Advocacy Checklist
Becoming effective at advocacy is like learning a musical instrument, playing sports, learning to cook—it is a continuing process of learning skills and information, building networks and relationships. You begin where you are and learn by doing.

□  Research - facts and statistics with documented sources
□  Fact Sheets – 1-2 page (maximum) written statement of the problem, facts, proposed solution. Do not expect policymakers to read a report about your issue. Desired action should be clearly highlighted

□  Coalition Building – Identifying partner organizations who can add their voice and/or efforts to your cause. 

□  Build Grassroots Support – Develop an email list of those concerned. These are people willing to attend an event or contact an elected official. Ask them to take a specific action. Provide talking points or sample letter or action.
□  Story Collection – Identify some people who are experiencing this problem, who can share their experience publicly

□  Media Strategy – Media can legitimize your cause and expand your voice. A media spotlight on a popular cause can apply the best political pressure. 

□  Direct Lobbying – Contact policymakers far in advance of the time of the hearing or decision.  Plan concise public testimony on the issue.  Brevity!
□  Direct Contact -  No matter how passionate you are about an issue, don’t expect your representative to vote your way if you do not communicate with them! The bottom line is for you and your supporters to contact policymakers and ask for their support.
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