Urban wildlife:  a neighbor you need to know

            Would you move out of your home because a red-tail hawk moved into your back yard? 

            Neither would the hawk leave just because you showed up. It would adapt.  Which is what Colorado wildlife has been doing for decades.  Every major city has hawks, prairie dogs, foxes and coyotes that are as much a part of the urban landscape as roads and shopping centers.

            Coyotes are of particular concern because they are so adaptable to the oasis of food, shelter and water that urban areas offer.  Coyotes are not cute, not cuddly and not your pet. They are predators.   

             Coyotes rarely attack people, says Denver wildlife ecologist Ashley DeLaup, but bites are not unknown,   usually because people tried to feed them.  It’s illegal to feed a coyote in Colorado for more than just being a bad idea.  Equally bad is making food easily available or lessening a coyote’s natural wariness of humans.

            Here are some tips from DeLaup on co-existing with coyotes:

        Clean up your yard:  Cover trash tightly or keep it inside; cover compost heaps; rake up fallen fruit promptly; and keep cats and dogs inside or closely attended.

        Don’t just stand there:  When you see a coyote, blow a whistle, wave your arms, yell at it.  Help make sure coyotes don’t become comfortable in the presence of people.

        Install motion lights:  Keep fences mended, lights activated and yard vegetation reduced so coyotes have nowhere to hide.

        Keep pets away:  Even large dogs are no match for a wild animal, and small dogs could easily      become prey. 

For more information, contact DeLaup at 303-455-0785 or ashley.delaup@denvergov.org.

