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Racial & Gender Disparity Committee




      February 9, 2011
	Agenda
	Discussion / Summary 
	Action Items

	Handouts
	Agenda, January minutes
	

	Attendance 
	Zelda DeBoyes, Lisa Calderon, Phil Cherner, Michelle Sykes, Andy Armatas, Jon Gallegos, Shawn Cohn, Fran Jamison, Gary Wilson, Jeaneene Miller, Greg Mauro, Tracy Neely, Lamar Sims
Staff: Regina Huerter, Shelley Siman
	

	Minutes
	Approved as is: Lisa, Shawn
	

	Updates
	Prosecution
City Attorney Office
Overview: Provides legal counsel for entire city, employs 50-60 staff, for cases including traffic (less severe than DUI), municipal level criminal, excise/licensing, noise abatement, mental health/civil commitments and criminal (i.e. domestic violence).

These are minor offenses, yet have a broad impact on people’s lives. The CA office has no decision as to whether a case gets prosecuted/filed and no input on how it gets resolved. In a large number of municipal criminal cases, the defendant never sees a CA. In some cases, can pay online, in person or in court, fines go up with number of offenses.

Domestic Violence cases: last year, 2,500 were filed (as compared with 20 years ago, there were closer to 10k annually). There is a unit in the CA office who investigates, makes bond recommendations, provides victim assistance and reviews criminal history. There is a CA present at each case.

Questions –

Is there a legislative impact on particular groups regarding particular crimes?

What are plea bargain guidelines – who takes/doesn’t take. In DV cases, how is it decided who to prosecute?

Are defendants involved in more than one system, i.e. human services?

Who has access to legal representation? 

What is the staff/lawyer diversity in the CA office?

District Attorney Office

Overview: Prosecutes felony cases and some state-level misdemeanors (i.e. DUIs). Adult felonies = 5,000/year, Misdemeanors = 20,000/year. Most cases are filed by the Denver Police Department. Only DPD can do criminal investigations. 
Cases are reviewed prior to filing, DA often doesn’t know race of defendant. Race is not tracked in DA data system. DPD arrests on probable cause, if DA can prove the case beyond reasonable doubt, they will decide to prosecute. 

97% of cases are pled out
General Comments
Jeaneene: Parole – certain behaviors get attention, once a person is under scrutiny, it is difficult not to continue to focus on them

Gary: Legislation has tremendous impact on race/gender disparities in the system

Tracy: Once in the system, very difficult to get out, gateway to the system is important piece to look at.

Lisa: Notes that the City Attorney is present at these meetings on a regular basis while the DA office is not.

Announcements

Michelle Alexander – Feb 23rd at Park Hill United Methodist
	

	Next Meeting
	April 13, 2011, District 3
	





Crime Prevention and Control Commission





To create and execute an evidence-based, accountable, and efficient public safety strategy to reduce crime and delinquency in Denver.
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