Keeping kids safe is a job for us all

            The entire community feels pain when a child in an abusive home is harmed.  But fixing the problem is tougher than you’d think.

It’s not easy to decide when a child is at risk even for trained caseworkers.  When there are too few caseworkers and too many cases, it’s even harder.

Training itself is expensive and difficult to arrange.  And new state rules aimed at improving the way caseworkers judge if a child is in danger may be making that judgment harder to make.

Then there’s what to do if evidence indicates a child is in harm’s way.  There simply aren’t enough foster homes or kinship sites in which to place a child, and not all these are safe enough alternatives.

Last year there were 13 child-abuse and neglect deaths in Colorado.

The state has been reviewing child protection services in all counties.  Denver is also taking a hard look at its programs, and City Council has appropriated nearly $2 million to increase training for caseworkers.

            That’s at least a start.  But there are other pressing needs, some due to lack of funding for easing workloads, recruiting and retaining staff, and finding more foster families to offer a high level of care.

            There is a pot of Human Services money that could bolster child protective services, but the administration intends to use much of it to finance homeless housing through Certificates of Participation, known as COPs. 

Kids need attention now.  One way people can pitch in right away is by becoming a foster parent.  Just be financially stable, pass a background test and care about kids.  That’s not much, but to a child it could be a great deal. 

            The number is 720-810-5139.  Call today.

