Survey reveals citizen issues:  graffiti, illegal immigration, unkempt neighborhoods, and taxes    

            Sometimes, it takes everyone to solve the problems of only one.

Take graffiti, the most frequently mentioned problem on my 2008 citizen survey.  Not everyone gets victimized, but without the help of all homeowners, the support of police and new city campaigns like “The Brush Off,” we won’t be able to solve the problem.

That means acting together, supporting police “sting” operations, promptly reporting graffiti when you see it, signing a release to let the city clean graffiti from your property, and backing stiff penalties.

“The Brush Off” campaign in particular helps neighborhoods fight back by granting the city authority to quickly get rid of graffiti and help keep hot spots clear.  You can find out about it and learn simple tips for protecting your home by calling (720) 865-7867 or going to www.denvergov.org/graffiti.

Citizens remain frustrated about government’s inability to solve illegal immigration issues.  You might be interested to know a citizen initiative on the ballot in August authorizes the city to impound vehicles driven by unlicensed drivers, including illegal aliens.  A $2500 bond must be posted prior to the car’s release.  Opponents say this ordinance, if enforced to the max, will overwhelm law enforcement resources.

On the home front is the problem of multiple families packing into homes designed for one family. The overcrowding, the excessive numbers of cars lining the streets and the poorly maintained yards often require city enforcement.  I’ve asked the city administration to propose ways to make enforcement more effective on the overcrowding issue.  They have promised to make suggestions by October.  

            Tax burden bothers many of the 1,925 of you who responded to my survey.  As you know, I oppose measures that increase our tax rates, but holding the line on increases takes the watchfulness of us all, especially at the ballot box.

