
Denver Public Art Program  

 
ÅEstablished in 1988 by 

Mayor Federico Peña 
 

ÅExecutive Order 92 to 
expandòéopportunities 
for Denver residents to 
experience art in public 
places, thereby creating 
more visually pleasing 
and human 
environments.ó 

 
ÅBecame law in 1991 

(DRMC  20-85) 
 

 
 

Lawrence Argent, I See What You Mean  



Denver Public Art Program  

 
ÅTotal collection 

includes nearly 300 
new and historic 
works  

 
ÅDOCA conducts 

maintenance and 
repairs on collection 

 
 Alan True mural restoration, Civic Center Park 



Robert Garrison, Seal Fountain 



Alexander Proctor, On the War Trail , 1922 



Broncho Buster, 1920 



Pioneer Fountain, 1911 
 



What Qualifies?  
Inclusions  

 

If a CIP has an estimated cost of 
construction and design totaling $1 

million or more 
 

 and  
 

the CIP provides òfinished space for 
human occupancyó and will be 
òavailable for public viewó  

 
then  

 
1% of the construction budget is set 

aside for public art 
 

 
 

Janet Echelman, 1.26, 2010  





PUBLIC ART IS: 
Å Graphic arts: printmaking, drawingé 

Å  Mosaics 

Å  Photography, film, video  

Å  Crafts: Clay, fiber and textiles, plastics, glassé 

Å  Mixed media: collageé 

Å  Earth works, environmental installation 

Å  Decorative, ornamental, or functional elements  
designed by artist 

Å  Light, projection and sound art 

Å  Portable art displayed at locations other than its 
substantially permanent location  

Å  Temporary performance, or time-based art 
(produces permanent residue) 
 



PUBLIC ART IS NOT: 
 Å Directional elements; 

signage 

 

Å Mass-produced objects 

 

Å Reproductions 

 

Å Landscape gardening  

(except when designed by 

artist or are integral part of a 

work of environmental art) 

Robert Mangold, Wind Song 



Art Selection Process  
ÅPublic Art Program is a program of 

Department of Cultural Affairs; overseen by 

the Denver Commission on Cultural Affairs 

 

ÅOpen, transparent process invites 

involvement, critique and advice 

 

ÅParticipation gives citizens an opportunity to 

have impact on their community and the built 

environment 

 
 

 



Art Selection Process 
 

ÅSelection Panel:  community 

members & arts professionals 
 

ÅSite Orientation 
 

ÅArtist Selection 
 

ÅArtist under contract 
 

ÅDOCA guides through 

preliminary design, final design, 

engineering and installation 
 

ÅMaintenance & Repairs 

 
John Davis, Arial , 2007 



John Davis, Arial , 2007 



 



John Davis, Arial , 2007 



Robert Tully, Visions Born With this River, Childrenõs Museum 



Gary Emrich, Hiawatha Davis In Action  



Emanuel Martinez, Shades 


