Graffiti Clean-Up and Vandal Penalties

Toughened in New Ordinances

            The Graffiti Task Force has made its recommendations to City Council in two areas:  abatement and enforcement.  The abatement ordinance shortens the time businesses and residences have to remove graffiti.  If property owners are given a notice of violation, nonresidential properties will have 48 hours to remove the graffiti and residential owners will have 72 hours.  

            If a property owner has signed city forms to allow Denver Public Works crews to clean off the graffiti and to hold the city harmless for damage or injury to the property, the city will clean the property at no charge to the owner.  Those forms are available at my office or online at www.denvergov.org/graffiti, where they are called authorization forms.  Sign and either mail or fax the forms to the Department of Public Works, Solid Waste Management.  The address is on the form.  If you do not have the city clean the graffiti, and you also don’t clean it up yourself or hire a contractor to do it, the city can still initiate a due process procedure which will ultimately allow the city to come on your property and clean it up, but then you will be billed for the work.  Please submit your completed forms now in case you become a victim of graffiti vandalism.

            The task force enforcement proposal increased fines for graffiti vandalism and for possession of graffiti material, but it allowed all fines to be worked off with public service.  I sponsored amendments to toughen the penalties even more, making a mandatory minimum fine of $100 and creating escalating fines and hours of public service for repeat material possession offenses.  The amendments, adopted by a Council committee, also prevent public service from being ordered at a time that conflicts with a youth’s school attendance.

