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Reducing Poverty- 2007 Legislative Summary
Some believe the highest purpose of government is to aid those most in need.  “There are many things we can’t do anything about.  Poverty isn’t one of them.” says Doug Wayland of the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless, who attended one of the meetings of the newly formed Common Good Caucus. This group of state legislators,  convened by Representatives John Kefalas and Rafael Lorenzo Gallegos, met every other week to identify and support legislation helping low income Coloradans. They will develop a slate of legislation to push forward next year.

Some of the state legislation passed this year which may help some of the poorest Coloradans are:

▪ SB 2 – Covers youth 18-21 who have aged out of foster care with Medicaid.

▪ SB 22 – Allows the Public Utilities Commission to discount some utility rates for those under 185% of Federal Poverty Level.*

▪HB 1106 – Raises by $1000. the income ceiling for eligibility for receiving state rent/heat/property tax rebate to $12,000 for an elderly or disabled individual and $15,700  for a couple. 

▪SB 59 – Eliminates the 30 cent parental copay for reduced price school breakfast for those between 130% and 185% of FPL*.

▪SB 148 – Allows dual enrollment in high school and community college, with high schools covering part of the tuition.

▪ HB 1100 – Increases by 2 million dollars funding for the Older Colorado Cash Fund which pays for services to help vulnerable seniors stay in their homes.

▪SB1 – Creates a new state program offering discounts on drugs for those underinsured under 300% of Federal Poverty Level*.  

Critical for receiving most state services is Colorado strict verification of identity and lawful presence under legislation passed last summer.  Unfortunately some of the most vulnerable Coloradans – the poor, those with severe mental or physical illness, the homeless, and the elderly do not have enough identification to get an official Colorado ID.  HB 1313 expands the list of acceptable documents for proving identity and lawful presence.  This bill is awaiting action by the Governor.  

The Legislature also took two steps to aid in the understanding of poverty and self-sufficiency:
▪ SB 235 – The Self Sufficiency Standard – the amount of money a family needs to meet basic needs without government or private supports—will be posted on a State website.  Depending on the Colorado county and family composition, this amount varies from about 150% - 350% of the Federal Poverty Level*.

▪SB 225—Will require an annual report from Colorado Department of Human Services on how well counties are meeting the new federal TANF ( Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) work participation rates.  

This will help identify best practices in helping parents get and keep employment, and provide early warning if the state is falling short in meeting those quotas. 

*Federal Poverty Level varies by family size. For a family of three it is $17,170, So 185% of FPL for a family of three is $31,764, etc.  
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