
 
Running Trail Improvements 



Issues & Concerns: 
ÅVehicle & pedestrian safety 

ÅConflict potential at park entrances 

ÅTripping hazards 

ÅUnsustainable trail layout  

ÅSteady deterioration due to heavy use 

ÅExtra maintenance cost and staff time 

ÅDrainage & erosion issues 

ÅIce build up along north edge 

ÅTree root compaction  

ÅIrrigation & landscape damage due to trail creep 

ÅUser experience & aesthetics 

ÅPoor ócurb appealô at park entrances & perimeter 

Project Objectives:  
 

ÅReduce multi-modal congestion 

ÅCreate professional design/layout 

ÅImprove trail drainage/surface condition 

ÅImprove maintainability  

ÅEnhance park experience for trail users 

ÅAllow for enhancement of park gateways 

 

Project Goal: 
Provide a safe, sustainable, well laid out, attractive running trail loop 



Public Process to Date 
June 6, 2011   Stakeholder Meeting 

 

July 14 to 17, 2011 First Trial Run 

     Council Office Briefings 

     Meeting with FANS 

     On-site meetings with various stakeholders 

     Extensive e-mail correspondence 

     Over 100 park user comments 

 

August 4 to 7, 2011 Second Trial Run 

August 6,2011   Open House 

     Continued feedback/correspondence 

 

September & October 2011     Phase 1 Construction 



Overall Project Map 

Phase 1 

Phase 2 with 
Landscape Restoration 

Alignment still under consideration 



Historic Trail Alignments 

Olmsted Brothers Design, 1912 

Composite Map 1912-1917 
Preservation Plan 



Issues & Challenges of Current Alignment 
ÅSevere Congestion at Marion Entrance 
ÅPoor trail alignment at Marion Entrance (ramps) 
ÅIrrigation & Drainage issues at park corner 
ÅExpensive maintenance 
ÅNot an attractive park entrance/gateway 
ÅProximity of road (safety, noise, smell) 
 

Virginia/Downing  Corner & Marion Entrance 

Benefits of New Alignment 
ÅUse separation at park entrance 
ÅPleasant trail experience in the park 
ÅEasier maintenance 
ÅEnhanced user safety (no puddles, fewer ramps, better visibility of cross traffic) 
ÅSpace for a future park gateway at Virginia/Downing 

Phase 1  - Alignment of NE Corner 



 

Issues & Challenges 
ÅIce build due to run off/re-freeze 
ÅIrrigation issues (breaks, puddles) 
ÅDrainage issues 
ÅExpensive maintenance 
ÅNot an attractive park edge 
ÅProximity of road (safety, noise, smell) 

Virginia ς Current Alignment 

Benefits 
ÅPerception of visual safety 
Åaŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ Ψǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻΩ 



Issues & Challenges 
ÅSeparation from Virginia 
ÅHill climb 
ÅIncursion into north edge of Evergreen Hill 

Å[Ŝǎǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ΨƻǇŜƴΩ 
 

Benefits 
ÅScenic park experience 
ÅMore interesting terrain for runners 
ÅBetter drainage 
ÅLess icing due to new trail location at top of slope 
ÅRe-activates historic trail alignment  
ÅaƻǊŜ ΨŘŜǘƻǳǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴκǇƻƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ  ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
ÅEasier maintenance 
ÅImproves park edge along Virginia 
 

Virginia ς Evergreen Hill 
Possible Alignment 



Virginia ς Internal Park Road 

 

Issues & Challenges 
ÅReduced distance of loop 
ÅImpact on park road 
ÅImpacts on trees and lights 
ÅNot an attractive route 
ÅPoor neighborhood access 
ÅNo visible connection to 
perimeter roads 
 

Benefits 
ÅNo icing due to exposure 
ÅVisual proximity to park road 

Possible Alignment 


