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2007 State Legislative Wrap-Up on Women’s Issues

In a pretty lackluster year for legislation affecting women, the most notable progress was in the areas of domestic violence and sexual assault. HB 1350 by Representatives Andrew Romanoff and Steve King establishes an address confidentiality program through the Secretary of State so that victims of domestic violence and stalking can evade their attackers.  Currently many victims’ address can be identified through voting and other public records.

Judges will be able to link temporary financial obligation with protection orders under SB 136 by Senator John Morse.  This will prevent domestic violence victims from having to risk losing financial support for rent, health insurance, child care and other necessities in the process of getting a restraining order.

Advocates working against sexual assault had many victories. SB 60 by Senator Betty Boyd requires hospital emergency rooms to inform rape victims about emergency contraception, to hopefully avoid pregnancy as a result of rape.  HB 1093 by Rep. Terrance Carroll addresses how allegations of sexual assault need to be handled by penal institutions.  HB 1317 by Rep. Dianne Primavera requires that websites listing registered sex offenders also include contextual information about how to prevent sexual assault.  HB 1067 by Rep. Debbie Benefield requires registered sex offenders to include information about their vehicles.   

In the health arena, HB 1301 by Representatives Bernie Buescher and Dianne Primavera provides funding for the vaccine to prevent cervical cancer and requires certain insurance coverage for it.  HB 1354, also by Rep. Primavera, adds a state income tax checkoff for diagnosis and treatment of breast and cervical cancer.  HB 1292 by Representative Todd requires that school districts that offer sex education must offer a science-based, medically accurate curriculum.  Finally, SB 211, by Sen. Bob Hagedorn, among other things, clarifies that that pregnant women are exempt from the stringent identification requirements enacted last summer, not just for prenatal care, but for all the services they are eligible for.

Progress Postponed
Legislative proposals that did not quite see the light of day this year include:


►Restoring the State Earned Income Tax Credit for the working poor


►Requiring paid sick days


►Using parental leave for school conferences


►Extending the civil statute of limitations for sexual assault 


►Creating tenants’ rights

►Allowing an alternative base period for unemployment insurance, allowing some very low wage workers to get UI sooner

►Addressing unfunded mandates regarding identity documents imposed by last summer’s HB 1023 on nonprofit organizations providing state funded services 
►Creating a Housing Trust Fund to help leverage the creation of affordable housing

There is plenty of work for 2008!
