Faatz article for September issue 2008
Citizen survey is crucial to getting things done


The citizen survey you filled out for me earlier this year is one of the most important steps you can take to help your community.


Some 1,925 of you did so, making your opinions crystal clear on a wide-ranging list of important issues.  Now your feelings can start making a difference.

Every week, they guide me in casting votes on city council.  They also influence the mayor, since I’ve provided him a copy of what you had to say.  And they let my fellow council members know that when I speak out, my voice is a concert of constituents, not just a solo.


That makes a real difference - on issues like using city money to build housing for the homeless, which 84% of you oppose.  Or zoning changes by neighbors who want to impose their visions on your property, which 92% of you also oppose.  Or retaining a sombrero in Bear Creek Park, which 63% of you support.


Representative government is about you speaking to elected officials and their listening.  You’ve done the first part, and you can read what you had to say on my city website at www.denvergov.org/councildistrict2. 


Now it’s up to me to be vigilant on all the issues, including graffiti, illegal immigration, unkempt neighborhoods and taxes.  These are important matters I wrote about in a previous article, which is also on the website.


You deserve to be heard and you have been.  Thank you for making a difference.
