meeting re Fillmore Plaza
	7:30 pm
	Daniels Foundation

101 Monroe

	Sat

April 17th
	Cool –FAX  & Kids Connect

Colfax Avenue clean-up
	9 am
	East High Lunchroom

	Sat & Sun

April 17-18
	Doors Open Denver 
	8:30am  - 4 pm
	Starts at Union Station

1701 wynkoop

	Sun

April 18th
	Conservation & Composting
	10 am –

 4 pm
	4-Mile Historic Park

715 S. Forest

	Mon

April 19th
	Morey Career Day 

(Guest Speakers)
	8 – 10:30am 
	Morey Middle School

840 E. 14th (Clarkson St.)

	Mon

April 19th
	All city rec centers free today
	
	

	Mon

April 19th
	City council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City & County Building

1437 Bannock,  Council Chambers

	Tues

April 20th 
	Warren Village All Star Breakfast
	7:30 – 9 am
	Downtown Denver Marriott

1701 California St.

	Wed

April 21st
	Planning Board Public Hearing

New Zoning Code Update
	1 – 6 pm
	Webb Building, 4th Floor

201 W. Colfax

	Wed

April 21st 
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Daniels Foundation

101 Monroe



	Thurs

April 22nd
	Earth Day Public Fair
	10 – 2 pm
	Civic Center West lawn

	Thurs

April 22nd
	Cheesman Park Advisory Group
	5:30 – 7pm
	Tears MacFarland House

1299 Williams

	Sat

April 24th
	EARTH DAY
	8:30 – 12 noon
	Various locations:

greenprint@denvergov.org



	Sun

April 25th
	Cherry Creek Sneak
	8 – 12 noon
	                           Cherry Creek

	Mon

April 26th
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City & County Building

1437 Bannock,  Council Chambers

	Tues

April 27th
	Alamo Placita Monthly Happy Hour
	5 – 7 pm
	                              TBD

	Wed

April 28th
	Colfax On the Hill Board meeting
	3:30 – 5pm
	  L-2 Arts & Cultural Center

   1477 Columbine (Colfax)

	May 3rd
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30
	City & County Building

         1437 Bannock,  Council Chambers

	Tues

May 4th
	First Tuesday on the FAX
	5:30
	                               TBD

	
	
	


                  

This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website along with past newsletters.

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.

