Forrest gives pit bull law a good tweak

            Forrest the pit bull has left Denver, but the debate about his banishment didn’t go with him.

To many, Forrest was a danger, caught running afoul of Denver’s tough pit bull ban.  To some, Forrest was a pet, unfairly judged for what he was, not what he did.

Forrest had faced euthanasia under Denver’s law after being caught running loose a second time.  Animal lovers nationwide reacted in a huge outcry, contending that Forrest was nonviolent and didn’t deserve to die.

City officials listened carefully, then tweaked the law.  The city would spare Forrest if his owner could find a reputable animal shelter far outside of Denver that would take the pit bull and perhaps find him a good home.  All the city asked was that it not be stuck paying impound fees or the cost of transporting Forrest out of town.

            Other nonviolent pit bulls in Denver that were caught in a similar second-time web also would be offered the banishment option, says Doug Kelley, director of Denver Animal Care and Control.

            The choice was made, and the media reported that the animal has left the state. In the aftermath, animal activists are angling to repeal the pit bull ban. They contend that the law unfairly blames an entire breed for dangerous tendencies when temperament within the breed can vary greatly.

            That argument is unlikely to gain sympathy, given the severe damage some pit bulls have been known to inflict.  A resounding 85 percent of you favored the ban in my 2005 citizen survey, and there are no indications that the strong sentiment has eroded.


Yet, a banishment option seems reasonable.   Let’s hope the “tweak” in the law that Forrest gave us gets us out of the woods for good.

