DPRAB minutes September 10, 2009

City Park Pavilion

Attended: 
Copeland, Noel

Kester, Betsy
Otto, Richard

Done, Edward

Truwe, Beth

Sharpe, Bernie


Navarro, Florence

Horn, Ellie Gray

Gilmore, Scott


Loshbaugh, Heidi

Absent:

Mary Ewing, excused

Dave Robinson, excused

Darrel Watson, excused

Elfenbein, Sharon

Nguyen, Phuonglan

Reviewed Minutes.  Corrected attendance: Darryl and Mark were not attending and Ellie was there. No Quorum: Can not do a motion – will need to approve them in October meeting.

Parkfield Park Phase 3 Presentation: Gordon Robertson, Britta Herwig

Exciting plan.  Proactive design and planning for festivals and concerts.  Balanced naturalized areas.
Managers Update:


Budget overview and next steps  


September 15th – Mayoral release of 2010 Budget

The City will be doing full outreach and communication strategy rollout that day and week, reaching employees first, then stakeholders

Retirement Incentive outline: is now going thru the City Council process; employees must inform City by October and must have left city employment by November 30.  Senior level staff have already been coming forward.  Must assume we will not be able to backfill those positions; but we will go thru a thorough analysis and make recommendations on core positions.

Poo Free Parks

The Department wanted to respond to the concerns heard at the last board meeting and from the community even though the vote was to move forward.  We wanted to address why there was no RFP and the timing of the project as the policies were not rewritten yet.  We have put it on hold, due to your feedback.  There are 2 processes for this type of project.  The City can come up with an idea and issue an RFP or RFQ to solicit proposals or concepts; or an external company, entrepreneur, or community group has a unique idea, they can submit the idea to the department wherby it is evaluated for need, compatibility with the core mission and potential for success.  All proposals are also evaluated by the core tenants of the Game Plan.
Outline of the newly upgraded Adopt-A-Park program. Goal to launch it as a robust program in 2010.  We can partner with groups like INC, RNO’s church groups etc to create more ownership of neighborhood parks. Hope the program supplants some of the DPR work, not just augments. Key to have an evaluation component to closely watch what areas are getting the needed and agreed upon attention. Must not allow inequity to occur in the program.

Will come back in November with a presentation.

Policy Development

Public Participation: Goal: to clarify DPR’s ethic of pubic participation and ample opportunity for public discussion on decision and actions.  Working with Engagement Committee; Darryl, Heidi, Keith on drafting; will send first draft to DPRAB for October discussion; Public Hearing scheduling possibly for November 12 meeting or December depending on amount of feedback.
Admissions Based or Ticketed Events: Goal: Task Force has concluded their work. They recommended working on first draft with senior staff and DOCA event liaison for first draft. Will work with DPRAB committee on draft.  Will send draft to DPRAB for comment. Public hearing to be scheduled for December meeting.

Recognition Policies: Working with Heidi and Mary Ewing, external marketing professionals and internal staff on first draft. Have collected policies from across the nation. Public hearing possibly to be scheduled for January meeting.

Private Business Operating in Parks: have not begun drafting. Currently researching other cities, states, federal policies. Expected Public hearing first quarter 2010
Zoning

September 23rd Public Amenities meeting 10:30 in city and County Bldg for zoning and parks sections in the update.
Community Planning and Development will make more formal presentation for DPRAB October meeting.

Update includes changing park zoning from multiple zone districts such as B2, R1 etc into an Open Space Zone.  Goal is to protect park land as park land. Creates 3 categories to delineate Passive/greenspace; open space not owned by City; and DPR owned and operated land.

Issues under discussion for clarification: protecting parkland and decision making authority.

Board Retreat: DPR will send an outline of a board retreat for your review then in October we can decide when to schedule it and formalize and agenda.

Elections: Noel, Dick, Darryl and Ed have agreed to be on the slate. Will email it asap for urgent email vote. Please send vote to Florence and Heidi. Executive Board will meet prior to the next October meeting.

Misc:

· Noted public meetings coming up.  Go to denvergov.org for postings

· Discussion on RISO/RINO and connecting the vision for the west side

· Cherry Creek trails almost done after 15 years

· Ed Done: Ruby Hill Park and Park Field should be considered for adding to the alcohol policy.  The future redevelopment of the park as a larger scale festival park is happening, so it might be proactive to work on this. Many community organizations have already come forward with ideas for the park.  DPR will consider and come back to the board with a recommendation

