



Sun Valley Homes Resident Advisory Committee

Identified Issues Including 

City/DHA/CBO Responses 12-07-07
BACKGROUND

In November 2004, voters in the Denver Metropolitan Region passed the “FasTracks” ballot measure. The Regional Transportation District (RTD) is using sales tax revenues to fund the expansion plan of six new transit lines by 2015. FasTracks provides major opportunities for redevelopment and change in the stations areas. 

The City and County of Denver (Denver) is poised to take a significant leadership role in both implementing the new transit lines and focusing growth into neighborhoods and areas near some 40 transit stations. The Department of Community Planning and Development (CPD) in conjunction with partners including Public Works, the Office of Economic Development (OED), RTD and others, is conducting a major planning initiative to facilitate appropriate redevelopment near current and future station locations. Two of the stations selected for the first round of station area plans include 10th and Osage and Decatur. These stations are in close proximity to Denver Housing Authority developments which provides a unique opportunity to create a vision for a future mixed income housing model. The Office of Economic Development facilitates the redevelopment of viable urban neighborhoods by providing quality affordable housing, an enhanced living environment, and expanded economic opportunities for low- and moderate-income residents. OED is poised to work with neighborhoods to assist in the development of equitable development and housing. 

The Denver Housing Authority’s (DHA) mission is to promote adequate and affordable housing, economic opportunity, and a suitable living environment free from discrimination in Denver. DHA’s South Lincoln Park Homes and Sun Valley Homes are both located within a quarter mile of station areas. South Lincoln Park Homes is adjacent to the existing 10th and Osage transit station and Sun Valley Homes is located near the future Decatur Station, which is part of the West Corridor line.  The City of Denver recently purchased from RTD 2.5 acres next to 10th and Osage light rail station.
ADVISORY COMMITTEES
CPD, OED and DHA are collaborating with Front Range Economic Strategy Center, Making Connections-Denver, Metropolitan Organizations for People and Project Wise to develop a community engagement initiative for DHA residents through the establishment of Resident Advisory Committees (RAC). The RAC is made up of DHA residents and members of the surrounding community. There is a unique opportunity for DHA residents to influence the future quality of life for DHA residents of the La Alma Lincoln Park and Sun Valley neighborhoods.  

Through a series of 8 meetings and a community wide public event independently facilitated by The National Civic League the RAC and the larger population has shared the point of view, needs, and concerns of DHA residents and community members that will be considered in the station areas plans and through potential future redevelopment of the DHA sites. Additionally the RAC meetings have provided members an opportunity to discuss issues and concerns directly with decision makers.  

The primary purpose of the RAC is to advise City and DHA staff and provide insights and perspective into the station area planning as it relates to South Lincoln Park Homes and Sun Valley Homes. The RAC has functioned solely as an advisory body, however it is envisioned that should future development occur members of the RAC will continue as part of a larger group in an advisory capacity to the DHA development process.  

The agency or group responsible for addressing the issues are identified through a color coded system:

Green – Opportunity in plan concepts (Physical Design Elements)

Orange – Opportunity in redevelopment scenarios (DHA policies/programs/behaviors)

Blue – Share with appropriate agency/individuals (DPS/DPD/DPL)

Violet – Resident ownership/opportunity (Fellow neighbors behaviors)

Focus Area 1. Balance mixed income housing opportunities

Issue 1:  Affordable home ownership for low income families

1) Keeping some housing at or below AMI (III)

2) More individual home/private home ownership

3) Keep quality high

4) Rent to own for low income

(a) Increase education from DHA to help build skills/resources for home ownership

Issue 2:  Affordable rental housing for low income families

1) Maintain high standards of quality

2) Blend in with market rate housing and neighborhood

· The Sun Valley & Decatur Station Area Plan has provided a model for a mix of housing and income types through the redevelopment scenario.

3) Provide options available to independent/motivated teen parents needing low-income housing. 
DHA issue, others as well? CBO’s???

Issue 3:  Safer housing that is up to standards

1) New appliances

2) Regular scheduled maintenance 

(a) Safety checks

(b) Drain pipes maintained

3) Outdoor lighting motion sensors 

4) Safer design for children (no mail slots in doors) 

Issue 4:  Maintaining unit count and bedroom count in DHA


Decent sized bedrooms
Focus Area 2. Recreational Amenities

Issue 1:  Parks and recreation activities for all ages

· All comments in this category will be reviewed and discussed  forwarded to Parks & Recreation supervisors and staff for consideration and inclusion in future planning and programming.

1) Movies in the park

2) Neighborhood Sports Leagues for neighborhood residents - swimming classes

(a) Marketing/promotion

(b) Neighborhood discount

3) All sports

4) More athletic inter-competition within neighborhood

5) New age appropriate (for variable ages) playgrounds

Issue 2:  Four Story Youth Center with programs that is affordable for neighborhood residents

1) Art sculpture and landscaping to diminish tagging due to ownership by youth

· Sun Valley & Decatur Station Area Planning visioning efforts have identified a location for a Youth Center that would include these elements. Further implementation steps will need to be coordinated when/if redevelopment occurs to identify funding sources. 

2) More programs for older teens 16 – 22 age bracket

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

3) Large enough to expand capacity to serve more individuals

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

4) Free public hot spots
· Sun Valley & Decatur Station Area Planning visioning efforts have identified locations for hot spots. Further implementation steps will need to be coordinated when/if redevelopment occurs to identify funding sources.

Issue 3:  Centrally located lighted Skate park, tennis courts basketball, swimming pool with lots of eyes on it

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

1) Drinking fountains – 
· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

2) Reasonable Music hours

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

 (Clarification is this for park only?) 

3) Concession stand in park
· Sun Valley & Decatur Station Area Planning visioning efforts have identified location for skatepark. Further implementation steps will need to be coordinated when/if redevelopment occurs to identify funding sources.

4) Multi-purpose playing field (football, soccer, etc.)

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

5) Outdoor swimming pool would have playscapes, slides, etc.

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

Issue 4:  Redevelopment of river as a public space

1) Parks, Playground and Picnic Areas with barbeque

· Planning visioning has identified area for these activities, will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

2) Landscaped vegetation (trees)

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

3) Kayak and learning opportunities

· Resident responsibility or other agency???

4) Bike racks 

Provided for in plan will also set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec 

Focus Area 3. Safe and Healthy Environment

Issue 1:  Resolve Community Risks

1) Driveways accessible for service vehicles

· Plan vision provided for full access to site

2) Clean up soil and water pollution in tanks

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Excel Energy

3) Good visible unit numbering

4) Resolve issues with Excel

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Excel Energy

5) Increase availability of trash/recycle receptacles/trash clean up more often 

· Have provided for trash receptacles in plan vision. Will set meeting to review and discuss with responsible agencies including Parks & Rec & Public Works

6) Quick response to vandalism 

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Graffiti task forces & other agencies – Public Works

7) Better maintenance & repairs for Sun Valley playgrounds
8) Both DHA & Parks & Rec. Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

Issue 2:  Increase Public Safety Presence 

1) Increase bike/foot patrols including the river

· Active program funded by OED & will set meeting to review and discuss with Denver Police Department

2) CopShop or substation

· Planning vision has identified potential location, community will need to work together to gain support and leadership to create and maintain a CopShop. For potential substation will forward to Denver Police Department.
· OED’s Division of Housing and Neighborhood Development is currently funding the Community Policing Program, a partnership between Metro Organization for People and the Denver Police Department to improve police and community relations in the Sun Valley neighborhood.
3) Better relationships between neighborhood residents and police

· Will set a meeting to review and discuss with Denver Police Department

4) Security Cameras

Issue 3:  Empowering DHA residents to actively support a safe and healthy environment

1) Neighborhood watch

CBO’s help organize???

2) DHA managers better equipped to work with diverse population

3) Resident are well informed about their liability for behavior

4) Anonymous tip line for resident negative behavior

5) Incentives for positive participation

Issue 4:  Pedestrian friendly environment

1) Tamper and shatter proof lighting

2) Public bathrooms

Will forward to Parks & Rec

3) Controlling speed limit – 
· Have included design element in vision for area, will also set a meeting to review and discuss with Denver Police Department & Public Works

(a) Designated bike lanes – separate from walking lane

(b) Crossing guards

(c) More stop signs
Focus Area 4. Neighborhood Character and Community Building
Keep the family focus units close to the school with family friendly spaces.

1) Create wireless virtual community that ties households into schools going on (also ties into security cameras).

2) Eliminate Bronco parking on school side of street.

· Will set a meeting to review and discuss with Public Works 

3) Design that reduces blind spots and create more visibility through houses to school (put back on city grid?)

· Incorporated into infrastructure changes in vision to transform the community

4) Face family housing towards school (playgrounds) itself. 
· Incorporated into infrastructure changes in vision to transform the community

5) Better lighting. 
· Incorporated into infrastructure changes in vision to transform the community, also part of DHA responsibility & Parks & Rec

Schools - how can SVH strengthen?

Will forward all comments in this section to Denver Public Schools

1) More after-school programs for kids – sports, etc.

2) Resource multilingual specialists at SVH who works with Fairview Social Worker to focus on supporting DHA family success.

3) Ask DPS to raise qualification criteria (and salaries) for teachers at Fairview.  

4) “Channel 1” kind of setup where parents can stay plugged into Fairview.

DHA redevelopment creates a new neighborhood

1) Resolution of zoning creating a “broken windows effects” – Planning is in the process of a city-wide zoning code update which will focus on creating more functional and responsive zoning for neighborhoods throughout the city including Sun Valley, this comment will be shared with the Zoning Code Team

2) Rebirth of a neighborhood – Plan for change outlined in the Plan Vision

3) Get school up-to-code/up-to-date (ADA, pest control).

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Denver Public Schools

4) Family fun/entertainment venues

· Space for these activities is provided in neighborhood vision, will need continued efforts to attract venues to area.

5) Create gathering places to retain existing social networks.
· Space for these activities is provided in neighborhood vision,
6) Retain & enhance “the hill” (next to the house with the exterior staircase) as a gathering place. 
· Plan vision preserves this area as a gathering space 

7) Rebuild and rebirth the community all from scratch- use mixed housing types, townhomes, apartments, single family homes

· Vision for change created as part of Decatur station area plan.

Mixed Use

1) Ask for commercial mixed use

Incorporated into plan vision

2) Residential over commercial

Incorporated into plan vision

3) Underground/structure parking

Incorporated into plan vision

4) Extend trolley line to Frog Hollow Park (8th Ave) – for kayakers

Will set meeting to review and discuss with Trolley advocates and RTD

5) More neighborhood supporting neighborhood retail (laundry, groceries, pharmacy,
· Incorporated into plan vision

Focus Area 5. Services and Jobs
Educational Services – 
Will forward to appropriate entities – need help from CBO’s on appropriate parties to work with on these issues

1) Substance abuse support programs, resources and meeting space

2) Public health education resources
OED’s Division of Housing and Neighborhood Development is currently funding Denver Health and Hospital’s Reducing Health Disparities Project to provide health education for the Sun Valley Neighborhood.
3) Tutoring programs (youth & adults)

4) GED classes (morning, noon, night) w/childcare

5) Substance abuse prevention & awareness programs & resources

6) ESL programs (many languages) w/childcare

7) Childcare provided for students

8) Early childhood enrichment programs

Grocery Store and community friendly shopping – All below requests incorporated into plan vision or Sun Valley

1)Ice cream

Small retail opportunities incorporated in plan vision

2) Incentives/supports for local ownership, micro-enterprise 

OED’s Small Business Lending Department is one of many funders of the Micro Business Development Corporation which provides micro loans for small business.  Sun Valley Neighborhood is eligible for MBD loans.)  

3) Small box grocery store 24 hour (encourages people to walk to it)

· A variety of retail opportunities, including a site for a grocery store, are provided for in the Plan Vision

4) Pharmacy
· A variety of retail opportunities are provided for in the Plan Vision
5) Discount family retail/thrift store/consignment store

· A variety of retail opportunities are provided for in the Plan Vision

6) Family retail resources
· A variety of retail opportunities are provided for in the Plan Vision
7) Restaurants (healthy options too!) 

· A variety of retail opportunities are provided for in the Plan Vision

8) Coffee shop w/wifi – late night

· Retail opportunities provided for in the Plan Vision. 

· OED’s Response – OED’s Small Business Lending Program can provide loans for small business to provide services in the Sun Valley neighborhood.
Local services for the community

1) More spaces for community based orgs

· Opportunity provided for in plan vision
· OED’s Division of Housing and Neighborhood Development’s Non-Profit Facilities Program can fund community based organizations.  
2) Veterinary office (24 hours)/animal shelter

· Opportunity for a variety of small businesses provided for in plan vision

3) Laundry mat - Opportunity provided for in plan vision

4) Primary care clinic/public health clinic/STD prevention, education, treatment services 
· Opportunity for a health clinic provided for in plan vision, will also set meeting to review and discuss with local health care providers such as Denver Health 

5) Childcare services increased for infants, toddlers & school age

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with local providers including those in community – Montessori??/
· OED’s Response – OED’s Division of Housing and Neighborhood Development can fund Public Service Projects.
6) Community bank

· Opportunity for a variety of small businesses provided in plan vision

7) Working payphones 

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with payphone providers

8) Library

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Denver Public Library

9) Post office
· Will set meeting to review and discuss with USPS

Employment opportunities for residents

1) Increase job readiness programs
· OED’s Division of Work Force Development’s provides job readiness services.

2) Incentives for employers to hire locally
· OED’s Response – Through the City’s First Source policy any development that occurs in Sun Valley which utilizes city funds are required to consider local applicants first before other applicants.
3) Incentives for employers that support offender re-entry

4) More opportunities for adolescents/young adults
· OED’s Division of Work Force Development’s Youth Employment Program provides employment for youth.

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with youth organizations

5) Require employers to provide a living wage as opposed to minimum wage

· Will set meeting to review and discuss with city council
6) Utilize “campus of learners” concept for portions of DHA housing (with all needed supports)

· Work with DHA & other partners

7) Incentives for employers that offer tuition reimbursement, scholarships to employees 

· OED’s Response - The Office of Economic Development can negotiate with potential employers to offer tuition reimbursement and scholarships to employees.
Focus Area 6. Community Activities and Involvement
Increase resident participation in civic life

1) Incentives for sustained participation

2) Expand trash busters program – 
Who is this?????

3) Solar energy

4) Build w/local materials/suppliers

5) Social networking site for SVH residents to keep people engaged and connected

6) Make sure that you have gotten residents organized and involved before and during transition so that there is already framework for civic infrastructure when new community goes online

7) Tour other redeveloped communities for best practices/dislikes

8) Host annual or periodic community yard sale/flea market

More activities for children teens & family oriented themes

1) Family entertainment venues

2) Dollar movies

3) Schedule potlucks, block parties

4) Flea market

5) Playing fields
· Will set meeting to review and discuss with Parks & Rec

6) Space for organizations like “the spot” where youth can produce music, learn dance
· OED’s Response – OED’s Division of Housing and Neighborhood Development’s Non Profit Facilities Program can fund non–profits which provide services like “The Spot.
7)  “Tiny town” type structures in playground

8) Have an “Ameritown” program where kids simulate jobs and civic participation

Sustainability

1) Eco-friendly (ex: river) does not displace current wildlife

2) Green roofs (grass)

3) Programs to promote anti-litter or litter pick up

4) Solar energy

5) Build with local materials/suppliers

6) More effective recycling program

Maintain community garden
· Will review and discuss all issues below with Denver Urban Gardens

1) Expand space (roof tops maybe?) 

2) Locks on gates – improve loss prevention measures

3) Better maintenance of physical structures complex

4) More tools and seeds 

5) Better irrigation 

6) Increase access opportunities to plots and awareness of process to acquire to grow crops for crops for household consumption

7) Have more resident pocket garden plots distributed throughout complex
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