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Colorado Residents have an ethical option When

recycling old electronics

Denver, CO (April 15, 2009) – As the nation prepares for the transition from analog to digital television, Waste Management (WM) – the nation’s leading ethical recycler of electronic waste – would like to encourage the public to recycle their old television sets, and used electronic equipment in an environmentally friendly manner.    

At WM’s electronics recycling (eCycling) drop-off site, located at 3730 East 48th Avenue, the public is welcome to drop-off old electronic equipment.  And to encourage consumers to recycle electronic devices, WM has partnered with Sony and LG Electronics, thus allowing consumers to drop-off old Sony, LG, Zenith, or GoldStar branded electronics for free.  There is a nominal fee for all other brands.  

WM assures consumers that any electronics that are processed through our facility are processed responsibly, and that all standards set in the Basel Action Network (BAN) are met or exceeded – BAN is a national nonprofit that works to confront the global environmental injustice and economic inefficiency of toxic trade (toxic wastes, products and technologies). 

“We know consumers want to ensure their electronic products are disposed of safely,” stated Chad Miller of Waste Management of Colorado.  “Our commitment to the BAN e-Stewards pledge demonstrates our dedication to environmentally responsible practices.”

In September 2008, WM adopted the Electronics Recycler's Pledge of True Stewardship for the dismantling and recycling of electronics waste.  Signatory companies of the pledge are required, among other things, to prevent hazardous electronics waste from entering municipal incinerators or landfills; to prevent the export of such electronics waste to developing countries; and to provide visible tracking of e-waste throughout the product recycling chain.  The pledge confirms that the company will conduct its eCycling programs transparently and in accord with rigorous environmental and worker safety standards.  

Furthermore, WM eCycling Services is one of less than a dozen electronics recycling companies to have multiple plants with both ISO 9001:2008 and 14001:2008 including WM’s plant right here in Colorado. 

Electronic materials can contain toxic materials such as lead, mercury, beryllium, and other elements that if improperly handled are dangerous to people and the environment.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 82 percent of the 2.25 million tons of old televisions, cell phones, and computer products generated in the last two years has ended up in landfills.  By recycling old electronics products, useful materials – such as glass, plastic, and metals – can be collected and re-used in the manufacturing of other products.

 
“Waste Management shreds and processes electronics waste into commodities such as metal, plastic and glass that can be used to manufacture new consumer goods,” stated Miller. “On average 95 percent of recycled electronic material can be reused.”  

In Colorado, Waste Management processed 5,351 tons of glass, 4,721 tons of metals, 4194 tons of plastics, 236 tons of aluminum, and 85 tons of cardboard from electronic waste from January 2007 to September 2008.

“This is the equivalent to saving 1,400 trees, 595 gallons of water, 2,000 gallons of gasoline, and enough energy to power 300 homes for a year,” stated Miller.  “Proper recycling of electronic goods really does make a difference.”

Consumers can call Waste Management’s customer service center at 303-797-1600, for more information.  

About Waste Management Inc.

Waste Management, based in Houston, Texas, is the leading provider of comprehensive waste management services in North America. Our subsidiaries provide collection, transfer, recycling and resource recovery, and disposal services. We are also a leading developer, operator and owner of waste-to-energy and landfill gas-to-energy facilities in the United States. Our customers include residential, commercial, industrial, and municipal customers throughout North America. More information about how Waste Management Thinks Green® can be found at   www.wm.com/wm/thinkgreen.
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