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Washington Park Diagonal

1st Meeting:  Wednesday, August 3, 2011, 6:00pm -7:30pm

ÅIntroductions 

ÅPresentation of objectives, criteria, and known uses and issues

ÅGeneral comments (30 min)

ÅBreakout groups (30 min )

ÅSummary of breakouts and next steps

Tonightõs Agenda
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The Diagonal Area

ÅRoad & Parking

ÅPlayground

ÅPermitted Picnic Area

ÅHistoric Features 

Camp Fire Girls Fireplace

Washington Tree

Flag Pole

ÅActive Recreation Area 

Basketball

Tennis 

Horseshoes

ÅPedestrian Paths

ÅExisting Veg. and Trees

Project Area Location

Current Program and Element Locations.
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Washington Park Diagonal

Area Plan

A more detailed plan 

specific to the diagonal area 

that will serve as a basis for 

final design documents on 

future phases.  

Phase I Construction 

Documents

Goal : Improvements that 

serve as framework for future 

improvements determined 

by Area Plan

With Focus On:

ÅVehicular Parking, Access, and 
Circulation (including Turn -
Around)

ÅCamp Fire Girls Picnic Area

(Actual scope/limits to be 
determined by budget & 
schedule.)

Project Deliverables
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Information Gathering/Public Process/Planning Phase

June 2011 -October 2011

Design Development/Construction Documents

October 2011 -December 2011

Construction of Phase I*

Winter 2011 - Spring 2012

* Construction schedule is dependent upon completion of public involvement, planning, and design 

phases within the above schedule goals.  

Project Schedule



Washington Park Diagonal

1st Meeting:  Wednesday, August 3, 2011, 6:00pm -8:00pm 

ÅCommunicate and gather information regarding known uses & issues of the diagonal area. 

2nd Meeting:  Tuesday, August 30, 2011, 5:30pm -7:30pm

ÅPresent preliminary programming diagrams showing general locations & approx. sizes of elements. 

ÅGenerate a list of the pros and cons for each of the preliminary programming diagrams.

3rd Meeting:  Tuesday, September 20, 2011, 5:30pm -7:30pm 

ÅPresent preliminary concept plan based on comments and input received at 2 nd meeting.

ÅGather input and comments for refinement of Final Master Plan.

The Final Area Plan 

ÅPublished to the Cityõs website and emailed to public meeting attendees.

Public Involvement
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Maintenance & Permitting Input (July 8, 2011)

ÅOperational and  permitting issues, requirements, and desires.

Visual Survey and Site Interviews (July 8, 9, 10)

ÅOn -site observation of events, traffic, and daily use (weekday and weekend use).

ÅòInterviewedó visitors regarding use, where from (Local vs. Regional), likes/dislikes, wish list, functional issues, etc.

Event Coordinators Roundtable (July 18, 2011)

ÅMet with several top event organizers (Turkey Trot, Arthritis Foundation, Furry Scurry, Polar Bear 5k, Jingle Bell Run, 

Rock -n-Roll Marathon, etc.)to discuss event uses, issues , functional requirements, and wish list.

Park Users and Neighborhood Input ( tonight and subsequent meetings)

ÅNeighborhood groups, volleyball groups, mommy groups, tennis groups, all park users. 

ÅYour input and feedback is an integral part of the process!  

Information Gathering
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Existing Plans

Preservation Plan - 2003

ÅRehabilitate Camp Fire Girls Fireplace

ÅPreserve Mt. Vernon Gardens (not in 

scope)

ÅConsider improved connections 

(connectivity) to the gardens

Å Improve pedestrian connections & 

surfacing

ÅPreserve & restore park vegetation

Play Area Master Plan - 2008

ÅRegional Park Play Area

Athletic Court Assessment - 2009

ÅTennis, Basketball & Horseshoe Pits

Washington Park Master Plan - 2011

ÅBroad spectrum recommendations for 

entire park

Guidance
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The Diagonal identified as òArea of Flexibilityó

òAreas of flexibilityó are identified where changes over time 

have occurred in the Park that have significantly altered 

historic character, functions and/or quality .  These locations 

provide opportunities for improving spaces & facilities by 

redesigning them so that they meet current  recreation needs . 

Such areas provide opportunities to allow new design solutions 

that address the most appropriate uses for these areas .

Washington Park Master Plan 

òAreas of Flexibilityó Re-design Objectives

ÅComplement historic park context

ÅProvide flexible use of space to accommodate a variety of uses and activities

ÅProvide places for people to interact, gather, sit, play, and enjoy the park 

ÅEnhance the park landscape 

ÅReduce user conflicts by designing use areas to providing adequate space, access and flexibility.

ÅImprove picnic areas



Washington Park Diagonal

Diagonal Area Analysis

ÅInadequate picnic and gathering facilities.

ÅRoad is a barrier and dominates and divides spaces.

ÅPlayground areas could accommodate more activity.

ÅConflict in spaces g and inflexible program and circulation.

ÅDilapidated facilities and amenities.

Washington Park Master Plan (cont.) 

Diagonal Area Recommendations

ÅUpgrade picnic facilities.

ÅImprove vehicular circulation and parking.

ÅRelocate regional scale play use to diagonal area and reduce scale of Boathouse play area.

ÅRestore the historic  Camp Fire Girls fireplace.

ÅReprogram and redesign the diagonal road to support new play areas and youth sports area. 

ÅProvide additional landscaping, shade, seating and recreational use areas that support 

smaller, specialized activities.
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Design Principles

Optimize Sustainability

ÅBalance of environmental, cultural, and economic 

responsibility

Maximize Flexibility

ÅMultifunctional activity areas and amenities

Improve Connectivity

ÅContinuity in pathways and access points

Preserve Heritage

ÅHonoring established traditions and favorites
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Objectives and Criteria

Improve Multi -use Road as Park Amenity

Improve Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation 

Enhance Picnic Facilities 

Optimize Active Recreation for Public Needs

Provide Regional Scale Play Area

Used to guide concepts and  measure the success of improvements.
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Improve Multi -use Road as Park Amenity

ÅEnhanced pedestrian 

experience and aesthetics

ÅStronger connections 

between activity areas 

and historic features

ÅVehicular access and 

parking that doesnõt feel 

like a òroadó or parking lot

ÅAccommodations for 

events i.e. Finish area, 

waste management, 

restrooms, utilities

Multi -functional Yet Accommodating to Vehicular Traffic and Parking
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Improve Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation 

ÅAccess to activity 

zones and desirable 

destinations

ÅEquitable 

accommodations for 

multiple travel modes

ÅLogical and safe 

connections and 

routes

Safe, Convenient, and Efficient


