Dangling shoes aren’t fancy footwork


Tennis shoes tossed onto utility lines means only one thing: Some worker has to go up and take them down. Shoe-flinging” is littering. It isn’t innocent or funny - and it isn’t pretty. In fact, it’s pretty ugly. And a needless cost to the cable TV or phone companies whose lines most often are adorned. When you see shoes dangling, call 311 and report the location. City call-takers will make sure the proper utility is notified and the line-litter removed.

Fire Station 25 to brighten up


By the end of October, fire station 25 at Raleigh Street and Harvard Avenue will have a new roof, repaired masonry and concrete, and new windows and doors –all for $155,798. By next September, the station will gleam even brighter, getting improvements to its kitchen, shower room, dispatch and dorm areas. This will cost $694,660, including electrical, mechanical and plumbing updates. The money comes from the 2007 city infrastructure bond election and will pay for badly needed improvements.

Wait-and-see is a $7 million gamble

For the first time since I’ve been in public office, a chief executive is proposing a budget in which the funds available fall short of the spending planned. Not short by a little bit, but short by $7 million! Mayor Hickenlooper says he trusts his managers to suggest cuts during the budget year. That’s a lot of trust. What’s wrong with the managers speaking out now about what they might have to cut later? Then we can balance the budget before adopting it.

