Hard work and hope are the tonic for tough times


Uncertainty seems in plentiful supply as 2008 trudges to a close, but so is hope. So is determination. So is teamwork.

Perhaps never before have community leaders so urgently felt the need to work arm-in-arm to get us through these troubled days. Your City Council is already at work, with five important goals for the new year.

For 2009, Denver will strive to be:

· A graffiti-free city emphasizing prevention and swift removal;

· A city of economically diverse and sustainable businesses, attracting and supporting a workforce providing good jobs and economic outcomes; 

· A city of attractive, diverse, and sustainable neighborhoods; 

· A city offering a high quality of life for families through strong schools and safe neighborhoods; 

· A sustainable, connected, multi-modal city.

Graffiti is a scourge I have been fighting for a long time, and the city is determined that the battle strengthen and go on. But the city is also determined to become multimodal. This means streets and travel corridors that can accommodate a vibrant mix of pedestrians, bicycles, buses and rapid transit vehicles.

As chair of the council’s Finance committee, I will once again be your watchdog for fiscal oversight and responsibility. Budget shortfalls loom, so 2009 may be especially difficult in continuing basic services at a high level.  But we will work hard and hope to get the job done.

As co-chair of the Safety committee and a member of the Economic Development and Bond Implementation committees, I pledge the same vigilance and hard work.

2009 will begin as a year of uncertainty and fear. It will take teamwork, a positive outlook and calm to bring positive change for all. But we can do it. We each should place our trust in the hands of hope and direct our energies to coping as individuals and solving problems as a group.

We have a great city; there’s no reason 2009 can’t be a great year! 

